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save immortal souls from hell still goes on. 
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Negroes 
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WILL YOU VOLUNTEER FOR GOD’S SERVICE? 
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BROTHERS UNDER THE SKIN 


Martin Edward Casey Jr. 


The meat of the fruit is under its skin, 

To see it or eat it you must look within. 

The best of all mineral lies under the earth, 

The things above ground have not as much 
worth. 

The root of the tree is hidden withal, 

But most important, lest the tree fall. 

Vegetable, animal, mineral example, 

Prove examination before you can sample. 


So with mankind of what color soever, 

‘Tis but the skin difference does sever; 

The outward appearance offen deceives, 

Inward scrutiny only truth leaves. 

So do not judge by color or race, 

Nor by expression on what we call face. 

Take time to examine and peer deep within, 

You'll find that we're brothers under the 
skin. 


INTERIOR 
VIEW 

St. Francis 
Xavier’s 
Church, 
Miami, 

Fla. 


MIAMI 


Curtis Wasuincton, S.V. D. 


ST. 

' FRANCIS 
XAVIER’S 
CHURCH, 
Miami, 
Fla. 


MISSION 


@ Negro Catholics in Miami, Fla. 


On February 13, 1938, the new 
Church of St. Mary of the Mis- 
sions and St. Francis Xavier was 
dedicated for the Negro Catholics 
cf Miami, Florida. Rev. Michael 
Cronin, S.J., is in charge of the mis- 
sion, administering spiritual care to 
400 or more colored parishioners. 

During September, 1938, an ele- 
mentary school for the children be- 
gan in the old church building. 
Fifty pupils enrolled for that school 
term. Today, three lay teachers 
instruct 160 children who attend the 
school. Thus this mission in 
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Miami has rapidly. 


Why? 

Commenting on the zeal of the 
pastor’s work, an observant parish- 
ioner said: “The work of keeping 
the little school has been dear to 
the heart of Father Cronin. There 
is no work too much for him to per- 
form in connection with the school 
and church.” Divine blessing, then, 
combined with tireless labor in the 
harvest of souls, and the complete 
backing of benefactors explain the 
success of St. Francis Xavier Mis- 
sion. 


progressed 


Father Cronin with some of his 160 school children 


Father Cronin’s work among the 
colored people of Miami has been 
personal and intimate. He _ has 


gone among the people, preaching 
and living the Gospel of Christ, and 
the results show bright possibilities 


for the Catholic Church among 
Miami’s 40,000 Negroes. 

God willing, may the seed of 
Christianity planted by this small 
Florida mission produce rich fruit 
in the salvation of souls. 


These graduates of Miami’s Booker T. Washington High School attended Mass at St. Fran- 
cis Xavier’s in a body. Afterwards Father Cronin entertained them with 
a graduation breakfast. There are 11 Catholics in the class 
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the heart of Father Cronin. There 
is no work too much for him to per- 
form in connection with the school 
and church.” Divine blessing, then, 
combined with tireless labor in the 
harvest of souls, and the complete 
backing of benefactors explain the 
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Negro Mission Work Forges Ahead 


CiareNcE J. Howarp, S.V. D. 


@ Maternity Hospital and two Clinics 
@ Eleven new Missions and six Schools 
@ Highlight mission gains of 1945 


HOLY FAMILY CHURCH, RECTORY, AND SCHOOL, ENSLEY, ALA. 


The school was dedicated in October by Bishop Thomas Toolen of Mobile. This mission is 
under the care of the Passionist Fathers 


In the. United States within the 
past year eleven new Negro mis- 
sions, six new mission schools, a 
catechetical center, a maternity hos- 
pital and two new clinics were 
opened to bolster an apostolate that 
has for its object the spiritual wel- 
fare of America’s thirteen million 
Negroes. 

A church -has been built in the 
new mission of the Josephite Fa- 
thers in Cecilia, La. In Boston, 
Mass., the Archbishop purchased a 
former Protestant church building, 
had it renovated, and placed it in 
the service of the Negro Aposto- 
late under the patronage of St. 
Richard and the direction of the 
Josephite Fathers. In Bastrop, La., 
the Franciscan Fathers remodeled a 
house into a chapel to start a mis- 
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sion for the town’s colored popula- 
tion of 2,600. 

Lingering restrictions on build- 
ing, scarcity of materials, and high 
prices prevented the building of 
mission chapels and churches from 
getting into stride. Nevertheless, 
the following already established 
missions succeeded in erecting new 
churches: Uganda Martyrs Mission, 
Okmulgee, Okla., under the direc- 
tion of the Holy Ghost Fathers; 
Our Lady of the Rosary Mission, 
Jeanerette, La., under the direction 
of the Fathers of the Divine Word; 
and the Mission of the Oblate Fa- 
thers in Valdosta, Ga. A substantial 
brick building, housing church and 
school under one roof, was erected 
by the Salvatorian Fathers at Moth- 
er Mary Mission, Phenix City, 
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ST. AUGUSTINE’S MESSENGER 


Ala. In Gary, Ind., the Oblate 
Fathers obtained the church and 
school building of the former Croa- 
tian Catholic Parish of Holy Trin- 
ity for the use of the members of 
their St. Monica’s Mission. 

The year 1945 saw six Negro 
mission schools sprout up in places 
where there had been none before. 
They are: Holy Spirit School, 
Marshall, Tex.; St. Peter Claver’s 
School, Robertson, Mo.; Holy 
Family School, South Austin, Tex.; 
St. Monica’s School, Gary, Ind.; 
St. Mary’s School, Fairfield, Ala., 
and a mission school in Bastrop, La. 

Four other new school buildings 
were either built or acquired by al- 
ready existing mission schools in 
Eunice, La. (St. Mathilda’s School, 
staffed by Sisters of the Blessed 
Sacrament); in Tuskegee, Ala. (St. 
Joseph’s School, staffed by Do- 
minican Sisters from Sinsinawa, 
Wis.); in Hot Springs, Ark. (St. 


Gabriel’s School, staffed by Sisters 
Servants of the Holy Heart of 
Mary); and in Ensley, Ala. (Holy 
I‘amily School, staffed by Felician 
Sisters ). 

To help spread the teachings of 
the Church of Christ among In- 
dianapolis’ 65,000 Negroes a third 
catechetical center — De Paul Cen- 
ter — was established in that city 
last year under the direction of the 
ciocesan clergy and two Daughters 
of Charity of St. Vincent de Paul. 

A very great stride forward in 
the colored Mission work was taken 
with the opening in Pensacola, Fla., 
of Our Lady of the Angels Hospi- 
tal, a maternity hospital with 20 
beds and 20 bassinets, under the 
care of the Franciscan Sisters of 
Glen Riddle, Pa. 

Filling a long-felt need, a new 
nurses’ home and training school, 
with accommodations for 100 stu- 
dent nurses, was erected last year at 


OUR LADY OF THE ROSARY CHURCH, JEANERETTE, LA. 
This newly built mission church is in the charge of the Fathers of the Divine Word 
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Ala. In Gary, Ind., the Oblate 
l’athers obtained the church and 
school building of the former Croa- 
tian Catholic Parish of Holy Trin- 
ity for the use of the members of 
their St. Monica’s Mission. 

The year 1945 saw six Negro 
nussion schools sprout up in places 
where there had been none before. 


They are: Holy Spirit School, 
Marshall, Tex.; St. Peter Claver’s 
School, Robertson, Mo.; | Loly 


‘amily School, South Austin, Tex. ; 
St. Monica’s School, Gary, Ind.; 
St. Mary’s School, Fairfield, Ala., 
and a missicn school in Bastrop, La. 

lfour other new school buildings 
were either built or acquired by al- 
ready existing mission schools in 
Funice, La. (St. Mathilda’s School, 
staffed by Sisters of the 
Sacrament); in Tuskegee, Ala. (St. 
Joseph’s School, staffed by Do- 
minican Sisters from Sinsinawa, 
Wis.); in Hot Springs, Ark. (St. 


Blessed 


Gabriels School, staffed by Sisters 
Servants of the Holy Heart of 
Mary); and in Ensley, Ala. (Holy 
‘amily School, staffed by Felician 
Sisters ). 

To help spread the teachings of 
the Church of Christ among In 
dianapolis’ 65,000 Negroes a third 
catechetical center De Paul Cen 
ter — was established in that city 
last vear under the direction of the 
Giocesan clergy and two Daughters 
of Charity of St. Vincent de Paul. 

\ Very great stride forward in 
the colored Mission work was taken 
with the opening in Pensacola, Ia., 
of Our Lady of the Angels Hosp: 
tal, a maternity hospital with 20) 
beds and 20 bassinets, under the 
care of the Franciscan Sisters) of 
Glen Riddle, Pa. 

lilling a long-felt need, a new 
nurses’ home and training school, 
with accommodations for 100) stu 
dent nurses, was erected last year at 


OUR LADY OF THE ROSARY CHURCH, JEANERETTE, LA. 
This newly built mission church is in the charge of the Fathers of the Divine Word 
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St. Mary’s Infirmary in St. Louis, 


Mo. Both the school and, the hos- - 


pital are under the direction of the 
Franciscan Sisters of St. Mary. 

The Josephite Fathers have 
opened a small clinic in connection 
with their St. John the Baptist Mis- 
sion in Montgomery, Ala., and the 
Hospital Sisters of St. Francis from 
Springfield, Ill., have opened a 
medical dispensary in Monroe, La. 
This isthe first organized effort of 
this latter community in the Negro 
Mission field, but the Sisters plan 
to open other such dispensaries in 
various parts of the South where 
they are so much needed. 

Another community of Sisters en- 
tered the Negro mission field this 
year for the first time when three 
Franciscan Sisters of Mary Immac- 
ulate (Joliet, Illinois) opened St. 
Mary’s School in Fairfield, Ala. 

Other communities of Sisters, al- 
ready engaged in the Negro Apos- 
tolate, expanded their activities. 
The Sisters of the Blessed Sacra- 
ment (Cornwells Heights, Pa.) 
furnished five Sisters for the newly 
opened St. Monica’s School in 
Gary, Ind., and took over the direc- 
tion of Our Mother of Mercy 
School, Rayne, La., and St. Thomas 
the Apostle School for girls in New 
York City. The Brothers of the 
Christian Schools continue teaching 
the boys of St. Thomas the Apostle 
Parish. 


The Holy Family Sisters of New 
Orleans, La., have taken charge of 
the new Holy Spirit School, Mar- 
shall, Tex., and the Oblate Sisters 
of Providence (Baltimore, Md.) 
have established a convent in St. 
Peter Claver’s Parish, St. Paul, 
Minn., where they are engaged in 
social service and catechetical work. 

The Ursuline Sisters of Louis- 
ville, Ky., have been given charge 
of Sacred Heart School, in Sulphur 
Springs, Miss. 

New missions opened during the 
past year are: 


Holy Ghost Fathers: Holy Spirit 
Mission, Kansas City, Mo., and 
missions in Kaplan, La., Olivier, 
La., and Arlington, Va. 

Josephite Fathers: St. Richard’s 
Church, Boston, Mass., and missions 
in Cecilia, La., and Houma, La. 


Fathers of the Divine Word: 
Missions in Jackson, Miss., and 
Clarksdale, Miss. 

Franciscan Fathers: Mission in 
Bastrop, La. 

Precious Blood Fathers: St. Peter 
Claver’s Mission, Akron, Ohio. 


Diocesan Clergy: De Paul Cate- 
chetical Center, Indianapolis, Ind. 


Since the war is now over and 
things are gradually getting back to 
normal, we feel that this New Year 
of 1946 will witness even greater 
progress in the Negro Missions of 
our country. 


NEW ADDITION 


to Zimmer Memorial 
Home, Mobile, Ala., 
completed last year. 
This Home for colored 
orphans is conducted 
by the Sisters of the 
Holy Family (Des 
Plaines, Ill.) 


Blessed Martin’s Mission School, Davant, La. 


GROWTH IN THE DELTA 


@ Blessed Martin's pupils get more room 


At first glance one might be 
tempted to entitle the above picture 
“A Little Country Schoolhouse,” 
but a comparison with the picture 
below would make him realize why 
Father Peter Oswald, S.V. D., looks 
upon it as his “big” school. The 
picture below was taken about a 
year ago. It shows Blessed Mar- 
tin’s School in Davant, La., when 
three teachers and 120 pupils had to 


squeeze into two classrooms, with 
a curtain dividing one of the rooms 
in half to make a classroom for the 
third teacher. 

Now, look at the upper picture 
once more. It shows the same 
Blessed Martin School today — 
after much work by Father Oswald, 
with the help of the teachers, pupils 
and their parents, and other friends 

(Continued on page 24) 
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The Holy Family Sisters of New 
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of Providence (Baltimore, Md.) 
have established a convent in St. 
Peter Claver’s Parish, St. Paul, 
Minn., where they are engaged in 
social service and catechetical work. 

The Ursuline Sisters of Louts- 
ville, Ky., have been given charge 
of Sacred Heart School, in Sulphur 
Springs, Miss. 

New missions opened during the 
past year are 

Holy Ghost Fathers: 
Mission, Kansas City, 
Kaplan, La., 
La., and Arlington, Va. 

Josephite Fathers: St. Richard’s 
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but a comparison with the picture 
below would make him realize why 
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upon it as his “big” school. The 
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year ago. It shows Blessed Mar 
tin’s School in Davant, La., when 
three teachers and 120 pupils had to 
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a curtain dividing one of the rooms 
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Approval From the Amen Corner’ 


Artuur C. Winters, S.V. D. 


@ A Catholic Mission for Colored Baptists 


Truth will find earnest seekers 
everywhere. News from Virginia 
informs us of an interesting mission 
given this past summer by the Dio- 
cesan Mission Band of the Diocese 
of Richmond to the Negro parish- 
ioners of several Baptist churches in 
the churchyard of the Shiloh Baptist 
Church, located between Suffolk and 
Smithfield, Va. 

The interesting note of this news 
is that the invitation to preach to 
the colored Baptists came from no 
other than the Negro Baptist preach- 
er himself, the Rev. John Elliot 
Williams. This sincere man, having 
attended a motor mission given by 
Fathers Vernon Bowers and Chester 
Michael at the little village of 
Capron, Va., was impressed by the 
doctrine of the Catholic Church. 
After a talk with the missionaries, 
he invited them to come to one of 
his own country churches in Isle of 
Wight County to give the same kind 
of mission. He felt that his own 
people should know something more 
about the Catholic Church. 


Rev. Williams left no stone un- 
turned in advertising the Catholic 
mission to be given for his people. 
In each of his five country churches 
he publicly announced it from the 
pulpit and strongly exhorted his 
people to attend. He, moreover, had 
posters and announcements printed 
and distributed throughout the 
countryside, thus making certain that 
no one could excuse himself on the 
score of ignorance. 


The missionaries came, saw, and 
— we hope — with God’s grace, 
conquered. These good people, who 
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live close to the soil, were looking 
for truth, and the missionaries were 
able to give them “The Truth” 
which shall endure forever. It 
would not be altogether wrong to 
say that the Fathers were conquered, 
too. The deep religious faith and 
trust in God shown by these simple 
people filled the missionaries with 
wonder. Their belief in the abiding 
Presence of God gave them a respect 
for His ministers although some of 
them had never seen a Catholic 
priest before. The missionaries, at 
first confused by the frequent 
“A mens,” soon learned to take them 
for what they were — mere fervent 
words of approval for the Truth, 
which is beloved by both God and 
man. 

The Fathers left Isle of Wight 
County with many good wishes and 
with sincere invitations to return 
another summer and to stay longer 


among these sheep who are seeking 
the True Fold of Christ. 


INTERIOR OF ST. FRANCIS XAVIER’S 

Madisonville, La. This church is 50 years 

old, and has been serving as a colored mis- 

sion since 1920. The Benedictine Fathers 
are in charge 
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JUBILEE ECHOES 


Very Rev. JosepH F. Eckert, S.V. D. 


The year 1945 will always re- 
main a memorable one in the annals 
of the Negro Mission Work of the 
Society of the Divine Word in the 
Deep South. On October 16, St. 
Augustine’s Seminary in Bay Saint 
Louis, Miss., celebrated its Silver 
Jubilee, to the dismay of the sour 
pessimists who had predicted its 
total collapse at its very beginning, 
but to the great joy of its enthusias- 
tic and courageous champions. Many 
of those who joined us in our joy- 
ful celebration remarked that it was 
worth every sacrifice of precious 
time and effort — some had traveled 
a long distance — to be present, for 
what they saw and heard on that 
occasion filled their hearts with new 
enthusiasm, encouragement and zeal 
to work so much harder for the 
propagation of the Faith among the 
Negroes and especially for the cul- 


@ An Evaluation 


tivation of vocations, and the educa- 
tion of Negro priests. 

Indeed, the special cablegram of 
our Holy Father, Pope Pius XII, 
conveying his Apostolic Blessing to 


the members, benefactors and 
friends of St. Augustine’s Semi- 
nary, the congratulatory letters 


from our highly esteemed Apostolic 
Delegate and from the members of 
the Hierarchy, as well as from 
many Superiors of Religious Com- 
munities and outstanding members 
of our clergy and laity, the actual 
presence of two Archbishops, seven 
Bishops, 16 Monsignori, 150 priests, 
many Brothers and Sisters of va- 
rious Religious Communities, and 
more than a thousand lay people, 
both colored and white, from far 
and near — what else could all this 
mean but a spontaneous vote of 
confidence for our mission work and 
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tind earnest seekers 
News from Virginia 


Truth will 
everywhere. 
informs us of an interesting mission 
given this past summer by the Dio- 
cesan Mission Band of the Diocese 
of Richmond to the Negro parish- 
ioners of several Baptist churches in 
the churchyard of the Shiloh Baptist 
Church, located between Suffolk and 
Smithfield, Va. 

The interesting note of this news 
is that the invitation to preach to 
the colored Baptists came from no 
other than the Negro Baptist preach- 
er himself, the Rev. John Elhot 
Williams. This sincere man, having 
attended a motor mission given by 
l'athers Vernon Bowers and Chester 
Michael at the little village of 
Capron, Va., was impressed by the 
doctrine of the Catholic Church. 
After a talk with the missionaries, 
he invited them to come to one of 
his own country churches in Isle ot 
Wight County to give the same kind 
of mission. He felt that his own 
people should know something more 
about the Catholic Church. 


Rev. Williams left no stone un- 
turned in advertising the Catholic 
mission to be given for his people. 
In each of his five country churches 
he publicly announced it from the 
pulpit and strongly exhorted his 
people to attend. He, moreover, had 
posters and announcements printed 
distributed throughout the 
countryside, thus making certain that 
no one could excuse himself on the 


and 


score of ignorance. 

The missionaries came, saw, and 
— we hope — with God’s grace, 
conquered. These good people, who 
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live close to the soil, were looking 
for truth, and the missionaries were 
able to give them “The Truth” 


which shall endure forever. It 
would not be altogether wrong to 
say that the Iathers were conquered, 


too. The deep religious faith and 
trust in God shown by these simple 
people filled the missionaries with 
wonder. Their belief in the abiding 
Presence of God gave them a respect 
for His ministers although some of 
them had never seen a Catholic 
priest before. The missionaries, at 
first confused by the frequent 
“A mens,” soon learned to take them 
for what they were — mere fervent 
words of approval for the Truth, 
which is beloved by both God and 
man, 

The Fathers left Isle of Wight 
County with many good wishes and 


with sincere invitations to return 


another summer and to stay longer 
among these sheep who are seeking 
the True old of Christ. 


INTERIOR OF ST. FRANCIS XAVIER’S 

Madisonville, La. This church is 50 years 

old, and has been serving as a colored mis- 

sion since 1920. The Benedictine Fathers 
are in charge 
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Very Rev. Joseru I. Eckert, S.V. 


The year 1945 will always re- 
main a memorable one in the annals 
of the Negro Mission Work of the 
Society of the Divine Word in the 
Deep South. On October 16, St. 
Augustine’s Seminary in Bay Saint 
Louis, Miss., celebrated its Silver 
Jubilee, to the dismay of the sour 
pessimists who had _ predicted its 
total collapse at its very beginning, 
but to the great joy of its enthusias 
tic and courageous champions. Many 
of those who joined us in our joy 
ful celebration remarked that it was 
worth every sacrifice of precious 
trme and effort — some had traveled 
« long distance — to be present, for 
what they saw and heard on that 
eccasion filled their hearts with new 
enthusiasm, encouragement and zeal 
to work so much harder for the 
propagation of the Faith among the 
Negrees and especially for the cul- 
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the training of colored priests? 
Something great had been achieved 
during the last twenty-five years 
for which everybody interested in 
the- American Negro was deeply 
grateful. 

Our own Ordinary, the Most 
Rev. Richard O. Gerow, Bishop of 
Natchez, celebrated the Solemn 
Pontifical High Mass of Thanks- 
giving, assisted by Negro priests 
whom he had ordained during the 
last 11 years. The Most Rev. Wil- 
liam D. O’Brien, Auxiliary Bishop 
of Chicago and President of the 
Catholic Church Extension Society 
of America, had come to preach the 
sermon. To a large audience, lis- 
tening most attentively and rever- 
ently, Bishop O’Brien expounded in 
4 most scholarly and eloquent man- 
ner the necessity, importance, and 
brief history of the missionary activ- 
ities of the Church in general and 
among the American Negroes in 
particular. He stressed the wisdom 
of the Church in having native Ne- 
gro priests minister to their own 
people much the same as other 
racial or national groups in_ the 
Church all over the world, for a 
Native Clergy is essential to the 
progress and stability of the Faith 
among any people. 

Immediately after the celebra- 
tion an elderly priest, who was 
deeply stirred by the masterly mis- 
sion sermon of Bishop O’Brien, re- 
marked to the writer: “Did you 
know that at the second Missionary 
Congress sponsored by the Catholic 
Extension Society in Boston, Mass., 
October 19-22, 1913, Monsignor 
John E. Burke, the first General 
Secretary of the Catholic Board for 
Mission Work among the Colored 
People, read a paper in which he 
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advocated in strong words a Negro 
Clergy?” This was an interesting 
bit of news about the development 
of a Negro Clergy in America. 32 
years later one of the outstanding 
members of the American Hier- 
archy and the second President of 
the Catholic Church Extension So- 
ciety took time off from his many 
pressing duties in Chicago to speak 
at the Silver Jubilee of St. Augus- 
tine’s Seminary just as strongly on 
the necessity of Negro priests and 
the actual great progress made there- 
in as championed by the generous 
and unforgettable benefactor of the 
Negroes, the late Monsignor Burke. 
To the writer that was not mere 
coincidence but an act of Divine 
Providence; for those in charge of 
the preparation of the Jubilee were 
not aware that Monsignor Burke 
had discussed the necessity of a Ne- 
ero clergy at the Missionary Con- 
egress in Boston, in which Bishop 
O’Brien was a leading figure. 

After the luncheon the Most 
Rev. Joseph F. Rummel, Arch- 
bishop of New Orleans, gave to the 
clergy in his own inimitable and 
fascinating way a noteworthy eval- 
uation of the existence and activity 
of St. Augustine’s Seminary for 
Negroes. Summing up the phe- 
nomenal progress made by colored 
people since Emancipation Day, 
January 1, 1863, in every field of 
activity — economic, political, social, 
and religious — His Excellency said 
that the foundation and the work of 
St. Augustine’s Seminary filled a 
great need and did its share in the 
march of Negro progress by provid- 
ing Catholic Negroes with 20 
priests. It began to allay the some- 
what justified suspicions and fears of 
the Catholic colored people that they 


lees bd 


ab ae te 


ST. AUGUSTINE’S MESSENGER 


THE STUDENTS’ BAND OF ST. STANISLAUS COLLEGE, BAY SAINT LOUIS, MISS., 


which furnished music for the Silver Jubilee celebration of St. Augustine’s Seminary. 
Brother Richard of the Sacred Heart Brothers is director of the band 


were actually being discriminated 
against and that their worthy sons 
were being barred from full partici- 
pation in the functioning of the 
Mystical Body of Christ and from 
attaining the high honor of the 
Holy Priesthood. 

Converts knew that Protestant 
ministers exercise a great influence 
among their people and that they 
are generously supported by their 
parishioners. They were puzzled 
that our Church should not recog- 
nize this fact and also make good 
use of Negro priests in behalf of 
the conversion of Negroes. 

It was due to the activity of St. 
Augustine’s Seminary, whose estab- 
lishment, in view of the social con- 
ditions of the South, demanded an 
almost superhuman courage, that 
such fears began to disappear and 
Catholic life among the colored peo- 
ple grew more vigorous. Today, so 
Archbishop Rummel pointed out, 
the Negro priest is a fact and is be- 
coming part of the American Clergy 
and even bringing the Gospel to for- 
eign mission fields in Africa. This 


fact is bound to give more hope and 
courage to our colored people. It 
will inspire our Catholic colored 
people to improve their Catholic 
home life and instill into the hearts 
of their boys greater love of God 
so that some will eventually become 
priests of God. 

His Excellency also emphasized 
that it was a wise move that in the 
early stages of this important ven- 
ture the first Negro priests should 
be Religious, for a Religious Com- 
munity is so much better equipped 
to undertake such pioneering work 
and is more able to absorb these new 
priests, to guide and protect them in 
their early priestly years. However, 
it should not be forgotten that, after 
all, the Religious priest assumes 
a complex responsibility, that of re- 
ligious discipline and of the priest- 
hood. The Archbishop then added 
that, without the slightest intention 
to detract from the glory of St. 
Augustine’s Seminary, we all look 
forward to see many more Negro 
diocesan priests than there are at 

(Continued on page 21) 
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Brothers’ Retreat 


The Brothers’ retreat this year 
was given by the Rev. Francis Wade, 
S.V.D., pastor of St. Benedict the 
Moor Church, Duson, La. 


Forty Hours’ Devotion 


The Forty Hours’ Devotion 
serves as an excellent preparation for, 
and proper observance of, the Feast of 
Christ, the King. As is customary at 
St. Augustine’s, this devotion was in- 
troduced with Solemn High Mass on 
the Friday preceding the feast, Oct. 26. 
At 8.30 Father Robert Pung, S.V. D., 
assisted by Father Arthur Winters, 
S.V. D., as deacon, and Father William 
Adams, S.V.D., as subdeacon, cele- 
brated the Mass. After Mass there was 
a solemn procession of clergy, choir, 
and servers with the Blessed Sacrament 
inside the church. During these days the 
members of the community in adoration 
and prayer prepared themselves for the 
beautiful and meaningful Feast of 
Christ, the King. 

On the morning of this feast, Oct. 
28, at 9 o'clock, a Solemn High Mass 
was celebrated. Father Clarence How- 
ard, S.V. D., was celebrant, Father Leo 
Woods, S.V.D., deacon, and Father 
William Adams, §.V.D., subdeacon. 
Father Woods preached a sermon which 
was especially appropriate for these 
times of unrest and distrust. 

The formal close of the Forty Hours’ 
Devotion took place in the afternoon at 
5 o’clock, at which time the whole com- 
munity made the act of consecration to 
Christ, the King. 


Missionary Lecture 


That evening the Rev. Cletus 
Hodapp, S.V.D., missionary from the 
Accra Prefecture, Gold Coast, Africa, 
lectured to the community on his mis- 
sion. Father Hodapp is no stranger at 
St. Augustine’s; he was a member of 
the Seminary faculty during the last 
years of the late Father Matthew 
Christman, S.V.D., founder of St. 
Augustine’s. The different offices which 
Father Hodapp held during the time 
that he was stationed here were: pre- 
fect of students, prefect of scholastics, 
procurator, and editor of St. Aucus- 
TINE’s MESSENGER. It was evident dur- 
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ing the lecture that Father was an old- 
timer. 


Sports 


Baseball and indoor were soon 
supplanted by basketball and football. 
The gridiron is all ready for those hot 
games to be booked day after day, es- 
pecially on Sundays and Wednesdays. 
But at the same time there is always a 
swift, exciting game going on 
on the basketball court. Bas- 
ketball is practically an all- 
year-round sport here at the 
Seminary. 


Investiture and Profession 


The Feast of All Saints 
is a memorable day in the 
lives of most of our Brothers. 
Last November 1 _ Brother 
Peter, S.V.D., of New Or- 
leans, La., and Brother Law- 
rence, S.V.D., of Grand Co- 
teau, La., pronounced their 
final vows, thereby binding 
themselves to the service of 
our Lord in the religious state 


for life. During the same 
ceremony Peter Horne of 
Augusta, Ga., received the 


habit of a lay Brother in the 
Society of the Divine Word 
and was given the name 
Brother Alphonse. Brother 
Bonaventure, S.V.D., of Le- 
beau, La., and Brother Mi- 
chael, S.V. D., of Baltimore, 
Md., took triennial vows; 
Brother Ignatius, S.V.D., of 
Atlanta, Ga.; Brother Ste- 
phen, S.V. D., of’ Washington, 
D. C. and Brother Thaddeus, 
S.V.D., of New Orleans, 
La., renewed their vows for 
one year. 
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Very Rev. Father Provincial, as rep- 
resentative of the Superior General, ac- 
cepted the vows. Deacon and subdeacon 


at the ceremony were the Rev. Law- 
rence Friedel, S.V.D., novice-master 
and spiritual director of the Brothers, 
and the Rev. William Adams, S.V. D., 
respectively. 


At noon the community and the rela- 
tives and friends of the newly professed 
went to the large dining hall 
for a repast worthy of the 
occasion. Toward the end of 
the meal Brother Peter ad- 
dressed the group in his own 
inimitable way. 


Prayers for the Dead 


If a stranger walks in- 
to St. Augustine’s Chapel on 
any morning of the week, he 
will be surprise to see so many 
Masses going on at the same 
time, and to notice that even 
second Masses are read on 
several altars. Had he drop- 
ped in on the morning of All 
Souls Day, he would have had 
greater reason for edification. 
For that morning, on which 
every priest is allowed to 
celebrate three Masses _ for 
the alleviation of the anguish 
of the Suffering Souls in 
Purgatory, all our priests per- 
formed this great deed of 
mercy. 

All went to chapel at 8.30 
to take part in a Solemn Re- 
quiem Mass offered up for 
the repose of the souls of our 
deceased confreres, relatives, 
friends, and benefactors. The 
celebrating priest was Father 
William Schaps, S.V.D.; 
the deacon, Father John 


Adams, 


Kist, Father 


S.V.D.; the subdeacon, 


William Adams, S.V. D. 


Au Revoir 


On the afternoon of November 
5, Brother Bonaventure, S.V.D., bade 
us farewell. Brother was on his way to 
St. Mary’s Mission House, Techny, IIl., 
where he will learn tailoring. The Semi- 
nary has been without a tailor for sev- 
eral years, and that is unfortunate for 
a large community like ours where his 
services would be in constant demand. 


Brother Bonaventure was in charge 
of the laundry here at the Seminary. He 
is in his fourth year of religious pro- 
fession. He will make his perpetual 
profession at the end of three years. 
Good luck, Brother! 


Chaplain Garrity 


We were fortunate to have our 
former history teacher, Father Joseph 
Garrity, S.V.D., back for a short visit. 
Father Garrity, now a naval chaplain, 
has had many experiences. He agreed 
to give the community a talk on his 
journeys with the armed forces. They 
were many and varied and held our in- 
terest to the end. The community was 
also treated to short talks by two visit- 
ing Army chaplains, Fathers Leo Schel- 
lenberger and Timothy Doody, both of 
whom had seen service overseas in Eu- 
rope. Both Fathers are now stationed 
at Camp Shelby, Miss. 


Announcement of Lay Retreat 


Our First Annual Men’s Retreat 
held here at the Seminary last summer 
drew such a wonderful response from 
our Catholic laymen, that we are an- 
nouncing the Second Annual Men’s 
Retreat far in advance. This retreat 
will be held at the Seminary in July. 
We ask all who are interested in mak- 
ing this retreat to watch for further 
announcements in future issues of the 
MESSENGER. 
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. yr - + ” 

S.\ . D.., ot New ( Yrleans, see (Ps. 
Ia., renewed their vows for 
one year, 


Father \ 
S.V.D., ordained to the pries 
tember, celebrates Mass at 

in the Seminary c 
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1y hands among the innocent. 


6) Father William 


d to the priesthood last Sep- 
ites Mass at the high altar 


1e Seminary chapel 


America 


Very 
resentative of the Superior General, ac- 
cepted the vows. Deacon and subdeacon 


Rev. Father Provincial, as rep- 


at the ceremony were the Rev. |aw- 
rence I*riedel, S.V.D.. novice-master 
and spiritual director of the Brothers, 
and the Rey. William .\dams, S.V.D., 
respectively, 


e rela 
professed 


\t noon the community and th 
tives and friends of the newly 


went to the large dining hall 
for a repast worthy of the 
accasion, ‘Toward the end of 
the meal Lrother Peter ad- 
dressed the group in his own 


inimitable wary. 


the Dead 


[f a stranver 


Prayers for 


walks in- 


to St. .\ugustine’s Chapel on 
any morning of the week, he 
will he surprise to see so many 
Masses going on at the same 
time, and to notice that even 
second Masses are read on 
several altars. [lad he drop 
ped in on the morning of AI] 


Souls Dav, he would have had 


greater reason for edification, 
Kor that morning, on which 
every priest is) allawed— to 
celebrate three Masses for 
the alleviation of the anguish 
of the Suffering Souls in 
Purgatory, all our priests per- 
formed this great deed of 
merey. 


All went to chapel at 8.30 
to take part in a Solemn Re- 
quem Mass offered up 
the repose of the souls of our 
deceased confreres, relatives, 
friends, and benefactors. The 
celebrating priest was Father 
William Schaps, 5S.V.D.; 
the deacon, Father John 


Adams, 


for 


Kist, S.V. D, 
William 


- the subdeacon, lather 


Adams, S.V.D. 


Au Revoir 
(On 
a Brother 


of November 
Bonaventure, S.V.D.,. bade 
us farewell. Brother was on his wav to 
St. Marv’s Mission House, Teehny, IH1., 
where he will learn tailoring. The Senn 
nary has been without a tailor for 
eral vears, and that is unfortunate for 
large community ke ours where | 
services would be in constant demand 


the afternoon 


SC\ 


11s 


Brother Bonaventure was in chare 


of the laundry here at the Seniunary, [le 
is im lus fourth year of religious pro- 
fession. tle wall make his) perpetual 
profession at the end of three vears 
(So0d Juck, Brother! 
Chaplain Garrity 

We were fortunate to have our 
bunitier history teacher, lather Joseph 
(GSarritv. S.V.D.. hack for a short visit 
coda (jarritv. wow a naval Sryiva, 
has had many experiences. [le agreed 
ty give the community a talk on his 
journeys with the armed forces. The 
were many and varied and held our in 
terest to the end. The community was 
also treated to short talks by two visit 
ing Army ia Hains, Fathers Leo Schel- 
lenberger and ‘Timothy Doody. both of 
whom had seen service overseas mm lau 


] 


Both I* 


Shelby. 


athers are stationer 


\liss 


re € WOW 


at Canny 


Announcement of Lay Retreat 


Our First \nnual Men's Ketre 
held here at the Seminary Jast summet 
drew such a wonderful response from 
our Cathohe Javmen, that we are an 
nouncing the Second Annual Men’s 
ketreat far in advance, ‘This retreat 
will be held at the Seminary in July 
We ask all who are interested in mak- 
ing this retreat to watch for further 
announcements in future issues of the 
AIESSENGER. 

1946 — HAPPY NEW YEAR — 1946 
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Father Miller was on the verge of 
discouragement. True, he was not easi- 
ly discouraged. That was clear from the 
fact that he had accepted his appoint- 
ment to the little Colored Mission of 
Sunville with joy. One of the few Ne- 
gro priests in the diocese, Father Miller 
had spent three years as assistant in a 
big city parish, but this had only sharp- 
ened his appetite for real mission work; 
wherefore he had begged of the Bishop 
to give him some real apostolic work 
in the rural Negro Missions. And the 
Bishop had taken his request literally, a 
bit too literally perhaps, for the Sun- 
ville Mission was generally acknowl- 
edged as one of the worst in the whole 
diocese. Yet Father Miller had beamed 
with joy at his appointment — and that, 
if anything, had shown that he had 
courage. 

But tonight, as he sat alone in the 
poor shack which labored under the 
name of “rectory,” Father Miller’s 
courage had sunk almost to the vanish- 
ing point. True, he had known that the 
odds were against him from the mo- 
ment he first set foot in Sunville. Close- 
ly hugging the bank of a river, Sunville 
was a sleepy Southern town of fifteen 
hundred inhabitants. The whole popu- 
lation, with few exceptions, was poor, 
but the colored population was more 
than poor; it was destitute! Father 
Miller saw at a glance that his brain 
would have to work overtime concoct- 
ing pecuniary plans to keep his mission 
plant going. 

His “mission plant,” did I say? That 
honorable institution consisted of a 
rickety, unpainted chapel, a well-ven- 
tilated rectory whose roof absorbed 
more water than a sponge, and an an-_ 
cient dilapidated barn with its lone in- 
habitant — a horse that must have 
played a conspicuous part in the famous 
ride of Paul Revere — these constituted 
Father Miller’s mission plant. What, 
no school? There were almost two hun- 
dred colored children of school age in 
and around Sunville; and no school for 
them? No! 

Father Miller had decided right off 
the bat that he must have a school. And 
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FATHER MILLER’S SCHOOL 


CLARENCE J. Howarp, §.V. D. 


right then and there his troubles began. 
Tonight, as his thoughts ran back over 
his past two years in Sunville, Father 
Miller realized this and heaved a big 
sigh. 

First, there had been the question of 
a place for the school, Father had cast 
longing eyes at the ancient, leaning 
barn. It wasn’t much to brag about, but 
it would have to do for a start. Then 
the question of seats. Well, that ques- 
tion was solved when Paul Revere’s old 
nag got a new master and Father Mil- 
ler received in exchange some lumber 
out of which he made benches and at 
the same time repaired the old barn a 
bit. Getting pupils was no hard job, 
but getting a teacher was. Because of 
lack of sufficient education no colored 
person in all Sunville could take the job, 
while, for a different reason, no white 
person would take the job. After much 
negotiating, Father had succeeded in 
importing a graduate of Xavier Uni- 
versity from New Orleans; and a very 
efficient teacher she proved to be. As 
for her meager salary, the Ladies’ So- 
dality of Father Miller’s former parish 
had volunteered to pay that. So far, so 
good ! , 

Father had opened his old barn- 
school with something like 35 children. 
When the second school-year had come; 
140 had presented themselves for en- 
rollment. Father had done his best, even 
taking some of them into his rectory 
and teaching them there himself. He 
had gone begging for money to build a 
school at least worthy of the name. But 
there he had met opposition. 

Up to then the Sunvillagers had been, 
at most, indifferent to the doings of Fa- 
ther Miller. But from that moment on 
they had become openly hostile. 

The leader of the opposition had 
been, and was, “Boss” Larry Carr, po- 
litical boss of Sunville, and owner and 
operator of the community’s one and 
only industry — a sugar refinery. This 
lucrative institution furnished the main 
reason for “Boss” Larry’s hostile op- 
position. Children worked cheaper than 
grown-ups; but not even black children 
could go to school and at the same time 
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work full twelve hours in the refinery. 

A ghost of a smile forced itself on 
Father Miller’s care-worn face at the 
recollection of this very logical reason- 
ing of “Boss” Larry. Even then the 
priest had not lost courage; he had 
simply “lain low” for a while. But then 
along had come a misfortune which had 
set him on the war-path, or rather “beg- 
ging-path” again. 

One night three weeks ago a mysteri- 
ous fire of “unknown origin” had re- 
duced his old barn-school to a heap of 
ashes. Father Miller had had his sus- 


sult of that visit had been just the op- 
posite. “Boss” Larry had declared most 
emphatically “They don’t need no edu- 
cation, and I’ll not only do everything 
I can to stop you from rebuilding that 
school, but I'll fire every one of my 
workers who dares to send his children 
to your school. And that’s final!’ 

The clock on the mantelpiece struck 
nine. Father got up, extinguished the 
light and went out across the yard to 
the little church. There in the darkness 
he knelt, talking over his troubles with 
his Divine Master and Friend. 


“T’ll fire every one of my workers who dares to send his children to your school. 
And that’s final!” 


picions, but could prove nothing. How- 
ever, he had- lost no time in starting a 
campaign for funds with which to re- 
build his school. He had gone person- 


ally to every home in Sunville. The 
colored people could give very little; a 
few of the white people, rather admir- 
ing his courage than pitying his mis- 
fortune, had given a little. But the cam- 
paign had finally fallen flat due to the 
determined and persistent opposition of 
“Boss” Larry. As a last resort Father 
Miller had, this very day, gone person- 
ally to see Larry Carr to try to obtain 
his support, or at least to. get him to 
withdraw his opposition. Alas! the re- 


“That old barn-school wasn’t much,” 
he was saying; “but it was the only 
place I had in which to fashion those lit- 
tle souls after Your example. Now, 
even that is gone, and You know how 
and why. I have done my best to bring 
Larry Carr around, but evidently I was 
not worthy. Then I must leave him en- 
tirely to You. You can, and somehow 
I feel that You will, bring him around.” 
And as Father continued praying his 
courage came back and his hope rose 
higher. 

Next day Father Miller was kept 
busy with two sick-calls. The second 
one took him away down the river to an 
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old colored man who had been ill for 
some time. It was already late after- 
noon when he started back home, walk- 
ing along the river bank. 

The sun was low when he neared 
Sunville. As he rounded the last bend 
of the river he noticed two young boys 
in midstream in a canoe. The smaller 
boy was throwing a rubber ball into 
the water while the bigger boy would 
dive in and bring it back, to the merry 
delight of the other. Father recognized 
them as the only sons of “Boss” Larry 
Carr. 

“Rather dangerous sport,” he mur- 
mured to himself. “A canoe is no place 
for such antics.” And he walked slow- 
ly on, thinking of his own canoe ad- 
ventures in the good old Seminary days. 

“What’s up now?” Father suddenly 
exclaimed to himself, as he glanced in 
the direction of the boys again. The 
little boy had thrown the ball farther 
than usual; the other had recovered it 
and started for the canoe, but after a 
couple of strokes he stopped and _ be- 
gan screaming at the top of his voice. 
At the same time his brother in the 
canoe began shouting and gesticulating 
wildly. The priest stood still. “Is that 
part of the game, or —?” But even as 
he spoke, the boy in the water disap- 
peared. One thought popped into Fa- 
ther Miller’s mind: “Cramps!” Quick- 
ly taking off his shoes and flinging aside 
his coat, he jumped into the water and 
made straight for the drowning boy, 
who had reappeared at the surface. Fa- 
ther Miller was a good swimmer, and it 
was only a matter of minutes before he 
had the boy safe in the canoe with his 
badly frightened brother. Getting in 
with them the priest paddled the canoe 
toward the bank where by this time a 
number of people had gathered, attract- 
ed by the shouts of the younger boy. 

That night as Father Miller sat at 
home dressed up in his overalls and cas- 
sock, while the trousers of his only suit 
hung dripping in the kitchen, someone 
knocked. It was “Boss” Larry Carr, 
but the “Boss” part had quite disap- 
peared, 

“Father!” he exclaimed, as soon as 
he entered, “how can I ever thank you 
for saving my boy’s life? And after all 
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I had done to you. Father, do you 
know that — that I was the one who — 
who paid a tramp to set fire to your old 
barn-school ?” 

“I thought as much,” Father Miller 
confessed: “but —” 

“But,” interrupted Larry Carr, “be- 
cause of your religion you said nothing, 
forgave me I suppose, and today even 
risked your life to save my son. You 
know, Father, I’ve been a fool!” And 
inwardly Father Miller heartily agreed 
with him, but let him continue talking. 
“Yes, just an old fool; carrying on 
this way against you, a minister of the 
Gospel. But I’m going to make up for 
it. I know you wouldn’t think of ac- 
cepting any money from me for what 
you did today, but there’s another way. 
I’m going to give you $200 cash for 
burning down your old barn-school, 
and I promise you another $500 for 
your new school, And, Father, if you 
start up your building-fund campaign 
again tomorrow, I — I would consider 
it an honor to be your campaign-mana- 
ger!” 

Later that night Father Miller knelt 
in the darkness of his little chapel. 
Tears of gratitude streamed down his 
cheeks as his lips murmured: 

“Dear Lord, I am mighty glad I left 
that affair of my old barn-school en- 
tirely in Your Hands. You surely 
brought “Boss” Larry around.” 


“I wanna go 
t’ school!” 


There is a_ great 
need in the South 
for 
MORE CATHOLIC 
SCHOOLS for 
NEGROES 


Won’t you help to 
BUILD or 
SUPPORT one? 


Jan. 6—Epiphany 


In a certain way 
today is our Christ- 
mas. For this is the 
day on which the 
Divine Infant mani- 
fested Himself to 
the Magi who repre- 
sented the gentile 
world. (“Epiphany” 
means “manifesta- 
tion.”) In fact, up 
until the year 376 
many churches cele- 
brated Christmas on 
this day. Our Lord 
shows us in today’s 
feast that He wants 
all nations and races 
to enter His Church. Millions of souls 
are still outside the true fold. Pray 
real fervently to the Divine Infant for 
all the missionaries who are laboring to 
bring these souls into His one true 
Church. 


id 


Child Jesus. 


Jan. 12 — Holy Family 


Although this feast had been cele- 
brated in dioceses of Canada for over 
two hundred years, it was not until 
1921 that Pope Benedict made it a uni- 
versal feast to be kept in the entire 
Church. The happy and blessed family 
life which Jesus, Mary and Joseph 
lived in their home at Nazareth is put 
before us today for our veneration and 
imitation. Every member in the family 
can find a model for imitation; in the 
Child Jesus, the children should learn 
obedience and respect for their parents ; 
while in Mary and Joseph, the parents 
are given excellent models for mutual 
love and patience. Pray today for all 
families that God may bless them abun- 
dantly. 


Jan. 21 — St. Agnes 


Not all the early Roman families led 
“fast” lives. A striking proof of this 
is given us in today’s saint, a beautiful 
thirteen-year-old daughter of a wealthy 


fourth-century noble Roman family. 
Denounced as a Christian by one whom 
she refused to marry, Agnes proved 
equally obstinate to both the induce- 


January is the month dedicated to the 

Parents should place their 

children under His protection that He may 
keep them good and pure 


ments and threats of 
pagan authorities as 
they tried to make 
her deny Christ. She 
preserved both her 
faith and virginity, 
but it cost her what 
she most ardently 
desired, martyrdom. 
Many good girls 
wishing, like Agnes, 
to remain true to 
Christ are daily sub- 
jected to various 
snares of the devil. 
Ask St. Agnes to 
obtain for them the 
gift of fortitude. 


Jan. 27 — St. John Chrysostom 


The eloquence of his oratory gained 
for this fourth-century Bishop of Con- 
stantinople the title of “Golden-Mouth.” 
Because he severely opposed the scan- 
dalous conduct of the Empress Eudoxia 
and certain members of the clergy, he 
was maltreated in various ways by 
them, finally banished and died in ex- 
ile in the year 407. The remarkable 
gifts of speech possessed by this saint 
were used only to proclaim and defend 
the cause of God and His justice. Ask 
him to obtain for you the special grace 
of controlling your tongue. 


Jan. 29 — St. Francis de Sales 


Christ’s admonition, “Learn of me 
for I am meek and humble of heart,” 
was well heeded and fulfilled by this 
sixteenth-century French Bishop and 
Doctor of the Church, St. Francis of 
Sales. He worked most untiringly and 
successfully toward converting the 
Protestants in the surrounding French 
districts. Although a most brilliant 
scholar, he was most famous for his 
simplicity in his sermons. He had a 
strong temper by natural disposition, 
but so well did he conquer it that he was 
known as the “Gentleman Saint of in- 
exhaustible meekness and _ patience.” 
He is the patron saint of Catholic 
writers. Pray to him that more Catho- 
lics will read the excellent Catholic mag- 
azines being published in this country. 
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old colored man who had been ill for 
some time, It was already late after- 
noon when he started back home, walk- 
ing along the river bank. 

The sun was low when he neared 
Sunville. .\s he rounded the last bend 
of the river he noticed two young boys 
in midstream in a canoe. The smaller 
hoy was throwing a rubber ball into 
the water while the bigger boy would 
dive in and brine it back, to the merry 
delight of the other. Father recognized 
them as the only sons of “Boss” Larry 
Carr. 

“Rather dangerous sport.” he 
mured to himself. “\ canve is no place 
for such anties.” .\nd he walked slow- 
ly on. thinkine of his own canoe ad- 
ventures in the wood old Seminary days. 

“What's up now?” Father suddenly 
exclaimed to himself, as he glanced in 
the direction of the bovs agam. The 
little bow had thrown the ball farther 
than usual: the other had recovered it 
and started for the canoe, but after a 
couple of strokes he stopped and be- 
van screaming at the top of his voice. 


mur- 


\t the same time his brother in the 
canoe began shouting and gesticulating 
wildly. The priest stood still, “Is that 


Bur even as 
he spoke. the boy in the water clisay)- 
peared. Ome thought popped into Ta 
ther Miller's mind: “Cramps !" Quick- 
ly taking off his shoes and flinging aside 
his coat, he jumped into the water and 
made drowning 


pert of the game, or 


straight for the hov, 
who had reappeared at the surface. Fa- 
ther Miller was a good swimmer, and it 
wis only a matter of minutes before he 
had the hov safe in the canoe with his 
badly frightened brother. Getting in 
with them the priest paddled the canoe 
toward the bank where by this time a 
number of people had gathered, attract- 
ed by the shouts of the younger boy. 

That night as Vather Miller sat at 
home dressed up in his overalls and cas- 
sock, while the trousers of his only suit 
hune dripping in the kitchen, someone 
knocked. It was Larry Carr, 
but the part had quite disap- 
peared, 

“Rather! he exclaimed, as soon as 
he entered, “how can T ever thank you 
for saving my bov’s life? And after all 
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1 had done to you, Father, do you 
know that — that I was the one who — 
who paid a tramp to set fire to your old 
barn-school 7” 

“T thought as much,” lather Miller 
contessed: “but - 

“But.” interrupted Larry Carr, “he- 
cause of your religion you said nothing, 
forgave me [ suppose, and today even 
risked your life to save my son. You 
know, Father, I've been a fool!” And 
inwardly Father Miller heartily agreed 
with him, but let him continue talking. 
“Yes, just an old fool; carrying on 
this way against you, a minister of the 
Gospel. But I'm going to make up for 
it. | know vou wouldn't think of ac- 
cepting any money from me for what 
you did today, but there's another way. 
I'm going to give vou $200 cash for 
burning down your old barn-school, 
and | promise you another $500 for 
your new school, -\nd. Father, 1f you 
start up your building-fund campaign 
avain tomorrow, | | would consider 
it an honor to be vour campaign-mana- 
ver!" 

Later that night Father Miller knelt 
in the darkness of his little chapel. 
Tears of gratitude streamed down his 
cheeks as his lips murmured: 

“Dear Lord, | am mighty glad I left 
that affair of my old barn-school en 
tirely in Your Hands. You surely 
hrought “Boss” Larry around 


“T wanna go 
t’ school!” 


There is a_ great 


need in the South 
for 
MORE CATHOLIC 
SCHOOLS for 


NEGROES 


Won’t you help to 
BUILD or 
SUPPORT one? 


JANUARY'S SAINTS 


Jan. 6—Epiphany 

In a certain way 
today is our Christ- 
mas. [or this is the 
day on which the 
Divine Infant mani- 
fested Ttlimself to 
the Magi who repre- 
sented the gentile 


world. (“Hpiphany” 
means  ‘“‘manifesta- 
tion.” ) In fact, up 
until the vear 376 


many churches cele- 
brated Christmas on 
this dav. Our Lord 
shows us in today’s 
feast that Tle wants 
all nations and races 
to enter Tlis Church. 
are still outside the true fold. Pray 
real fervently to the Divine Infant for 
all the missionaries who are laboring to 
bring these souls into His true 
Church. 


- 


Child Jesus. 


Millions of souls 


one 


Jan. 12 — Holy Family 


Although this feast had heen cele- 
brated in dioceses of Canada for over 
two hundred years, it was not until 
1921 that Pope Benedict made it a uni- 
versal feast to be kept in the entire 
Church. ‘The happy and blessed family 
life which Jesus, Marv and Joseph 
lived in their home at Nazareth is put 
before us today for our veneration and 
imitation, very member in the family 
can find a model for imitation; in the 
Child Jesus. the children should learn 
obedience and respect for their parents; 
while in Mary and Joseph, the parents 
are given excellent models for mutual 
love and patience. Pray today for all 
families that God may bless them abun- 
dantly. 


Jan. 21 — St. Agnes 

Not all the early Roman families led 
“fast’ lives. .\ striking proof of this 
is given us in today’s saint, a beautiful 
thirteen-vear-old daughter of a wealthy 
fourth-century noble Roman family. 
Denounced as a Christian hy one whom 
she refused to marry, Agnes proved 
equally obstinate to both the induce- 


January is the month dedicated to the ee 

Parents should place their 

children under His protection that He may 
keep them good and pure 


ments and threats of 
pagan authorities as 
they tried to make 
her deny Christ. She 
preserved both her 
faith and virginity. 
but it cost 
she most 
desired, 
Many good 
wishing, like 
tw) remain true 
Christ are daily 
jected = ta various 
snares of the devil 
St. .\enes to 
obtain for them the 
eift of fortitude, 


her what 
ardently 
martyrdom. 
eirls 


\enes, 
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Jan. 27 — St. John Chrysostom 

The eloquence of his oratory gained 
for this fourth-century Bishop of Con- 
stantinople the title of “Golden-Mouth.” 
Because he severely opposed the scan- 
dalous conduct of the Impress ltudosia 
and certain members of the clergy, he 
was maltreated ino various wavs by 
them. finally banished and died in ex- 
ile in the vear 407. The remarkable 
elits of speech possessed by this saint 
were used only to proclaim: and detend 
the cause of God and Jlis justice. .\sk 
him to obtain for vou the special grace 
af controlling your tongue. 


St. Francis de Sales 

admonition, “learn of me 
for | am meek and humble of heart.” 
was well heeded and fulfilled Ivy this 
sixteenth-century French and 
Doctor of the Church, St. Francis of 
Sales. Ile worked most untiringly and 
successfully toward converting the 
Protestants in the surrounding Itrench 
districts. \Ithough ao omost  Irillant 
scholar, he was most famous for his 
simplicity in his sermons. Ife had a 
temper by natural disposition, 
but so well did he conquer it that he was 
known as the “Gentleman Saint of in- 
exhaustible meekness and patience.” 
He is the patron saint of Catholte 
writers, Pray to him that more Catho- 
lics will read the excellent Catholic mag 
azines being published in this country 
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Christ's 
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BRIGHT SPOTS IN THE NEWS 


Universities Intend to Expand 


Xavier University of New Or- 
leans, La., as well as Dillard Uni- 
versity of the same city, has post- 
war expansion programs developed. 
New buildings to care for an increase 
in student enrollment and to pro- 
vide a campus chapel are the main 
items on this program. Dillard has 
organized a veterans’ guidance cen- 
ter. Here veterans seeking educa- 
tional benefits and vocational re- 
habilitation under federal legisla- 
tion can find aid. 


Two Notable “Firsts” 


The Crescent Concerts Company 
presented the New Orleans Sym- 
phony Orchestra at the Booker T. 
Washington Auditorium with Orrin 
Clayton Suthern, brilliant young 
Negro organist, as guest soloist. 


This is the first time that a Negro 
company has presented a white sym- 
phony orchestra in the deep South, 
and the first time that a Negro artist 
has appeared in public with such an 


orchestra. The concert took place 
on December 7, 1945. 


Negro Democrats in Florida 

Negroes are now permitted to 
register and vote as Democrats in 
the primaries in Florida. They won 
this right on July 27, 1945, in a 
decision by the State’s Supreme 
Court. Following the decision, the 
Secretary of State was advised by 
the Attorney General that super- 
visors must permit Negroes to regis- 
ter as Democrats and vote in the 
primaries in Florida. 


Negro Ratings in Navy for Keeps 

The ratings that Negroes had in 
the Navy, the Coast Guard and the 
Marine Corps during the war will 


18 


not be abolished now that peace has 
come. Statements made by top- 
ranking officials of these branches 
show that experience has justified 
the inclusion of Negro personnel in 
the postwar organizations. After 
World War I Negroes were demo- 
bilized or banned to the stewards? 
branch of the service. The future 
peace-time Navy will be a volun- 
teer organization, and Negro volun- 
teers will be accepted with nothing 
barred. 


Living Wage for Negroes 


A Catholic educator, speaking at 
in interdenominational race relations 
institute in New Orleans, advocated 
a living wage for Negro fathers in 
order to reduce delinquency among 
their children. The Rev. John J. 
Conroy, S.S.J., said that low wages 
lead to lack of care of the offspring. 
This in turn leads to juvenile de- 
linquency not only among the col- 
ored but also among the children of 
the other group. - Children often 
are freed of the supervision of both 
father and mother because the moth- 
er also has to go out to work to 
raise the family income. 


Offer $3,000 for Best Book 
Combating Intolerance 


For the best book combating in- 
tolerance in America a prize of 
$3,000 is being offered by Julian 
Messner, Inc., publishers, it was 
announced. The prize-winning 
volume may be a novel, a biography, 
an historical or scientific work, a 
play, a poem, an essay, or may take 
any form adaptable to book publi- 
cation. The award is open to all. 
The closing date for submitting 
manuscripts is March 30, 1946. 


With our SVD Fathers 
on the Colored Missions 


Pioneering 


A year ago Father Jerome 
Haines, S.V. D., was changed from 
Pointe-a-la-Hache, La., where he 
had been serving as assistant. He 
went farther into the interior of 
Louisiana and almost dropped out 
of sight. But by no means has he 
been an idle man. 

Father takes care of about fifty 
Catholics in Franklin, La. Recent- 
lv he had 12 children for First 
Communion, and he now has sev- 
eral converts under instruction. St. 
Jules’ Mission in Franklin consists 
of a building of two rooms, one 
used as a chapel, and the other used 
for Catechism instructions. 

Six and a half miles away to the 
Southeast lies the tiny settlement of 
Verdunville. Here Father Haines 
has a nice little chapel and 200 
Catholics. With the help of two 
colored carpenters (one of them 78 
years old), who offered their labor 
free, a small parish hall has just 
been built. 

Neither Immaculate Conception 
Mission in Verdunville nor St. 


PARISH HALL , 
recently built 
in the Parish 

of the Immaculate 

Heart of Mary, 

Lafayette, 
La. 


Jules Mission in Franklin has a 
priest’s house, so for the time being 
Father Haines is enjoying the hos- 
pitality of St. Joseph’s Church in 
Centerville, which is almost midway 
between his two missions. How- 
ever, Father has plans to build a 
rectory and a school in Franklin. Do 
I hear some of our dear readers 
seconding that motion? If so, Fa- 
ther’s address is: Rev. Jerome 
Haines, S.V. D., Box 593, Franklin, 
Louisiana. 


Associate Editor 

Father Arthur C. Winters, 
S.V. D., ordained at St. Augustine’s 
Seminary, Bay St. Louis, Miss., last 
January, has been appointed as asso- 
ciate editor of Sr. AuGusTINE’s 
MEssENGER to take the place of Fa- 
ther Lawrence Dudink, S.V. D., 
who is ill in the hospital. Father 
Winters, brother of Father Richard 
Winters, S.V. D., is already known 
to many of our readers through his 
fine poems which have been appear- 
ing in the Messencer for several 
years. 


INTENTIONAL SECOND EXPOSURE 


BRIGHT SPOTS IN THE NEWS 


Universities Intend to Expand 

Xavier University of New Or- 
leans, La., as well as Dillard Uni- 
versity of the same city, has post- 
war expansion programs developed. 
New buildings to care for an increase 
in student enrollment and to pro- 
vide a campus chapel are the main 
items on this program. Dzillard has 
organized a veterans’ guidance cen- 
ter. Here veterans seeking educa- 
tional benefits and vocational re- 
habilitation under federal legisla- 
tion can find aid. 

Two Notable “Firsts” 

The Crescent Concerts Company 
presented the New Orleans Sym- 
phony Orchestra at the Booker i Ye 
Washington Auditorium with Orrin 
Clayton Suthern, brillant 
Negro organist, as guest soloist. 
This is the first time that a Negro 
company has presented a white sym- 
phony orchestra in the deep South, 
and the first time that a Negro artist 
has appeared in public with such an 
orchestra. The concert took place 
on December 7, 1945. 


young 


Negro Democrats in Florida 

Negroes are now permitted to 
register and vote as Democrats in 
the primaries in Florida. They won 
this right on July 27, 1945, in a 
decision by the State’s Supreme 
Court. Following the decision, the 
Secretary of State was advised by 
the Attorney General that super- 
visors must permit Negroes to regis- 
ter as Democrats and vote in the 
primaries in Florida. 
Negro Ratings in Navy for Keeps 

The ratings that Negroes had in 
the Navy, the Coast Guard and the 
Marine Corps during the war will 
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not be abolished now that peace has 
come. Statements made by top- 
ranking officials of these branches 
show that experience has justified 
the inclusion of Negro personnel in 
the postwar organizations. After 
World War I Negroes were demo- 
bilized or banned to the stewards’ 
branch of the service. The future 
peace-time Navy will be a volun- 
teer organization, and Negro volun- 
teers will be accepted with nothing 
barred. 


Living Wage for Negroes 

A Catholic educator, speaking at 
in interdenominational race relations 
institute in New Orleans, advocated 
a living wage for Negro fathers in 
order to reduce delinquency among 
their children. The Rev. John J. 
Conroy, S.S.J., said that low wages 
lead to lack of care of the offspring. 
This in turn leads to juvenile de- 
linquency not only among the col- 
ored but also among the children of 
the other group. Children often 
are freed of the supervision of both 
father and mother because the moth- 
er also has to go out to work to 
raise the family income. 


Offer $3,000 for Best Book 
Combating Intolerance 


lor the best book combating 1n- 
tolerance in America a prize of 
$3,000 is being offered by Julian 
Messner, Inc., publishers, it was 
announced. The prize-winning 
volume may be a novel, a biography, 
an historical or scientific work, a 
play, a poem, an essay, or may take 
any form adaptable to book publi- 
cation. The award is open to all. 
The closing date for submitting 
manuscripts 1s March 30, 1946. 


With our SVD Fathers 


on the Colored Missions 


Pioneering 
A year ago [Lather Jerome 


Haines, S.V. D., was changed from 
Pointe-a-la-Hache, La., where he 
had been serving as assistant. He 
went farther into the interior of 
Louisiana and almost dropped out 
of sight. But by no means has he 
been an idle man. 

I‘ather takes care of about fifty 
Catholics in Franklin, La. Recent- 
lv he had 12 children for First 
Communion, and he now has sev 
eral converts under instruction. St. 
Jules’ Mission in Franklin consists 
of a building of two rooms, one 
used as a chapel, and the other used 
for Catechism instructions. 

Six and a half miles away to the 
Southeast lies the tiny settlement of 
Verdunville. Here lather Haines 
has a nice little chapel and 200 
Catholics. With the help of two 
colored carpenters (one of them 78 
years old), who offered their labor 
free, a small parish hall has just 
been built. 

Neither Immaculate Conception 
Mission in Verdunville nor St. 


PARISH HALL 
recently built § 
in the Parish § 

of the Immaculate 

Heart of Mary, 

Lafayette, 


Jules Mission in’ Franklin has a 
priest’s house, so for the time bem 
l-ather Haines ts enjoying the hos 
pitality of St. Joseph’s Church in 
Centerville, which 1s almost midway 
between his two How 
ever, Father has plans to build a 
rectory and a school in Franklin. Do 
I hear some of our dear readers 


MISSIONS. 


seconding that motion: If so, la 
ther’s address ts: Rev. Jerome 


Haines, $.V. D., Box 593, Franklin, 
Louisiana. 


Associate Editor 

lather Arthur C. Winters, 
S.V. D., ordained at St. Augustine’s 
Seminary, Bay St. Louis, Miss., last 
January, has been appointed as asso 
ciate editor of Sr. AuGUSTINE’s 
MeEssENGER to take the place of I’a- 
ther Lawrence Dudink, S.V. D., 
who is ill in the hospital. lather 
Winters, brother of Father Richard 
Winters, S.V. D., is already known 
to many of our readers through his 
fine poems which have been appear 
ing in the Messencer for several 


years. 


“‘Onole and Unquote is 


@ What Others Are Saying Of 
@ And About the Negro 


Jim-Crowism an Anomaly 


“It is not enough to say that all men 
are created equal, with equal rights to 
life, liberty and pursuit of happiness. 
No matter how passionately we believe 
in these ideals, our belief will avail us 
little unless we supplement these truths 
by effective action in order that they 
may become fruitful realities for every- 
one. The time has come to apply the 
remedies and apply them quickly... . 
To all men who claim the title of ‘Chris- 
tian,’ I repeat what I have previously 
said: ‘Jim-Crowism in the Mystical 
Body of Christ is a disgraceful anoma- 
ly.’ Christianity pays no heed to the ac- 
cidental difference of race and color. If 
Christians have failed to learn this great 
and essential truth and practice it in 
their daily lives, and many of them 
have, then it is high time that we but- 
tress this fundamental principle of 
Christianity and democracy with the 
local strength necessary to make it oper- 
ative.” 

Most Rev. Bernard J. Sheil, D.D. 
Auxiliary Bishop of Chicago 


Juvenile Delinquency 


“Lack of religious and ethical train- 
ing is one of the greatest factors in ju- 
venile delinquency. If a child has no 
standards by which to grow, he is grop- 
ing in the dark. If he learns it is smart 
to dodge the law, that the only sin is 
getting caught, he is on the road to 
crime. If he hears his parents lying, 
he sees no reason for the truth. If at 
home he hears violent diatribes against 
any group, whether it be of religion, 
color, nationality or class, his first im- 
pulse is to attack them.” 

Ruth Taylor 
New York, N. Y. 


Poll Tax 


“Anybody who believes in justice 
and democracy has to believe, at least. 
that all citizens regardless of race will 
be permitted to exercise the right of 
suffrage. ... 


“I do not believe that the purpose of 
the poll tax is financial. .I believe that 
certain powers that be in this and other 
Southern States don’t want the com- 
mon man to vote. A number of states 
levy a poll tax but only those eight un- 
fortunate states of the South require it 
as a prerequisite to vote. 


“Let’s get rid of the poll tax. We 
can contribute $1.75 (the amount of the 
Texas poll tax) to the government, But 
let’s not make the right to vote depend- 
ent upon it.” 

Most Rev. Robert E. Lucey, D.D. 
Archbishop of San Antonio, Texas 


The Color Doesn’t Count 


“Never was it a Catholic idea that a 
good man with a dark skin is inferior 
to a scoundrel with a fair skin.... Ne- 
groes have been canonized saints. Are 
we to imitate, solely in the United 
States, a snobbish non-Catholic out- 
look ? 


“Are races to be separated just as in- 
dividuals have been divorced? Race 
segregation or separation has been fos- 
tered by those ‘proud’ to be of Anglo- 
Saxon stock, descendants of the devo- 
tees of King Henry VIII, carriers of 
an anti-Catholic culture reaching its 
zenith in the Ku Klux Klan, which 
brackets Catholics, Jews and Negroes 
as American undesirables.” 


Ted LeBerthon 
Los Angeles, Calif. 
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JUBILEE ECHOES 


(Continued from page 11) 


present; for it has never been the 
idea of the Church that every priest 
~ should become a Religious, a mem- 
ber of some Order or Congregation 
of priests. No doubt there are col- 
ored young men who have the urge 
and vocation to become priests, but 
do not wish or are not called to 
shoulder the burden of the Relig- 
ious life. Their vocation should 
not be frustrated, but they should 
be trained and eventually integrated 
into the ranks of the secular clergy. 
Now, so concluded His Excellency, 
since the work has passed the pio- 
neering stage and progressed well, 
we can look forward to seeing more 
Negro secular priests, especially in 
the States of the North where State 
laws do not prohibit the training 


of students of both racial groups in 
the same institution, which, I am 
told, is already being done in some 
northern seminaries. 

A thunderous applause from the 


Bishops,, Monsignori and _ priests 
present gave full approval to these 
frank and far-reaching statements 
of Archbishop Rummel. This writ- 
er feels confident that a new era is 
dawning for our Catholic colored 
people and their own priests. Mis- 
sionaries had often discussed this 
knotty problem among themselves 
along the same lines as the zealous 
Archbishop of New Orleans. They 
know the difficulties which lie in 
the way of Negro secular priests 
here in the South. Now we feel 
that this problem will be solved 
much sooner perhaps than antici- 
pated, thank God! 

During the afternnon program 
the Most. Rev. Benjamin Jules 


Jeanmard, Bishop of Lafayette, 
Louisiana, addressed a large gath- 
ering of priests, Sisters, and lay 
people. His Excellency has more 
than 65,000 Catholic Negroes un- 
der his jurisdiction, and he grew up 
with them; therefore, no one is 
more able to speak with such telling 
authority on Negro Catholics, their 
desires and ambitions than good 
Bishop Jeanmard. Ever since the 
first ordination at St. Augustine’s 
Seminary eleven years ago, he has 
had our colored Fathers in his dio- 
cese and has had ample opportunity 
te observe them. Again he stated 
in emphatic words as he had done 
on some previous public occasions, 
that the colored priests have neither 
disappointed nor failed him; on 
the contrary, they have done well 
and proved their worth. Moreover, 
the colored people themselves wel- 
comed them with open arms from 
the very beginning of their coming 
into the diocese and have fully co- 
operated with them. in every activity. 
The people not only respect them, 
but LOVE them. The statement 
which one can hear so often, name- 
ly, that colored people do not want 
their own priests, but rather prefer 
white priests, was again branded by 
the Bishop as nothing buta MYTH. 

To us missionaries engaged either 
in the training of Negro priests or 
actually doing mission work among 
them, this Jubilee celebration and 
especially the stirring speeches of 
prominent members of the Hier- 
archy gave new inspiration and 
impetus in continuing to become 
worthy of the confidence placed in 
us by the leaders of our Hierarchy. 
Henceforth we shall be more eager 
than ever before to spend and to be 

(Continued on page 24) 
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My dear Boys and Girls: 


Another year has passed away, and 
all of you are one year older than you 
were last New Year’s Day. Are you 
also better? Better toward your dear 
parents? Better toward your play- 
mates? Better toward Jesus? 

Are you better in school this Janu- 
ary than you were last January? Are 


you better in your attendance at Mass? 

This is a good way to examine your- 
selves at the beginning of the New 
Year. Now make an act of humble sor- 
row for all your many faults of last 


year. Then sing “Holy God, We 
Praise Thy Name!” as an act of thanks 
for all the good things the dear God 
gave you during 1945. When Saturday 
comes around, go to Confession. Then 
on Sunday morning, right after Holy 
Communion, when you have your Sav- 
jor within your breast, whisper to Him 
that you love Him, and ask Him to 
help you to live as a true, pure, hon- 
est, obedient and happy boy or girl 
throughout 1946! 


MY MAIL BAG 


Dear Father Howard: I have been reading 
ST. AUGUSTINE’S MESSENGER for sev- 
eral months. I like the “Children’s Corner” 
very much. 
I am ten years old and in the 5th grade. 
My sister and I were confirmed in September. 
We hope you will come to Cleveland some 
day and give us a mission. 
Beverly Ann Washington, age 10 
10920 Grantwood 
Cleveland, Ohio 


Congratulations, Beverly Ann! You and 
your sister are now little soldiers of Christ 
after having reecived the beautiful Sacrament 
of Confirmation. Maybe I shall get to Cleve- 
land again some day; and then I will be glad 
to meet you and your sister. 


Dear Father Howard: I have been enjoying 
your magazine which my grandmother has 
been getting. But now I am enclosing a 
dollar for a subscription. I will enjoy hav- 
ing my own MESSENGER to take to my 
Sunday School class. 

I will pray to the Dear Lord for everyone. 
May God bless you. And I do hope more peo- 
ple try to help St. Augustine’s Seminary. 
From a little girl that will pray, 

Lucille Jane Di Prince 
R. R. 2, Box 551 
Pueblo, Col. 


Thank you very much, Lucille, for your 
subscription. All of us here at the Seminary 
appreciate your prayers, and we hope that 
your “hope” of more help for the Seminary 
will come true. 


Dear Father Howard: I have been receiving 
the ST. AUGUSTINE’S MESSENGER for 
over a year now, and I look forward to ev- 
ery copy. I enjoy reading every article in it 
very much, but most especially do I enjoy 
the “Children’s Corner.” 

Father, I hope I am not out of place writ- 
ing here in your column, as I am not in 
grade school. I am a junior at Villa Angela 
Academy. 

Remembering you in the prayers of my 
daily Masses, I am, sincerely yours in Christ, 

Eileen Frances Kozel, 
386 East 163rd Street 
Cleveland 10, Ohio 


Welcome to “Children’s Corner,” Eileen! I 
want not only primary-graders but also high- 
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school pupils to feel at home here. In a way 
it is too bad that children have to “grow up.” 
I wish that they would remain children al- 
ways, at least in spirit, with the same sim- 
plicity, frankness, trustfulness and love. Our 
Lord says, “Of such is the Kingdom of Heav- 
en!” So, as long as you enjoy reading 
“CHILDREN’S CORNER,” “CHIL- 
DREN’S CORNER?” will enjoy having you 
as a reader and contributor. 


Dear Father Howard: We have missed you 
very much since you gave the mission here. 
I am going to pray hard so that God will 
see a way so that you can come back to 
Apalachicola. 

There were three 8th-grade graduates this 
year — one boy and two girls. I was one 
of them. I do hope that I can go to a Catho- 
lic high school next year. Will you say some 
prayers for me that I may go? I am pray- 
ing for you and the other priests. Respect- 
fully yours, 

Willie Mae Osborne, age 13 
105 Avenue G 
Apalachicola, Fla. 


Very glad to hear from you, Willie Mae. 
I would be happy to get back to Apalachicola 
again some time. Of course, I will pray 
that you may be able to attend a Catholic 
high school, It’s too bad that there isn’t one 
in Apalachicola, Thanks for your prayers, 
and keep them up. 


Dear Father Howard: This is my first time 
writing to you. I have been reading your 
“Children’s Corner” very closely. I am a 6th 
grade pupil of St. Edward’s School. Please 
pray for me; I will say a little prayer for 
you. God bless you. Yours truly, 

Pearl Jones, age 11 

512 E. Madison Street 

New Iberia, La. 

This first letter of yours made me happy, 
Pearl. Certainly, I will pray for you; but 
please don’t make your “little prayer” for 
me too little. 


SHORT STORY CONTEST 


The winner of this month’s contest is 
Madeleine Dubois, a seventh-grader of Our 
Lady of Mount Carmel School, Methuen, 
Mass. Madeleine has six brothers and nine 
sisters who can be proud of her for writing 
such a nice story as the following: 


Faith in St. Anthony 
by 
Madeleine Dubois, age 13 
122 Edgewood Avenue 
Methuen, Mass. 


The girls’ Glee Club was running a dance. 
So, of course, they sold a lot of tickets. 

As Jimmie was sadly walking to school 
one day he met his best friend, Joe. 

“What’s that gloomy look on your face 
for?” Joe asked. 

“I shouldn’t have done it,” Jimmie mut- 
tered. 

“Done what?” 

“Oh, I left my coat in the hall during 
lunch,” said Jimmie sadly, “and somebody 
took my two tickets. What will I say to 
Diane? I can’t afford to buy two more 
tickets.” 

Joe didn’t talk all the way to school; he 
had no suggestions. 

Every afternoon after school Jimmie went 
in church and prayed to St. Anthony to 
help him find his tickets. 

One week passed and there were just three 
days left before the party. All the girls were 
dated for that night, and so was Diane, as 
she thought, for Jimmie was too worried to 
tell her. But he didn’t give up hope. He 
kept praying and making sacrifices all the 
time. 

Two days passed, and this was his last 
chance. During lunch time he went in church 
and prayed: “O St. Anthony, here I am once 
more asking you to help me. This is my 
last chance, won’t you please help me? I 
have faith in you.” 

Now, Joe’s grandmother had been very ill 
and had died the day before the party. Poor 
Joe, he couldn’t go dancing now. 

All afternoon Jimmie was in a daze. He 
was afraid he had no more chances to find 
the tickets. Yet he knew St. Anthony 
wouldn’t’ let him down after all he had of- 
fered for the Poor Souls. Looking pale, sick 
and worried, Jimmie asked to leave the class- 
room during the last period. He went right 
in church again, and to his surprise he saw 
Joe kneeling before the Holy Cross with 
tears in his eyes. 

“Why, Joe,” he whispered, “I didn’t know 
it upset you that much. I’m awful sorry 
about your grandmother.” 

Joe looked up at him. “O Jimmie, that’s 
not all. I’m very sorry, too. You'll find your 
tickets in your history book.” 


For her prize Madeleine will receive a 
large beautifully colored holy picture, and a 
whole year’s FREE subscription for ST. 
AUGUSTINE’S MESSENGER. 

The runners-up in this month’s contest are 
Annie Gladys Bohannon, 1817 10th Avenue, 
Meridian, Miss.; Janice Brooks, 1906 Benson 
Street, Houston 10, Texas; Bertha Pauline, 
St. Mary’s School, Midvale, Ohio; and Al- 
saine Laurant, Holy Family School, Mande- 
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ville, La. These four girls will have another 
chance to win first prize. Their stories are 
so good that they will be entered in next 
month’s contest, Meanwhile, those runners- 
up who did not yet receive a blessed Sacred 
Heart badge will receive one in a few days. 


Deserving of Honorable Mention is the 
short story “The Rich Man and the Poor 
Man,” by Milton Celestin, Holy Family 
School, Mandeville, La. 


Boys and Girls, one of you is bound to be 
the winner next month. So, sit down now 
and make up a nice short story, sign your 
NAME. AGE, GRADE, SCHOOL, and 
ADDRESS, and mail it to me. 


* * * 


Make a resolution to pray for all the 
boys and girls whose names will appear 


in the CHILDREN’S CORNER this 
year. And don't forget me. A Happy 
and Blessed New Year to all! 


FatHEerR Howarp, S.V.D. 
Bay Saint Louis, Miss. 


JUBILEE ECHOES 


(Continued from page 21) 


spent for the cause of our Church 
among the colored people. We 
know that we are not alone, but 
backed up to the fullest extent by 
the Hierarchy, priests and _ laity. 
We shall redouble our efforts to 
secure and cultivate more vocations 
for the priesthood as well as for the 
brotherhood. 

May we again at this time appeal 
to our priests, Sisters and parents to 
foster vocations for the priesthood 
whenever an opportunity presents 
itself and direct them to St. Augus- 
tine’s Seminary. This will bring 
great blessing upon our Mission 
Work, for every new priest or- 
dained will mean the gaining of so 
many more souls for Christ. 
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GROWTH IN THE DELTA 


(Continued from page 7) 


of the mission. The building has 
been painted, a new wing has been 
added, and the school now has three 
regular classrooms, a library, and 
living quarters for the teachers. 
The enrollment is 130 in the eight 
grades. 

This little building, located in 
the Delta, not many yards from the 
Mississippi River itself, serves many 
purposes. Mass is said in the school 
cn Sundays. Here, too, the people 
gather to witness movies and plays, 
and to participate in what little 
social life is possible in such a scat- 
tered rural community. 


REMEMBER OUR FRIENDS 


“Tt is therefore a holy and wholesome 
thought to pray for the dead....” (2 Mac. 
12, 46) 


In your charity please pray for the repose 
of the souls of: 


Most Rev. Joseph Schrembs, who died in 
Cleveland, Ohio, November 2, 1945; 

Most Rev. Daniel F. Desmond, who died 
in Boston, Mass., September 11, 1945; 

Louise Drexel Morrell, who died in Tor- 
resdale, Philadelphia, Pa., November 5, 1945; 

Elodie Maurice, who died in Bay St. Louis, 
Miss., November 13, 1945,; 

Ernestine Mosely, who died in Bay Saint 
Louis, Miss., November 14, 1945 ; 

Bennie Jackson, who died in Pascagoula, 
Miss., October 1945. 


May their souls, and the souls of all the 
faithful departed, through the mercy of God 
rest in peace. Amen. 


CHURCH UNITY OCTAVE 
January 18-25 


Pray for the return of all erring brethren 
to the True Fold of Christ. 


hw 


STUDENT BURSES 


A Burse, or Scholarship, of $5,000 will take care of the education 
and training of one of our students for the priesthood. Won’t you 
help us complete one of the following incomplete Burses? 


Sacred Heart 

St. Augustine 

St. Matthias 

St. Jude 

St. Elizabeth 

St. Joseph 

St. Martha 

Holy Ghost 

St. Madeline Sophie Barat 
Sorrowful Mother . 


$4,867.90 
3,404.25 
844.50 
629.50 
501.00 
400.00 
260.00 
213.87 
152.50 
64.50 


Any amount large or small will be appreciated. Send donations to 
REV. FATHER RECTOR 
St. Augustine’s Seminary 
Bay Saint Louis, Miss. 


Members of our 


MISSION MASS LEAGUE 


@ Share in hundreds of Holy Masses said 
annually for the living and the deceased 
League memters. They also share in the 
tenefits of various indulgences as well as 
in the good works of the Fathers, Brothers 
and Seminarians of the Society of the Divine 
Word. 


Annual Membership .. $1.00 
Perpetual Membership $10.00 


For further information write to: 


THE REVEREND DIRECTOR 
Mission Mass League 
St. Augustine’s Seminary 
Bay Saint Louis, Miss. 


Taking an S.V. D. 
ANNOEEW 


IS AN EASY WAY TO HELP THE 
MISSION WORK OF THE CHURCH 


@ Give us a sum of money on which we 
will pay you an annual interest as long as 
you live. After death the principal will be 
used for the missionary purposes of the 
Seciety of the Divine Word, especially for 
the education of colored students for the 
priesthood. 
For information write to the 
REV. FATHER DIRECTOR 
ANNUITY PLAN 
Society of the Divine Word 
BAY SAINT LOUIS, MISS. 
Send for a free copy of our booklet: 
“HOW TO INVEST” 


You can do a 


Ww OK ED 


OF GOOD 


by supporting one of our poor seminarians 


for a YEAR ($250.00) 
a MONTH ($25.00) 
a WEEK ($6.00) 
a DAY ($1.00) 


Address all communicatiors to 


REVEREND FATHER RECTOR 


St. Augustine’s Seminary 


Bay Saint Louis, Miss. 


CATHOLIC PRESS MONTH 
Fathers at the Seminary discuss Catholic literature 
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FOR THE ARMY OF CHRIST 
World War II is ended, but the fight to 


save immortal souls from hell still goes on. 
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Catholic Interracial Meeting Calls for Action 


In December the Social Action 
Department of the National Catho- 
lic Welfare Conference sponsored 
an interPacial meeting in Washing- 
ton, D. C., to consider problems of 
particular concern to Negroes. The 
following report on the meeting, re- 
leased to the newspapers by the 
National Catholic News Service, was 
adopted unanimously by the NCWC 
Social Action Department: 


“After examining the Federal 
Fair Employment Practice Commit- 
tee and the newly established State 
Fair Employment Practice Commit- 
tees in New York and other States, 
the group joined in favoring a per- 
manent Federal FEPC and State 
IFEPC’s on the model of the New 
York law. It recognized that much 
of the work of such committees 
would have to be one of conciliation, 
but one also possessing sanctions. 
And it urged such committees to rely 
upon civic and private groups to 
assist in the popular education so 
necessary in the elimination of the 
discriminations in employment which 
have resulted in wholesale injustice. 
The group advocated that private 
employers, failing such legal protec- 


tions, voluntarily accept the stand- 
ards which the law would impose. 


“Hand in hand with such meas- 
ures would go the extension of the 
Social Security Law to employees 
not now covered, including domestic 
service, the raising of the Federal 
Minimum Wages-Hours law to a 
65-75 cents minimum, as is now be- 
fore Congress; and the passage of 
comparable State wages-hours laws 
to protect those not covered by the 
Federal laws. Again, failing passage 
of such measures, the group held 
that these standards should be vol- 
untarily accepted by private and 
public employers. 

“The group discussed discrimina- 
tions by unions against Negroes, 
both those incorporated in union 
charters and those that are simply 
facts of union practice, and it held 
that such discriminations result in 
injustices. It held that unions should 
remove the charter discriminations 
and set up methods of conciliating 
the discriminations of fact in unions 
and plants. Organization of more 
Negroes was declared to be of great 
importance, including those in the 

(Continued on page 43) 
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Teachers and pupils — St. Francis of Assisi School, Yazoo City, Miss. 


YAZOO'S YOUNG ONES 


CiarENcE J. Howarp, S.V. D. 


@ Catholic School in Mississippi 
@ Shows phenomenal growth in five years 


In the picture above you get a 
view of some of the finest children 
in Yazoo City, Miss. There are four 
hundred and five of them, and they 
are the pupils of St. Francis of As- 
sisi’s Mission School, which is under 
the very capable direction of 13 
School Sisters of St. Francis from 
Milwaukee, Wis. 

St. Francis’ School was first 
opened in Yazoo City a little over 
five years ago by Father Peter de 
Boer, S.V. D. During the first year 
130 children enrolled in the six 
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grades of the school. There was not 
a Catholic child among them, for 
the very simple reason that in all 
Yazoo City there were at that time 
only two Negro Catholics, both of 
whom were adults. 

In 1941, the second year of the 
school’s existence, the enrollment 
doubled, and during the following 
year it jumped to 305. Opposition 
to the school showed itself among 
non-Catholic adults when twenty- 
four of the older pupils became 
Catholics. As a result, the enroll- 
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Chemistry class under the direction of Sister Hortensia, superior 


ment dropped to 276 in 1943, but 
by 1944 it was up to 325. 

Of the 405 pupils at St. Francis’ 
this year, 38 are Catholic. 

The school has eight complete 
grammar grades and three years of 
high school; the fourth year will be 
added in September. Sixty-eight 
students -are enrolled in the high 
school which specializes in vocational 
training. 


St. Francis’ School, which is at- 
tached to St. Francis of Assisi Cath- 
olic Church of which the Rev. 
Clement Mathis, S.V. D., is pastor, 
has proved a godsend to the Negro 
youth of Yazoo City. This town of 
7,200 (52% Negro) had, before 
the erection of the Catholic school, 
only one school for colored children, 
and this was poorly equipped and 

(Continued on page 48) 


Meet_the faculty — 13 School Sisters of St. Francis 
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Teachers and pupils — St. Francis of Assisi School, Yazoo City, Miss. 


YAZOO'S YOUNG ONES 
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@ Shows phenomenal growth in five years 
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grades of the school. There was not 
a Catholic child among them, for 
the very simple reason that in all 
Yazoo City there were at that time 
only two Negro Catholics, both of 
whom were adults. 

In 1941, the second year of the 
school’s. existence, the enrollment 
deubled, and during the following 
year it jumped to 305. Opposition 
to the school showed itself among 
non-Catholic adults when twenty- 
four of the older pupils became 
Catholics. As a result, the enroll- 
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grammar grades and three years of 
high school; the fourth year will be 
added in September. Sixty-eight 
students are enrolled in the high 
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training. 
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tached to St. Francis of Assisi Cath 
Church of which the Rev. 
Clement Mathis, $.V.D., is pastor, 
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youth of Yazoo City. This town of 
7,200 (52% Negro ) had, before 
the erection of the Catholic school, 
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only One school for colored children, 
and this was poorly equipped and 


(Continued on page 48) 


Meet the faculty — 13 School Sisters of St. Francis 


IT’S HERE! 


Lro FarraGHER, S.S.J. 


THE NEW 
ST. 
JOSEPH’S 
SCHOOL, 
Tuskegee, 
Ala. 


@ Tuskegee, Alabama, Mission 
@ Is growing up, but fast — 


Yes, at last, it’s here — St. Jo- 
seph’s School at Tuskegee, the first 
and only Catholic school in Macon 
County, Alabama! We have been 
waiting and working and praying for 
this for a long time. And now, a 
lovely brick school stands where but 
weeds grew before, and 151 lively 
youngsters — the cream of the crop 
__ are having the time of their life. 

Prior to 1940 a priest from the 
Josephite Mission of St. John the 
Baptist in Montgomery, Ala., had 


ST. 
JOSEPH’S 
CHURCH JF 
Tuskegee, J 
Ala. 
Built 1940 


been traveling the distance of forty 
miles regularly to minister to the 
spiritual needs of the Catholic stu- 
dents attending Tuskegee Institute. 
In 1940, through the aid of benefac- 
tors, a church dedicated to St. Joseph 
was built in the town of Tuskegee 
(population 4,000) and I was ap- 
pointed the first pastor. 

There was more than enough 
work to keep one priest busy con- 
ducting instruction classes, caring for 
the Catholic students of Tuskegee 


Sister Angeline with her third graders 


Institute, and looking after the 
spiritual welfare of patients in the 
huge U. S. Colored Veterans’ Hos- 
pital (about a mile away) through 
regular and frequent visits. Then 
came the war and the establishment 
of the Tuskegee Army Air Field. 
Being the only Catholic priest within 
miles of the T.A.A.I*., I became its 
auxiliary chaplain. 


Since the opening of St. Joseph’s 
Church here we had envisioned a 
Catholic school in Tuskegee. In 
1944 we built a convent and hag the 
good fortune of getting the Domini- 
can Sisters of Sinsinawa, Wis., to 
open a kindergarten and nursery 
school in the basement of our church. 
The response of Tuskegee’s Negro 
parents to this project was so favor- 


COMMUNION BREAKFAST 
Father Farragher and Sister Simeon serve the First Communicants 
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miles regularly to minister to the 
spiritual needs of the Catholic stu 
dents attending Tuskegee Institute. 
In 1940, through the aid of benetac 
tors, a church dedicated to St. Joseph 
was built in the town of Tuskegee 
(population 4,000) and I was ap 
pointed the first pastor. 

There was than enough 
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Sister Angeline with her third graders 


Institute, and looking after the 
spiritual welfare of patients in the 
huge U. S. Colored Veterans’? Hos 
pital (about a mile away) through 
regular and frequent visits. Then 
came the war and the establishment 
of the Tuskegee Army Air I ield. 
Being the only Catholic priest within 
miles of the T.A.A.F., 1 became its 
auxiliary chaplain. 


Since the opening of St. Joseph's 
Church here we had envistoned a 
Catholic school in Tuskegee. In 
1944 we built a convent and hig the 
good fortune of getting the Domini 
can Sisters of Sinsinawa, Wis., to 
open a kindergarten and nursery 
school in the basement of our church. 
The response of Tuskegee’s Negro 
parents to this project was so favor 
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COMMUNION BREAKFAST 
Father Farragher and Sister Simeon serve the First Communicants 


St. Joseph’s Convent and four of the Dominican Sisters 


able that we were encouraged to go 
ahead with plans for a grade school 
building. During the summer just 
past these plans materialized in the 
erection of a neat and substantial 
four-classroom school building, the 
only Catholic school within the 80- 
mile stretch from Montgomery to 
Phenix City, Alabama. 

St. Joseph’s School is now in full 
swing, with 151 pupils enrolled in 
six grades and kindergarten. Next 
year we hope to add two more 
grades and have a complete gram- 
mar school. 

Our enrollment includes children 
of some of the faculty members of 
Tuskegee Institute (the president, 
Dr. Frederick Patterson, has a son 
in our kindergarten) and of some of 
the medical staff of the Veterans’ 
Hospital. 


Our school is staffed by five Do- 
minican Sisters. Their Superior 
General, Mother Mary Samuel, 
O.P., deserves the greatest credit for 
the wonderful development of St. 
Joseph’s School, for she had the 
vision and courage to send Sisters 
here to start a new foundation dur- 
ing war-time. 

The people here have literally 
taken the nuns to their hearts because 
they see in these same nuns such 
wonderful examples of practical 
Christianity. Truly, these Sisters are 
living monstrances showing Christ 
to the Protestant Negro through 
their burning love. They do not 
merely talk Christ’s rule of love and 
justice to all, they Jive it! 

Yes, at last, it’s here — a Catholic 
school for Negroes at Tuskegee — 
and it’s here to stay! 


FEBRUARY IS 


CATHOLIC PRESS MONTH 


Every Catholic home should receive at least one Catholic magazine and 
one Catholic weekly paper regularly. 


SUBSCRIBE TODAY! 


UP 
FROM THE | 
ASHES 


ArTHURC. Winters, S.V.D. 
@ Colored Catholic Mission 
mysteriously burned 


@ Now bigger and better 
than ever 


It was a beautiful building, 
a practical building, a combi- 
nation church and school, built 
to accommodate a_ growing 
Catholic community. Both of 
its divisions had room enough 
for approximately 300 people. 
It was the kind of building made 
necessary by the pinched pocketbooks 
of those who labor for the poorest 
of the poor. A day was selected for 
the dedication. Five days before 
this date, a mysterious fire razed the 
entire brick structure to the ground. 

Almost two years after this disas- 
trous occurrence, another building, a 


Christ the King Church, Orangeburg, S. C. 


church, had arisen, from the ashes 
as it were of the former and was 
dedicated by the Most Reverend 
Bishop. That, in very brief, is the 
history of the Colored Catholic 
Church in Orangeburg, S. C. 

But a fuller history of Christ the 
King Mission in Orangeburg dates 
from late in 1939, when the Rev. 


Sister Maurice, 0.S.P., and her little tots all dressed up to perform a cute minuet 
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St. Joseph’s Convent and four of the Dominican Sisters 


able that we were encouraged to go 
ahead with plans for a grade school 
building. During the summer just 
past these plans materialized in the 
erection of a neat and substantial 
four-classroom school building, the 
only Catholic school within the 80- 
mile stretch from Montgomery to 
Phenix City, Alabama. 

St. Joseph’s School is now in full 
swing, with 151 pupils enrolled in 
six grades and kindergarten. Next 
year we hope to add two more 
grades and have a complete gram- 
mar school. 

Our enrollment includes children 
of some of the faculty members of 
Tuskegee Institute (the president, 
Dr. Frederick Patterson, has a son 
in our kindergarten) and of some of 
the medical staff of the Veterans’ 
Hospital. 


Our school is staffed by five Do- 
minican Sisters. Their Superior 
General, Mother Mary Samuel, 
O.P., deserves the greatest credit for 
the wonderful development of St. 
Joseph’s School, for she had the 
vision and courage to send Sisters 
here to start a new foundation dur- 
ing war-time. 

The people here have literally 
taken the nuns to their hearts because 
they see in these same nuns such 
wonderful examples of practical 
Christianity. Truly, these Sisters are 
living monstrances showing Christ 
to the Protestant Negro through 
their burning love. They do not 
merely talk Christ’s rule of love and 
justice to all, they /ive it! 

Yes, at last, it?s here — a Catholic 
school for Negroes at Tuskegee — 
and it’s here to stay! 
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than ever 


It was a beautiful building, 
a practical building, a combi 
nation church and school, built 
to accommodate a 
Catholic community. Both ot 
its divisions had room enough 
for approximately 300 people. 
It was the kind of building made 
necessary by the pinched pocketbooks 
of those who labor for the poorest 
of the poor. A day was selected for 
the dedication. live days before 
this date, a mysterious fire razed the 
entire brick structure to the ground. 

Almost two years after this disas- 
trous occurrence, another building, a 
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Christ the King Church, Orangeburg, S. C. 


church, had arisen, from the ashes 
as it were of the former and was 
dedicated by the Most 
Bishop. That, in very brief, is the 
history of the Colored Catholic 
Church in Orangeburg, S. C. 

But a fuller history of Christ the 
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King Mission in Orangeburg dates 
from late in 1939, when the Rev. 


Sister Maurice, 0.S.P., and her little tots all dressed up to perform a cute minuet 
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These little ones at Christ the King Mission School in Orangeburg, S. C., are not singing 


“Pa rather have a paper doll that I can call my own.” 


Thomas J. Gilhooly, C.SS.R., came 
to this thriving Southern city to take 
charge of the religious needs of its 
colored people. Prior to this their 
care had been in the zealous hands 
of the secular clergy. In early 1940, 
the Redemptorists began their work 
by renting a small four-room house 
as a specific mission for the colored 
Catholics. It was called Christ the 
King Mission. 

The little mission grew by leaps 
and bounds. Within a few weeks, it 
had a full program of Catholic ac- 
tivity, instruction classes, singing 
classes, study clubs, meetings, social 
gatherings, church societies, novena 
devotions, weekly lectures, and all 
and everything that would help to 
forward the religious life of the 
community. 

In less than two months it was 
deemed necessary to seek a place for 
a more spacious chapel. Ground was 
bought. The combination church and 
school mentioned above was erected, 
only to be mysteriously burned down 
on December 17, 1940, five days 
before its. dedication. 
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They prefer rag dolls 


Despite this handicap, the present 
church was begun and, almost two 
years afterward, dedicated on Octo- 
ber 18, 1942, by the Bishop of 
Charleston, S. C., His Excellency, 
the Most Rev. Emmet Michael 
Walsh, D.D. Many members of the 
clergy from North Carolina, Flori- 
da, and Richmond were present on 
this occasion, including many Re- 
demptorist Fathers, who now labor 
in several different foundations in 
the Southern Negro Missions. 


On the left side of the Church of 
Christ the King is a large room used 
for kindergarten purposes. For a 
parochial school, the parlor of the 
convent serves for the present. This 
is taken care of by three Oblate 
Sisters of Providence from Balti- 
more, Md., who came to this parish 
in 1943. The school has 50 pupils. 


Christ the King Church of 
Orangeburg is an up-and-coming 
mission, one that promises much 
good fruit despite the arduous work 
of caring for the poorest among 
God’s poor. 


STRAWS IN THE WIND 


FRraNK J. Forp 


@ Interracial outlook more favorable 


No American problem of the im- 
mediate future bulks larger than that 
of Negro-white relationships. It 1s 
idle to offer the guarantee of a “free 
world” to peoples in every remote 
region of the globe while we with- 
hold that selfsame freedom from a 
sizable proportion of the Negro 
minority right here at home. Hap- 
pily, in recent years, the cause of 
Negro rights has been receiving 
thoughful attention from govern- 
ment, business, religious and educa- 
tional institutions, labor organiza- 
tions, and numerous civic bodies, 
who recognize the outlawing of dis- 
crimination as an absolute “must” if 
we are to make good on our promises 
of freedom of opportunity for 
everyone everywhere. 

Today, in scores of cities through- 
out the country, interracial commit- 
tees are actively functioning in the 
interest of a better deal for the Ne- 
gro. In the nation’s capitol, Mrs. 
Mary Norton (Dem., N. J.), chair- 
man of the House Labor committee, 
has been consistently championing 
legislation in support of a permanent 
Fair Employment Practices Act. 
Union labor organizations, both 
C.1.0. and A. F. of L., are incorpo- 
rating in their contracts definite and 
unequivocal demands that the Ne- 
gro’s right to economic security be in 
no way compromised by the color of 
his skin. Hundreds of schools and 
colleges have abandoned their tra- 
ditional ‘“color-line,’ and have 
opened their enrollment lists for the 
first time to Negro students. 

All in all, there is heartening evi- 
dence in almost every section of the 


United States that the Negro is, at 
last, winning the equality which has 
so long been denied him. Some idea 
of the extent of his gains, and the 
enlightened attitude with which his 
problems are now being received, 
may best be illustrated by recounting 
some instances: 

Less than two years ago, Syden- 
ham Hospital in New York removed 
the restrictions which barred Ne- 
groes from its staff. Twelve months 
later, Harry C. Oppenheimer, a 
member of the board of trustees, 
summed up the results as “success- 
ful far beyond expectations.” His 
statement is borne out by the fact 
that Sydenham’s setup has since been 
studied by medical authorities from 
Alabama, Georgia, Texas, and sev- 
eral northern states, with a view 
toward setting up similar institu- 
tions. 

In Chicago, Bishop Sheil, address- 
ing a convention of labor leaders, 
called upon organized labor to “de- 
stroy the injustices against the Ne- 
groes and others,” and declared that 
“American democracy can never 
come to full flower until the dis- 
crimination against Negroes, Jews, 
and other minority groups is elim- 
inated.” 

In the same city, 125 pastors of 
various faiths voiced vigorous pro- 
test against prejudice and bigotry. 
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GOD AND I 
M. ROUSSEVE, S.V.D. 


O God, You love poor useless me — 
Poor useless, sinful, selfish me! 
Tis I, tis I, must learn to love 
Yet am I still too proud to love! 
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These little ones at Christ the King Mission School in Orangeburg, S. C., are not singing 
“I'd rather have a paper doll that I can call my own.” They prefer rag dolls 


Thomas J. Gilhooly, C.SS.R., came 
to this thriving Southern city to take 
charge of the religious needs of its 
colored people. Prior to this their 
care had been in the zealous hands 
of the secular clergy. In early 1940, 
the Redemptorists began their work 
by renting a small four-room house 
as a specific mission for the colored 
Catholics. It was called Christ the 
King Missicn. 

The little mission grew by leaps 
and bounds. Within a few weeks, it 
had a full program of Catholic ac 
tivity, instruction classes, singing 
classes, study clubs, meetings, social 
gatherings, church societies, novena 
devotions, weekly lectures, and ail 
and everything that would help to 
forward the religious life of the 
community. 

In less than two months it was 
deemed necessary Co seek a place for 
a more spacious chapel. Ground was 
hought. The combination church and 
school mentioned above was erected, 
only to be mysteriously burned down 
on December 17, 1940, five days 
before its dedication, 
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Despite this handicap, the present 
church was begun and, almost two 
vears afterward, dedicated on Octo 
ber 18, 1942, by the Bishop of 
Charleston, S. C., His Excellency, 
the Most Rev. Emmet Michael 
Walsh, D.D. Many members of the 
clergy from North Carolina, [lor 
da, and Richmond were present on 
this occasion, including many Re- 
demptorist Fathers, who now labor 
in several different foundations 1n 
the Southern Negro Missions. 


On the left side of the Church of 
Christ the King is a large room used 
for kindergarten purposes. [or a 
parochial school, the parlor of the 
convent serves for the present. This 
is taken care of by three Oblate 
Sisters of Providence from Baltt- 
more, Md., who came to this parish 
in 1943. The school has 50 pupils. 


Christ the King Church — of 
Orangeburg is an up-and-coming 
mission, one that promises mucii 
good fruit despite the arduous work 
of caring for the poorest among 
(sod’s_ poor. 


STRAWS IN THE WIND 


FRANK J. Forp 


@ Interracial outlook more favorable 


No American problem of the im- 
mediate future bulks larger than that 
It 1s 
idle to offer the guarantee of a “free 
world” to peoples in every remote 
region of the globe while we with- 
hold that selfsame freedom from a 
sizable proportion of the Negro 
minority right here at home. Hap 
pily, in recent years, the cause ot 
Negro rights has been receiving 
thoughful attention from govern- 


of Negro-white relationships. 


ment, business, religious and educa 
tional institutions, labor organiza- 
tions, and numerous civic bodies, 
who recognize the outlawing of dis- 
crimination as an absolute “must” if 
we are to make good on our promises 
of freedom of opportunity — for 
everyone everywhere. 

Today, in scores of cities through- 
out the country, interracial commit 
tees are actively functioning in the 
interest of a better deal for the Ne- 
ero. In the nation’s capitol, Mrs. 
Mary Norton (Dem., N. J.), chair 
man of the House Labor committee, 
has been consistently championing 
legislation in support of a permanent 


Fair Employment Practices Act. 
Union labor organizations, both 


C.1.O. and A. FF. of L., are Incorpo 
rating in their contracts definite and 
unequivocal demands that the Ne 
gro’s right to economic security be in 
no way compromised by the color of 
his skin. Hundreds of schools and 
colleges have abandoned their tra- 
ditional “color-line,’ and have 


opened their enrollment lists for the 
first time to Negro students. 

All in all, there is heartening evi- 
dence in almost every section of the 


United States that the Negro ts, at 
last, winning the equality which has 
so long been denied him. Some idea 
of the extent of his gains, and the 
enlightened attitude with which his 
problems are now being received, 
may best be illustrated by recounting 
some instances: 

Less than two years ago, Syden 
ham Hospital in New York removed 
the which barred Ne 
groes from its staff. Twelve months 
ater, Harry C. Oppenheimer, a 
member of the board of trustees, 
summed up the results as “success- 
ful far beyond expectations.” His 
statement is borne out by the fact 


restrictions 


that Sydenham’s setup has since been 
studied by medical authorities from 
\Jabama, Georgia, Texas, and sey 
eral northern with a 
toward setting up similar 


states, VIEW 
Wstitu 
tions. 

In Chicago, Bishop Sheil, 


ine wt convention of labor 
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address 
leaders, 
to “de 


stroy the injustices against the Ne 


called upon organized labor 


erocs and others,” and declared that 
“American democracy 
come to full flower until the dis 
crimination against Negroes, Jews, 


Can RCVEF 


and other minority groups is ¢lim 
inated.” 

In the same city, 125 pastors of 
various faiths voiced vigorous pro 
test against prejudice and bigotry. 
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GOD AND I 
M. ROUSSEVE, S.V. D. 


O God, You love poor useless me — 
Poor useless, sinful, selfish me! 
’Tis I, ’tis I, must learn to love 
Yet am I still too proud to love! 


ST. AUGUSTINE’S MESSENGER 


“The churches,” said Prof. Bernard 
E. Meland, chairman of the gather- 
ing, “must declare as one of the new 
Christian imperatives that race dis- 
crimination must be opposed and 
rooted out of culture in the interest 
of the world community.” 

And at Orchestra Hall, one thous- 
and high school students, colored 
and white, attended a mass meeting 
sponsored by twenty leading Chicago 
organizations to promote better un- 
derstanding between the races, and 
unanimously endorsed a program 
which called for: Abolition of all 
discriminatory practices in public 
schools, and inclusion of a study of 
the contribution of all races in the 
school curriculum. 
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JES" 


At Senn, one of the city’s largest 
high schools, the Green and White 
Club, composed of Negro and white 
students, is a practical demonstration 
of democracy at work. The club, 
now in its second year, has given 
practical proof that Negroes and 
whites can study and play together 
peacefully and profitably. 

All of which adds up to the un- 
questionable truth that intolerance 
and prejudice are the spawn of 
ignorance. 


REMEMBER — 


THE SECOND ANNUAL 
LAYMEN’S RETREAT 


at the Seminary in July 
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BLUE 


Jes’ blue, God, jes’ blue. 

Ain't prayin’ exactly jes’ now — 
Tear-blind, I guess, 

Cain’t see my way through. 

You know those things 

I ast for so many times — 

Maybe I hadn’t oughta repeated 
Like the Pharisees do; 

But I ain’t stood in no market place, 
It’s jes’ "tween me and You. 


An’ You said: “Ast,” .. 
Somehow I ain’t astin’ now. 
An’ I hardly know what to do. 
Hope jes’ sorta left, 

But Faith’s still here — 
Faith ain’t gone, too. 


I know how ’tis — 
A thousand years 
Is as a single day with You; 
An’ I ain’t meanin’ 
To be presump-shus, 
An’ I ain’t doubtin’ You. 
But I ain’t exactly prayin’ 
Right now, God — 
Jes’ blue. 
Anonymous 


St. Augustine’s Mission School, New Roads, La. 


LOUISIANA MISSION 


The Josephite Fathers’ St. Augus- 
tine’s Mission is located in the little 
town of New Roads, La. (population 
2200), about 35 miles northeast of Ba- 
ton Rouge. The mission consists of a 


church, school and rectory. 


The school, which includes the first 
year of high school, has an enrollment 
of 425 children. Five lay teachers staff 
the neat frame school. 


Father John Meskill, S.S.J., pastor 
of St. Augustine’s, also has charge of 
St. Catherine’s Chapel in Mix, La., five 
miles away. Altogether, Father Meskill 
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has the spiritual care of some fourteen 
hundred colored Catholics. 


oy 


(Above) 

Father Meskill 
and his faithful 
altar boys 
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sponsored by twenty leading Chicago 
organizations to promote better un- 
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discriminatory practices in public 
schools, and inclusion of a study of 
the contribution of all races in the 
school curriculum. 
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high schools, the Green and White 
Club, composed of Negro and white 
students, is a practical demonstration 
of democracy at work. The club, 
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practical proof that Negroes and 
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One Down 


For the first time this school 
year the minor seminarians faced the 
ordeal of examinations on Nov. 14, 16, 
and 17. Courageously did they set 
themselves to the task of preparation. 
Having done with this necessary mani- 
festation of acquired knowledge, they 
were ready to return to the routine of 
regular school days. “One down, three 
to go; not bad,” says the optimistic stu- 
dent. 


Family Feast 


Every year in the fall a special 
day is set aside for the celebration of 
the feast day of all the members of the 
community. This custom is quite prac- 
tical, and it is certainly pleasing to all. 
No one is forgotten, and, of course, the 
danger of slighting anyone, which easi- 
ly happens, is eliminated. This feast was 
introduced many years ago by Father 
Arnold Janssen, the founder of the Di- 
vine Word Missionaries, in the then 
small mission house in Steyl, Holland. 
Today his spiritual sons look forward 
to this feast with the same joy and ex- 
pectation as the first recruits of this 
congregation were wont to do. 

This year at St. Augustine’s, Family 
Feast was held on Nov. 21. In the 
morning a big football game was sched- 
uled. Some of the faculty members, 
scholastics, and brothers scraped up a 


St. Augustine's Semin 
the only Gatholic 


team to play the minor seminarians. 
With a lot of practice and agility in 
their favor, let alone their fewness of 
years, the students defeated their elders 
respectfully. The final score was 27 to 
12. Could have been worse. In this case 
experience, which goes with maturity, 
seems not to have availed. 

Both teams had ardent supporters on 
the side lines. From time to time a 
player, who failed when all depended on 
him, was the victim of merciless gibes 
and taunts. It’s all in the game. Well, 
all over, the students reveled in their 
victory, which is fast becoming a habit, 
by the way. The other team, with the 
sympathy (?) of the other professed 
members of the community, spent much 
of their feast day currying Charley 
horses. Really we were surprised to 
find so many “Charlies” and “Philips” 
among us (Philip means a lover of 
horses ). 

To end a perfect day, at seven in the 
evening an historic movie was shown in 


Father Prefect and some of the students enjoy the restful quiet of the park on a holiday 
36 
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St. Louis, Mississippi 


the auditorium. The feature was “Brig- 
ham Young,” starring Tyrone Power 
and Linda Darnell. This movie was 
practical, inasmuch as it gave us an idea 
of the bigotry prevalent in this country 
during the last century, and besides it 
also brought home to us the tenacity 
and resoluteness of the Mormons in 
quest of religious freedom. 


Thanksgiving 


Needless to say, this national 
holiday is one of special significance in 
every American home. And, likewise, 
in institutions, where Americans as re- 
ligious choose to make their homes, this 
holiday takes on something of the na- 
ture of an_ ecclesiastical observance. 
Here at St. Augustine’s we celebrated 
Thanksgiving in a quiet, peaceful man- 
ner, thanking God in special prayers for 
the many benefits He had bestowed up- 
on us and all mankind during the past 
year. 

We wish to thank Father Peter Os- 
wald, S.V. D., for the films which he 
furnished for our entertainment on the 
evening of Thanksgiving. 


The Immaculate Conception 


With devotion in keeping with 
so high a feast as that of the _Immacu- 
late Conception of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary, the community of St. Augus- 
tine’s on the morning of, Dec, 8 at nine 
o'clock assisted at a Solemn High Mass. 
Celebrant at the Mass was Rev. Law- 
rence Friedel, S.V.D.; deacon, Rev. 
William Adams, S.V.D., and subdea- 
con, Rev. John Kist, $.V.D. The ser- 
mon in honor of our Lady Immaculate 
was given by Rev. Leo Woods, S.V. D. 
The Seminary choir sang a polyphonic 
Mass under the direction of Rev. Ar- 
thur C. Winters, S.V. D. 

At 7.30 p.m. the Legion of Mary 
Praesidium of St. Augustine’s Minor 


Seminary had the following program in 
the auditorium: 


. “Ave Maria,” Schubert - ; 
Mr. C. J. Henry 
2. ‘Angels’ Ballet” .. . Orchestra 
. Address ... Paul G. Bruce 
. “Mary, My Mother” Students’ Choir 
. “Hymn to Our Lady Floyd Gray 
. “In Pace in Idipsum” 
Students’ Choir 
7. Illustrated Lecture 
“The Immaculate Conception” 


Liturgical Conference 


The scholastics of St. Augus- 
tine’s attended the liturgical functions 
and topical sessions of the last day of 
the Liturgical Week (Dec. 11-13) held 
in New Orleans in the St. Louis Cathe- 
dral and the Municipal Auditorium un- 
der the patronage of Most Rev. Joseph 
Francis Rummel, S.T.D. 


Preparation for Christmas 


To prepare ourselves spiritually 
for the feast of the Nativity of Jesus 
Christ, our Divine Redeemer, we began 
the annual Christmas novena on Sun- 
day, Dec. 16. During these days of 
prayer we asked of God, for ourselves, 
for our relatives, friends, and benefac- 
tors the grace to celebrate Christmas 
worthily and fittingly. 


“Come, Follow Me” 


The number of candidates for 
the Brotherhood is now seven. That is 
the most we have had at the same time 
for a number of years. But there is al- 
ways room for more, and we hope to 
get more. The last two to answer the 
call of Christ are Nathaniel Pierce of 
Corpus Christi, Texas, and Ignatius Jo- 
livet of Sunset, La. 


SUBSCRIBE TODAY! 


2 
St. Augustine's Messenger 
“The Magazine with a Message” 
$1.00 A YEAR 


The latest news and pictures of the 
Colored Missions 


Address: 
BAY SAINT LOUIS, MISS. 
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HOLD THE LINE! Rorx Tavior 


The other night I heard a story 
which impressed me so much | 
should like to share it with you. A 
teacher friend of mine had asked the 
members of her class to give their 
individual wishes for post-war. One 
Negro girl said: “That my people 
may hold and merit the gains they 
have won.” 


To me that was one of the finest 
and most expressive lines I have 
heard on this important subject, for 
it went straight to the heart of the 
problem. 


Not in any way does it minimize 
the right to those gains and yet it 
does emphasize the responsibility 
that comes with increased opportun- 
ity. The leader is more to be cen- 
sured than the follower when he 
leads astray, the scholar when he 
misuses knowledge. It is by the ac- 


ceptance of responsibility that prog- 
ress can be made. 


Rousseau said: “Never exceed 
your rights and they will soon be- 
come unlimited.” Or as Milton put 


FREE COLLEGE 


For many an enterprising student 
who would otherwise have no hope 
of going to college or to a university 
for higher study, several organiza- 
tions have opened the way. General 
Electric, RCA or Radio Corporation 
of America, the Pepsi-Cola Com- 
pany and others have offered 
scholarships of unusual value and of 
unusual number to young people. 
The RCA plan releases 10 scholar- 
ships for 1945-46, 30 for 1946-47, 
50 for 1947-48, and 60 for each 
academic year thereafter. These 
scholarships consist of $600 in cash. 
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it: “They who seek nothing but their 
own just liberty have always the 
right to win it.” 

Yes, this is precisely what the Ne- 
gro editors have been preaching. 
They have done a splendid job in 
stressing the fact that the way to 
hold your gains is to prove yourself 
not only capable in the positions you 
now hold but ready for advance- 
ment. Gains for either the individual 
or the group call for greater vision 
and greater ability, greater duties as 
well as greater opportunities. 

The words for “crisis” and “op- 
portunity” are the same in Chinese. 
Let every crisis be an opportunity to 
forge ahead. Prove that you merit 
your gains and you will keep them. 
Make a virtue of necessity and use 
this time to prove that Negroes can 
and will make the most of every 
opportunity given them, that as 
workers they can not only do their 
jobs, but are cheerful, cooperative 
and pleasant to work with. In that 
way can new gateways be opened and 
the old gains made secure. 


SCHOLARSHIPS 


The Pepsi-Cola plan releases 118 
four-year college scholarships to this 
year’s high school graduates. T'wo 
scholarships will go to students in 
each of the States and the District of 
Columbia, and additional scholar- 
ships will be allocated to Negro 
students in the States having a sep- 
arate school system for the colored. 

Winners of Pepsi-Cola scholar- 
ship will receive complete tuition for 
four years at any college of the stu- 
dent’s choice, $25 a month for ex- 
penses, and an allowance for travel. 


For further information high school 
(Continued on page 40) 


Cuban Seminarian 


Orlando Herrera Martinez is one 
of three colored students for the 
priesthood studying at the San Car- 
los Seminary in Havana, Cuba. 


Cuba, the largest of the West In- 
dian Islands (area 44,100 square 
miles), was discovered by Christo- 
pher Columbus in 1492 and colo- 
nized by Spain. It gained its inde- 
pendence from Spain in 1898 and 
became a republic four years later. 


The Republic of Cuba today has 
a population of 4,200,000, of whom, 
perhaps, about one-fourth are Ne- 
groes. There are 3,600,000 Catho- 
lics on the island. Of the 524 
Catholic priests, one is colored. 


Society of 
Daily Communicants 


The Rev. William J. Benisek of 
Cleveland, Ohio, invites Catholics to 
join the Daily Communion movement of 
which he is the spiritual director. The 
obligations are few, the privileges are 
many and rich, both temporal and spir- 
itual. There are no membership dues, 
no assessments or routine meetings. On 
enrollment in the society, members be- 
gin to share in the rich spiritual benefits 
of the society. Their names are in- 
scribed in the Golden Book of daily sac- 
ramental and spiritual communicants, 
kept on the altar of the Sacred Heart at 
St. Paul’s Shrine of the Blessed Sacra- 
ment. 

Anyone interested in applying for 
membership in this society should write 
to St. Paul’s Shrine of the Blessed Sac- 
rament, Euclid and East 40th Street, 
Cleveland 3, Ohio. 
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A Workshop for Play 


The Sheil School of Social Studies in 
Chicago has established a, CYO Theater 
Workshop, whose facilities are open to 
everyone without distinction of race, 
color or creed. It was designed primari- 
ly to aid in the development of a strong 
parochial procram, Its main purpose 
will be to teach young people of the 
various parishes how to establish and 
conduct a little parish theater. Operat- 
ing strictly on Catholic principles, Sheil 
School, at the direction of His Excellen- 


cy, Most Rev. Bernard Sheil, Auxiliary 


Bishop of Chicago, asks no fees or edu- 


cational prerequisites of any kind. 
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INTENTIONAL SECOND EXPOSURE 


HOLD THE LINE! 


The other night I heard a story 
which impressed much I 
should like to share it with you. A 
teacher friend of mine had asked the 
members of her class to give their 
individual wishes for post-war. One 
Negro girl said: “That my people 
may hold and merit the gams they 


have cou. 


me so 


To me that was one of the finest 
and most expressive lines I have 
heard on this important subject, for 
it went straight to the heart of the 
problem. 


Not in any way does it minimize 
the right to those gains and vet it 
does emphasize the responsibility 
that comes with increased opportun- 
itv. The leader is more to be cen- 
sured than the follower when he 
leads astray, the scholar when he 
misuses knowledge. It 1s by the ac- 
ceptance of responsibility that prog 
ress can be made. 

suid: “Never exceed 
your rights and they will soon be- 
come unlimited.” Or as Milton put 


FREE COLLEGE 


‘or many an enterprising student 
who would otherwise have no hope 


Rousseau 


ot going to college Or toa university 
for higher study, several organiza- 
tions have opened the way. General 
Electric, RCA or Radio Corporation 
of America, the Pepsi-Cola Com- 
pany and others have offered 
scholarships of unusual value and of 
unusual number to young people. 
The RCA plan releases 10 scholar- 
ships for 1945-46, 30 for 1946-47, 
50 for 1947-48, and 60 for each 
year thereafter. These 
scholarships consist of $600 in cash. 


academic 


? 


3S 


Rurny TaAyior 


it: “They who seek nothing but their 
own just liberty have always the 
right to win it.” 

Yes, this is precisely what the Ne- 
gro editors have been preaching. 
They have done a splendid job in 
stressing the fact that the way to 
hold your gains is to prove yourself 
not only capable in the positions you 
now hold but ready for advance- 
ment. Gains for either the individual] 
or the group call for greater vision 
and greater ability, greater duties as 
well as greater opportunities. 

The words for “crisis” and “op- 
portunity” are the same in Chinese. 
Let every crisis be an opportunity to 
forge ahead. Prove that you mertt 
your gains and you will keep them. 
Make a virtue of necessity and use 
this time to prove that Negroes can 
and will make the most of every 


opportunity given them, that as 
workers they can not only do their 


jobs, but are cheerful, cooperative 
and pleasant to work with. In that 
way can new gateways be opened and 
the old gains made secure. 


SCHOLARSHIPS 


The Pepsi-Cola plan releases 118 
four-year college scholarships to this 
year’s high school graduates. Two 
scholarships will go to students 1n 
each of the States and the District of 
Columbia, and additional scholar 
ships will be allocated to Negro 
students in the States having a sep- 
arate school system for the colored. 
Winners of Pepsi-Cola scholar- 
ship will receive complete tuition for 
four years at any college of the stu- 
dent’s choice, $25 a month for ex- 
penses, and an allowance for travel. 
lor further information high school 
(Continued on page 40) 


Cuban Seminarian 


Orlando Herrera Martinez is one 


of three colored students for the 
priesthood studying at the San Car- 


los Seminary in Havana, Cuba. 
Cuba, the largest of the West In- 
44,100 


miles), was discovered by Christo- 


dian Islands (area square 
pher Columbus in 1492 and colo- 
nized by Spain. It gained its inde 
pendence from Spain in 1898 and 
became a republic four years later. 


The Republic of Cuba today has 
a population of 4,200,000, of whom, 
perhaps, about one-fourth are Ne- 
There are 3,600,000 Catho- 
Of 524 


Catholic priests, one is colored. 


eroes. 


lics on the island. the 


Society of 
Daily Communicants 


The Rev. Wilham J. 
(hie, 


Benisek of 


Cleveland, invites Catholies 
join the Daily Communion movement of 


The 


pry levees are 


which he is the spiritual director, 
obhgations are few, the 
many and rich, both temporal and spir 
tual. ‘There are no membership dues, 
Ho assessments or routine meetings, On 
enrollment in the society, members be- 
vin to share in the rich spiritual benefits 
of the society. ‘Their names are in- 
scribed in the Golden Book of daily sac 
ramental and spiritual communicants, 
kept on the altar of the Sacred Tleart at 
St. Paul's Shrine of the Glessed Sacra- 
ment. 
\nvone interested in) applying for 
membership in this society should write 
to St. Paul’s Shrine of the Blessed Sac 
and dtast 40th 


( hate. 
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A Workshop for Play 


The Sheil School of Social Studies in 


rament, Iuelid Strect, 


Cleveland 3, 


Chicago has established a CY) ‘Theater 
Workshop, whose facilities are open t 


Lt 


evervone without distinction of race, 


color or creed. It was designed primari 
ly to aid in the development of a strong 
main 


parochial proeram, Its purpose 


will be to teach young people of the 
various parishes how to establish and 
conduct a little parish theater. Operat- 
ing strictly on Cathohe principles, Sheil 
School, at the direction of Ilis léxecllen- 
ev, Most Rev. Bernard Sheil. .\uxiliary 
Bishop of Chicago, asks no fees or edu- 


cational prerequisites of anv kind. 


BRIGHT SPOTS IN THE NEWS 


Dorie Miller Honored 


Dorie Miller, one of the first Ameri- 
can heroes of World War II, is to be 
honored by having a naval base theater 
in California named after him. Miller, 
born in Waco, Texas, in 1919, was out- 
standing for courage shown during the 
attack on Pearl Harbor in 1941. For his 
heroism he was awarded the Navy 
Cross by the then Admiral Chester W. 
Nimitz. Later, in November, 1943, he 
was lost at sea while serving aboard the 
aircraft carrier, Liscomb Bay. In rec- 
ognition of his outstanding bravery, the 
Navy will now honor him by naming 
one of three huge recreational theaters 
at the Treasure Island base after him. 


Nothing Happened 


Without any unpleasant incidents, 
Negro Democrats in the last months of 
the past year voted in the Democratic 
primary in Georgia. This was the first 
time in 40 years. This civic action fol- 
lowed the decision of the Clarke Coun- 
ty Democratic executive committee to 
comply with the federal election laws. 
The committee voted 9 to 1. It is now 
hoped that other counties will follow the 
lead of Clarke County and remove the 
barriers to active democracy. 


Another Blow Struck for 
Democracy 


The Constitution of the United 
States was quoted by a California judge 
when he upheld the rights of Negro 
Hollywood stars in their fight against 
restrictive covenants. Judge Clarke in 
the month of December dismissed eight 
suits brought by white property owners 
in an effort to force Negroes to move 
out of the Blueberry Hill district as 
without basis. It was his opinion that 
Negroes should by this time be accord- 
ed the full rights guaranteed them un- 
der the Fourteenth Amendment of the 
Federal Constitution. His decision was 
hailed by local lawyers of Los Angeles. 


Southern Proposed Plan of 
Education 


The annual Southern Governors’ 
Conference held in New Orleans last 
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December proposed a plan for the erec- 
tion of regional colleges to provide for 
the educational opportunities for Ne- 
groes seeking higher learning. The plan 
is this: Regional schools would be es- 
tablished in the various Southern States. 
Each school, however, would stress a 
major field of study. Students desiring 
any certain branch would be exchanged 
by States in order that they could go to 
the one specializing in the branch they 
desired. This proposition met with en- 
thusiasm due to the fact that the South 
would have an outstanding school in 
each subject, whereas if each State tried 
to have all the different kinds of schools 
they could not support them. 


A Step Forward 


Programs intended to eradicate ra- 
cial prejudices and to promote tolerance 
have been adopted by four New York 
City colleges. City College of New 
York, Brooklyn College, Hunter Col- 
lege and Queens College are the ones 
promoting the program. This includes 
expansion of an experimental program 
already set up to relieve racial tensions, 
the starting of neighborhood activities 
to promote and foster understanding 
among various religious and_ racial 
groups, greater student participation in 
community activity, and the foundation 
of a theater for the teaching of toler- 
ance through esthetic channels. The 
whole program and problem is to make 
the theory of racial tolerance practical 
for the lives of the American men and 
women who have to cope with it. 


FREE SCHOLARSHIPS 
(Continued from page 38) 
seniors should write to the National 
Administrative Board for Pepsi-Cola 
Scholarships, 532 Emerson Street, 
Palo Alto, Calif. 

Catholic Negro students should try 
to avail themselves of this golden 
opportunity since all of these schol- 
arships are available to them and 
may be used in Catholic colleges and 
universities. 


FEBRUARY’S SAINTS 


Feb. 3—St. Blase 

Today’s saint is 
not to be confused 
with the many oth- 
ers who bear the 
same name. He was 
a physician and lat- 
er became bishop 
of Sebaste in Ar- 
menia. The bless- 
ing of throats held 
today in many 
churches is based 
on the story that 
St. Blase saved the 
life of a youth who 
was choking as the 
result of having 
swallowed a fishbone. He was mar- 
tyred in the year 320, is patron saint of 
Paraguay and one of the most widely 
venerated of the martyrs of the Church. 
Pray to him today not only to be pro- 
tected from diseases of the throat, but 
also from the far more deadly spiritual 
disease of sinful speech. 


Feb. 5 — Japanese Martyrs 


Because of the rapid spread of the 
Christian religion throughout the land, 
the Japanese emperor ordered a purge 
of all who professed belief in the true 
faith. This was in the year 1597, Less 
than fifty vears after St. Francis Xav- 
ier had set foot on Japanese soil, up- 
ward of four hundred thousand had al- 
ready joined the Catholic faith. In the 
persecution ordered by the emperor 
more than one hundred thousand were 
put to death, among them being the 
twenty-six martyrs honored today. The 
six priests and twenty Japanese converts 
suffered death by crucifixion. Pray to 
them for the conversion of Japan. 


Feb. 16 — St. Onesimus 


Today’s saint had been the slave of a 
very kind master. He robbed his mas- 
ter and ran away to Rome. There lis- 
tening to the preaching of St. Paul he 
was converted to the true faith. Paul 
sent him back to his master, named 
Philemon, with the epistle found in the 
New Testament under the name of the 
Epistle to Philemon, The master not 
only forgave the conduct of his slave, 


THE PROPHECY OF SIMEON 
“And Simeon blessed them and said to Mary 
His Mother: ‘Behold, this Child is destined 
for the fall and rise of many....’” 
(Luke 2:34) 


but set him free. 
Onesimus then re- 
turned to Rome 
and helped St. 
Paul in preaching 
the Gospel of 
Christ. He was lat- 
er made bishop in 
Asia Minor, and 
there suffered mar- 
tyrdom shortly be- 
fore the year 100. 
All of us have been 
slaves; slaves of 
sin. Christ, our 
Master, has set us 
completely free 
from the yoke of 
sin. Ask St. Onesimus to obtain for all 
of us a generous and grateful zeal in 
serving our Divine Master. 


Feb. 18 — St. Marie Bernadette 


Highly favored with eighteen heav- 
enly visions of the Blessed Mother, this 
unlettered French peasant girl never 
ceased to practice the attractive virtue 
of humility. That is why God chose her 
as an instrument for the great things 
He would do through His Mother Mary 
at Lourdes and elsewhere. Bernadette, 
shortly after the visions at Lourdes, 
joined the Sisters of Charity. She suf- 
fered intense physical pain and died 
shortly after perpetual profession. 
Those only are great before God who 
are humble of heart and submissive to 
His holy will. Pray to St. Bernadette 
for the’ virtues of patience and humility. 


Feb. 27 — St. Gabriel, Passionist 


The little town of Assisi is famous 
for the grand saints it has given the 
Church. The two most well known are 
St. Francis and today’s saint, Gabri- 
el. The latter delayed in answering the 
call of grace, but when he did enter the 
Passionist Order at the age of 18, he 
made such rapid progress in the road to 
holiness that at the age of 23, when he 
died, he was considered a saint. He had 
a special devotion to the Mother of Sor- 
rows. Pray to him that many a youth 
will answer the call of Christ to follow 
Him in the religious state. 
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“‘Onole and Unquote A 


@ What Others Are rare Of 
@ And About the Nesro 


They Stand Together 


“The policy of the CIO toward the 
question of discrimination is clear and 
unequivocal. In our constitution we de- 
clare that the object of the CIO is to 
organize workers ‘regardless of race, 
creed, color or nationality, and to unite 
them for common action into labor 
unions for their mutual aid and protec- 
tion.’ ... The CIO believes — and acts 
on the belief — that people should have 
equal opportunity to participate as citi- 
zens in the affairs of their country. We 
stand resolutely opposed to such poli- 
tical discriminations as the polltax and 
other barriers against full citizenship. 
We have fought — and still fight — 
against discrimination in employment. 
We believe, as did the founders of the 
republic, that all men are created free 
and equal, and that their rights cannot 
and must not be alienated. 


“We take this stand not only because 
we believe in justice for all our people, 
important as that belief is in our daily 
lives. We take it also for a very prac- 
tical, bread-and-butter reason. Discrimi- 
nation against one group or sector of 
our population — or against an individ- 
ual, for that matter — threatens the se- 
curity of all.... The nation as a whole, 
as well as its working men and women, 
suffers when discrimination is permit- 
ted or condoned.... The attainment of 
full production and jobs for all must 
equally enlist the skill and talent of all 
Americans, no matter what their origin 
or color. The war we fight against pov- 
erty, disease and insecurity requires our 
fullest mobilization just as the war 
against tyranny does.” 


Philip Murray, President of CIO 
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The Brotherhood of Man 


“The Catholic Church holds the an- 
swer to the Negro problem in America 
more surely than any other group. For 
the Catholic, the brotherhood of man is 
a reality, and a solution based upon this 
principle is most feasible.... Prejudice 
is like a bad apple. One evil idea can 
color and spoil a whole ideology. Once 
it has taken hold, it spreads like wild- 
fire within a group.... We must tol- 
erate such unfortunate developments as 
whites shunning contact with the Negro, 
until there is a wider awareness of the 
similarities among the peoples. This 
awareness the Catholic Church should 
foster. In the Negro she sees a man 
with a soul to be saved, and on this 
basis she should integrate him into 
Christian society.” 

Charles de Lay 
New Orleans, La. 


Foundation 


“No race can prosper till it learns that 
there is as much dignity in tilling a field 
as in writing a poem.” 

Booker T. Washington 


Church Upholds God-Given Rights 


“My audience with the Pope had 
great significance.... Everywhere the 
people’s eyes are on post-war plans and 
developments. Who, more than colored 
people, hope for something meaningful 
to follow so much bloodshed and suf- 
fering? Thus, when the representative 
of the Prince of Peace chooses this his- 
toric moment to convey a message to 
American Negroes, it may be presumed 
that the Church is offering encourage- 
ment to those who are seeking justice 
and equality.” — Roi Ottley 


ST. AUGUSTINE’S MESSENGER 


By This Shall All Men Know — 


“This business of interracial justice is 
probably the biggest thing we are going 
to talk and think about and live with in 
the years that follow the war.... We 
are just beginning to realize the fact 
that for centuries we have been at vari- 
ance with our own Catholicity. Thanks 
be to God, the light has finally struck 
us and we are going to make amends, 
but of course, like people trying to get 
up from doing something wrong, we 
shall be falling back seven times a day, 
but charity and kindness to the Negro 
is going to help us get back on the right 
track.” 

John F. X. McGohey, U.S. Attorney 

Southern District of New York 


CATHOLIC INTERRACIAL 
(Continued from page 25) 


newly expanding service industries. 
The possibility of organizing those 
in domestic service should be ex- 
plored. 


“The housing problems of Ne- 
groes came up for consideration. 
Housing conditions prevailing among 
Negroes and other minorities were 
recognized as a national evil. In 


urban centers, overcrowding has 
reached a point dangerous to the 
morals, health and morale of Negro 
families. Negroes are discriminated 
against in obtaining the good housing 
available in urban communities. 
Overcrowding has led to wholesale 
exploitation by property owners in 
Negro communities. 

“Immediate efforts were held 
necessary to make good housing 
available to Negro families. The 
group considered that private enter- 
prise must be stimulated through 
sufficient incentives to build new 
housing that will rent at prices that 
can be paid economically by all 
middle-income groups. For the low- 


est income group, private enterprise, 
it was held, cannot furnish decent 
housing at low rentals and their 
housing must be provided through 
direct public subsidy. 

“Effort must be made, the group 
decided, to relieve the tension and 
fears among whites which keep Ne- 
groes from expanding into new 
neighborhoods. It was recognized 
that the policy of enforced racial 
segregation is a grave moral wrong 
and inevitably leads to exploitation 
and misunderstanding. Public stat- 
utes and private agreements which 
enforce such segregation, it was 
held, violate the Christian virtues of 
social justice and charity. 

“All through the meeting, empha- 
sis was laid on the fact that the 
solving of the Negro’s greatest eco- 
nomic problems depends most of all 
upon his integration into the life of 
the community and that his economic 
problems, otherwise, will not be 
solved. The group also held that 
the well-being of Negroes depends 
finally on national prosperity and 
full employment. It was not inter- 
ested alone in Negro welfare; it was 
interested also in American and 
world welfare. 

“For the solution of these prob- 
lems, the group considered strong 
Catholic Action a necessity. Among 
the matters discussed the approved 
are: 


1. The establishment of Catholic 
interracial committees. 

2. The encouragement and devel- 
opment of more Negro leadership 
and Negro organization for self- 
education. 

3. The strengthening of Catho- 
licity among all elements of the 
community.” 
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With our SVD Fathers 


on the Colored Missions 


Enrollment Reaches New High 


Father Charles Reinelt, S.V. D., pas- 
tor of St. Nicholas’ Church in St. 
Louis, Mo., reports that there are 520 
pupils in his school this year, the high- 
est enrollment in the school’s history. 
Last year the enrollment was 487. 


The third year of high school was 
added this year for the first time, and 
it is hoped to have a complete high 
school course by September. 

Two-thirds of the 460 pupils in the 
grammar school are Catholics, and in 
the high school all except four are Cath- 
olics. 

Eight Sisters of the Most Precious 
Blood from O’Fallon, Mo., and four lay 
teachers staff St. Nicholas’ School. Fa- 
ther Reinelt teaches the classes in reli- 
gion, and one of his assistants, Father 


Aloysius Ketteler, S.V. D., teaches Latin 
and Spanish classes in the high school. 


K. K. K.? 


During the last week of October our 
“ever-on-the-go”” missionary, Father 
Clarence Howard, S.V. D., was called to 
Macon, Ga., to conduct a mission at St. 
Peter Claver’s Church. Just before 
leaving the Seminary he had read of the 
latest resurgence of the Ku Klux Klan, 
of the burning of fiery crosses in Flori- 
da and Alabama, and of the supposedly 
“thousands” of membership applications 
pouring into the Georgia headquarters. 
Being a Negro and a Catholic and a 
priest, Father naturally wondered just 
what kind of a reception he would get 
in Macon. 

Well, after returning to the Seminary 
safe and sound, Father Howard as- 


NEW AUDITORIUM AT HOLY ROSARY INSTITUTE, LAFAYETTE, LA- 
Besides being used for plays, basketball games and other entertainments, this spacious 
building also serves as a school cafeteria 
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serted that the only K.K.K. he came 
into contact with in Macon was the 
Kindness, Kourtesy and Ko-operation 
of the people, both white and colored. 
The mission was well attended; some 
white Georgians came also, and at least 
two of them were non-Catholics. Seven 
Protestant ministers were in the audi- 
ence the opening night of the mission. 
During the week Father was invited to 
speak at the ‘local public colored high 
school, at the white Catholic parochial 
school, and at the white Catholic girls’ 
academy. 


Father Michael McKeever, S.M.A., 
is the pastor of St. Peter Claver’s 
Church, and his assistant is Father 
William Dunne, S.M.A. Father, How- 
ard says that the Konstant geniality of 
these two made the time pass all too 
Kwickly. The Kongregation Konducted 
itself Kreditably, too And then, there 
were the Kurious Kwestions in the mis- 
sion Kwestion Box, and — but it’s now 
time to Kwit! 


REV. MAXINE WILLIAMS, S.V.D. 
In December, Father Williams conducted a 
day of recollection for the Holy Name So- 
ciety of St. Joseph’s Church in Richmond, 
Va. Seventy-five persons attended 


FATHER ANTHONY BOURGES, S.V.D., and SISTER M. JULES with 7th and 8th grades 
Immaculate Heart of Mary School, Lafayette, La. 
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My dear Boys and Girls: 

February is Catholic Press Month. 
Catholic papers and magazines do a big 
job: they teach us more about our re- 
ligion, they tell us of the mission work 
of the Church, they keep us informed 
about the really big and important hap- 
penings in the world, they expose and 
correct falsehoods about the Catholic 
Church, and they entertain us. 

Now, how can you help the Catho- 
lic Press to do this big job? First, if 
no Catholic paper or magazine comes to 
your house, ask your parents to sub- 
scribe for the diocesan weekly paper, or 
the Sunday Visitor, or the Register, or 
some other Catholic weekly newspaper 
or monthly magazine. You could have 
both a Catholic newspaper and a Cath- 
olic magazine coming to your house for 
just about one cent a day. Cheap, isn’t 
it? 

And secondlv, instead of spending all 
of your nickels and dimes on comic 
books (some of which are O.K., but 
many of which are bad and trashy), buy 
some of the nice Catholic magazines 
published especially for young folks. 
The Catholic Boy and The Catholic 
Miss (both published in Minneapolis, 
Minn.) and the Young Catholic Mes- 
senger, the Junior Catholic Messenger 
and Our Little Messenger ‘published 
in Dayton, Ohio), contain entertaining 
stories, puzzles and “funnies.” And if 
you want a comic book that is “tops,” 
then get a copy of Timeless Topix, 
which is published in St. Paul, Minn. 
Boy, O boy! you'll really find interest- 
ing adventure in that. 
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And also say a prayer that more and 
more people may begin to read good, 
clean literature, instead of the trashy 
stuff that is sold in so many places to- 
day. 


MY MAIL BAG 


Dear Father Howard: My name is Carroll 
Joseph Adams. I am 13 years old. My birth- 
day is December 16. I am in the 4th grade, 
although I should be higher. I am really 
trying hard to keep up in my class now. 

I remember when you came here 3 years 
ago. I was glad when you came, and I wish 
you would come again. 

I have not a bad teacher. Sister tries to 
help me. I feel proud to be thought of by 
Sister, since I am one of her little rascals. 
She is very nice to all of the children. Ev- 
eryone loves her. 


I go to Mass every Sunday. I have gone 
to Mass since I was a little boy. Of course, 
I am not all that big now, but I am 5 feet 
anyway. 

I am going to pray for you and all our 
colored priests, and I hope that many other 
boys will hear about you and you'll get 
more priests. I’ll just hope that once in a 
while you will be able to write to me, too. 
I’ve made up my mind that I’m going to be 
real good, too. I pray for you now and will 
always pray for you. Father, will you pray 
for me? Yours, 

Carroll Adams, age 13 
Box 64 
Reserve, La. 


Of course, I will pray for you, Carroll; 
and I certainly appreciate your wonderful 
letter, For a boy just in the fourth grade 
you write a grand letter. Maybe you haven't 
had much of a chance to attend school regu- 
larly, but a boy with your good will, determi- 
nation and frankness (even though perhaps a 


ST. AUGUSTINE’S MESSENGER 


“little rascal”) will surely come through O.K. 
Keep trying and remember your resolution 
to be “real good.” I am sure your teacher 
will feel flattered to see what you have writ- 
ten about her. Make sure that she sees it, 
will you? And, perhaps, she will give you a 
wee bit higher mark, or, at least, she may 
buy a few extra copies of this magazine. But 
don’t tell her I said so. 


Dear Father Howard: I still enjoy reading 
the MESSENGER. My sister, Judy, and I 
just got through with the measles, so I 
thought I would write you a few lines. 
Please say a prayer that we may be per- 
fectly well from the measles. Love and best 
wishes. From 

Marilyn Bush, age to 

401 Oak Avenue 

Lafayette, La. 


Well, Marilyn, I feel proud that I take first 
place next to the measles in your thoughts. I 
once had the mumps, if that’s any consolation 
to you; but that was a long time ago. How- 
ever, I am glad I got over them, and I am 
glad that you got over the measles, and I 
will be glad when other children get over 
the measles, so that maybe they will write to 
me, too. The children, I mean, not the 
measles ! 


Dear Father Howard: I am praying for you, 
and I hope that some day I will become a 
Sister. I hope that someday the boys of Our 
Lady of Lourdes School will become priests. 
We enjoyed the trip you made to our school, 
and we hope that you will come again. 

I am a Catholic. I go to Mass every Sun- 
day. I receive Holy Communion as often as 
I can. Father, I am praying that the little 
children in the missions who are sick may 
get well. I do hope they will not die with- 
out Baptism. 

Father, I will remember you in my 
prayers; I hope you will remember me. May 
God bless you. Truly yours, 

Josephine Moss, age 12 
General Delivery 
Abbeville, La. 


A beautiful, Christian thought, Josephine — 
to pray that the sick children in the mis- 
sions may get well, or that they may at 
least not die without first being made chil- 
dren of God through the Sacrament of Bap- 
tism. May the Christ Child bless you for 
such a thoughtful prayer, and may He fulfill 
your desire to become a Sister. 

Thanks also to Carolyn Prather, 1946 El- 
lis Street, Augusta, Ga., and Ida Benoit, Box 
36, Maurice, La., for the nice letters which 
they wrote. 


SHORT STORY CONTEST 


Here is the prize-winning story this month: 


The Invisible Power 
by 
Annie Bohannon, grade 11 
1817 Tenth Avenue 
Meridian, Miss. 


It was Sunday; a Sunday soft with sun- 
light. Two children, Bob and Michael, stood 
at the window watching eagerly the brown 
leaves whirling to the ground. They were 
dressed in clean white shirts and their best 
suits; their faces gleamed with soapy clean- 
liness. 

At last the expected car swung from the 
garage into the driveway. Bob and Michael, 
beaming with joy, jumped into the car, fol- 
lowed by their parents, Mr. and Mrs. Evans. 
The car glided smoothly into the street and 
soon it was on the main highway. 

Not a word was spoken by either of the 
boys or their parents. For ten minutes this 
silence lasted. Then Bob, the younger, broke 
the silence. 

“Mother,” he said in a childlike way, “how 
is it that our car runs and nothing is pulling 
or pushing it?” 

“Oh, yes,” said Mrs. Evans, “something is 
pushing our car. It’s the power made in 
the motor here in front.” 

“Power, what’s that?” asked Bob. “And 
how does it look?” 

“Q Bob, you just want to see everything. 
There are many things we can hear and feel, 
but we cannot see them. You can feel our 
car moving because the motor is working, it 
makes the force, the power that pushes the 
car.” 

Little Bob answered nothing to this. 

“You will hear about many things next 
year when you will go to school, but you 
will not be able to see everything. There is 
one great thing none of us can see now, ... 
that is God.” 

When Mrs. Evans mentioned 
Michael, too, got interested. 

“We cannot see God, yet He is working, He 
is pushing and pulling everything, the whole 
world. He is working also for you, Bob.” 

The car now swerved into the driveway 
that led to St. Joseph’s Church on the hill. 

As the small group entered the church a 
solemn atmosphere surrounded all. Bob and 
Michael, two well-trained boys, knelt be- 
tween their parents with hands folded all 
through the Mass. After the sermon, when 
the priest said the “Credo,” Mr. and Mrs. 
Evans joined the congregation in saying the 
Apostles’ Creed. Never before had the words, 
“J believe in God, the Father Almighty, Cre- 
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“God,” 
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ator of Heaven and Earth,” made such an 
impression on Mrs. Evans as this morning. 

May God, the Creator of Heaven and Earth, 
God, who made Bob and little Michael, and 
also me; God, the Invisible Power — may 
He give to many the grace of the True 
Faith! 

For writing this nice little story Annie will 
receive as first prize a 7x10-inch beautifully 
colored holy picture, nad a whole year’s free 
subscription for the MESSENGER. 

The runners-up are Janice Brooks, age 10, 
1906 Benson Street, Houston 10, Tex., and 
Bertha Pauline, age 12, St. Mary's School, 
Midvale, Ohio. The stories written by these 
two will get another chance at first prize 
next month. 

This Short Story Contest is open to all 
schoolboys and schoolgirls. So, get busy and 
write a short story on any subject; but make 
certain that it is your very own composition, 
and not something just copied from a book 
you have read or a story you have heard. Be 
sure to write your NAME, AGE, GRADE, 
and ADDRESS on your story before sending 
it to me. Maybe you will be the lucky one 
next. 

February 14th is St. Valentine’s Day. 
Let your “Valentine” to the Negro Mis- 
sions be a prayer that many more con- 
verts may enter the Church this year. 

FATHER HOWARD, S.V.D. 


3av Saint Louis, Miss. 


NOTICE! 


Theodore Carter, age 14, of 1900 Love Joy 
Lane, St. Louis 6, Missouri, won the first 
prize for the November contest. But I 
evidently do not have his correct address 
because my letter mailed to him was re- 
turned marked “no such number.” Will 
someone who knows kindly send me his 
correct address? Theodore, if you read 
this, please write to me, because your 
prize is waiting for you. 


YAZOO’S YOUNG ONES 
(Continued from page 27) 

much too small. Due to the double- 

shift system, pupils who came to 

class in the morning had to leave 

school at noon in order to make room 

for other pupils. 

Now, 405 of these pupils are re- 
ceiving a good and solid Christian 
education in modern classrooms for 
the full schoolday from well-trained 
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and capable teachers who have dedi- 
cated their lives to this work, not for 
material gain, but for the love of 
God and immortal souls. The Sisters 
of St. Francis’ School even teach 
classes in the hot summertime for 
the retarded and slower pupils, so 
that they may make their grades 
and not fall too far behind. 

Yes, Yazoo City’s young ones 
(and old ones, too) are benefiting 
from the activities of St. Francis’ 
Mission School. 


@ BOOKS ¢ 


THE NEGRO AMERICAN by John T. Gil- 
lard, S.S.J.; price 50 cents. Catholic Stu- 
dents’ Mission Crusade, U. S. A., Shattuc 
Avenue, The Crusade Castle, Cincinnati 26, 
Ohio. 

“The Negro American” is an honest and 
learned study of the history and present sta- 
tus of the American Negroes, their racial 
background, and the work of the Catholic 
Church in the field of interracial relations. 
Discussion outlines for club or classroom in- 
cluded. 


MISSION STUDY LEAFLETS: price 3 cents 
each, with 25 percent discount on all quan- 
tity orders; special price to schools affili- 
ated with the CSMC is 2 cents each with 
25 percent discount. Each 4 pages. Pub- 
lished by the Catholic Students’ Mission 
Crusade, National Center, Shattuc Ave., 
Cincinnati 26, Ohio. 


These excellent leaflets present an entirely 
new form of material for the study of Catho- 
lic missionary work. They are planned for 
individual pupil use, containing maps, illus- 
trations, helpful charts and exercises which 
terminate in practical apnlications. They can 
be used for all grade levels and for all mis- 
sion fields, 


CSMC MISSION NEWS MAP of the Catho- 
lic Church in Latin America. Price 6 cents 
each, 12 copies for 35 cents. Published by 
the Catholic Students’ Mission Crusade, 
U. S. A., Shattuc Avenue, Cincinnati 26, 
Ohio. 

A very clear and exact delineation of the 
Latin-American countries, from Mexico to the 
tip of South America. Statistics printed in 
one corner give the number of Catholic peo- 
ple in each country, with the present number 
of priests, and with the number of priests 
needed as based on the ratio of priests to 
Catholics in the U. S. A. Very informative. 


STUDENT BURSES 


A Burse, or Scholarship, of $5,000 will take care of the education 
and training of one of our students for the priesthood. Won’t you 
help us complete one of the following incomplete Burses? 


Sacred Heart . 
St. Augustine 


St. Matthias 

St. Jude 

St. Elizabeth 

St. Joseph 

St. Martha 

Holy Ghost 

St. Madeline Sophie Barat 
Sorrowful Mother ; 


sii 69.50 


Any amount large or small will be appreciated. Send donations to 


REV. FATHER RECTOR 
St. Augustine’s Seminary 
Bay Saint Louis, Miss. 


Members of our 


MISSION MASS LEAGUE 


@ Share in hundreds of Holy Masses said 
annually for the living and the deceased 
League members. They also share in the 
benefits of various indulgences as well as 
in the good works of the Fathers, Brothers 
and Seminarians of the Society of the Divine 
Word. 


Annual Membership .. $1.00 
Perpetual Membership $10.00 


For further information write to: 


THE REVEREND DIRECTOR 
Mission Mass. League 
St. Augustine’s Seminary 
Bay Saint Louis, Miss. 


Taking an S.V. D. 
ANNORE WY 


IS AN EASY WAY TO HELP THE 
MISSION WORK OF THE CHURCH 


@ Give us a sum of money on which we 
will pay you an annual interest as long as 
you live. After death the principal will be 
used for the missionary purposes of the 
Society of the Divine Word, especially for 
the education of colored students for the 
priesthood. 
For information write to the 
REV. FATHER DIRECTOR 
ANNUITY PLAN 
Society of the Divine Word 
BAY SAINT LOUIS, MISS. 
Send for a free copy of our booklet: 
“HOW TO INVEST” 


You can do a 
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OF GOOD 


by supporting one of our poor seminarians 


for a YEAR ($250.00) 
a MONTH ($25.00) 
a WEEK ($6.00) 
a DAY ($1.00) 


Address all communications to 


REVEREND FATHER RECTOR 


St. Augustine’s Seminary 


Bay Saint Louis, Miss. 
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INTENTIONAL SECOND EXPOSURE 


Yes, that’s the word for it. 
Interesting to both young 
and old. Each issue of 


ST. AUGUSTINE’S MESSENGER 


brings you interesting and absorbing news of the Colored Mission 
Work in the United States and elsewhere. Chock-full of actual and 
original pictures that tell their story well, this magazine will become 


a companion which you will not want to be without. 


PUBLISHED EACH MONTH EXCEPT JULY AND AUGUST 


sl OO PER YEAR 
“Be Wise — MESSENGER-ize” NOW! 


ST. AUGUSTINE’S MESSENGER 


St. Augustine’s Seminary 


BAY SAINT LOUIS, MISS. 


VOLUNTEERS WANTED! 


FOR THE ARMY OF CHRIST 
World War II is ended, but the fight to 


save immortal souls from hell still goes on. 


Teaching the Word of God 


Courageous boys and young men are needed to undergo an intensive 
basic training in the Seminary and to be commissioned as missionary 
priests in order to preach the Good News of the Gospel to 13 million 
Negroes 


YOUNG MAN, ARE YOU COURAGEOUS? 
WILL YOU VOLUNTEER FOR GOD’S SERVICE? 
For information write to 


REV. FATHER PREFECT 
St. Augustine’s Seminary, Bay Saint Louis, Miss. 


Contents of this Issue 
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ORDER NOW 
Unbound copies of 
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ST. AUGUSTINE’S SEMINARY 
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THE SORROWFUL MYSTERIES 


Arthur C. Winters, S.V.D. 


O my Jesus, O my Jesus, in Gethsemane, 

In the torrents of Your sorrow is there word for me? 

And the gentle blood-stained Master lifts His kindly Face, 
“Child, I am your pledge of pardon and your sign of grace.” 


O my Jesus, Jesus, I cannot endure the whips; 

From the deadly pillar bless me with Your pain-drawn lips. 
“Child, your sin is vanishing before each cruel blow; 

Only add no further sorrow to My world of woe.” 


O my Jesus, Jesus, there are thorns about Your Head, 

And Your countenance is pale as faces of the dead. 

“Child, these bloody thorns are hidden jewels of your King. 
Serve Me; I shall grace your heart with every wondrous thing.” 


Jesus, see my footsteps falter, for the road is rough; 
And my spirit murmurs I have traveled far enough. 
“Wait, My child, while I go forward on the stony way, 
Till I conquer Calvary, but wait you here and pray.” 


O my Jesus, O my Jesus, You are King and Master, 

But — the Cross, the nails, the spear, why bear You this disaster? 
“Ah! the Cross is but My throne, where in security 

I rule uniquely and alone, and draw all hearts to Me!” 
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PRAISE WHERE PRAISE IS DUE 


Quite a bit has been said and writ- 
ten about so-called Catholic schools 
which have the very narrow and 
un-Catholic practice of barring the 
attendance of Negro students. Such 
schools have been brought to public 
notice through magazine and news- 
paper articles, and their discrimina- 
tory. policy has been condemned as 
an unjust and uncharitable hindrance 
to the conversion of the Negro to 
the Church. 

To expose and condemn such a 
policy or practice is at times neces- 
sary and often produces good re- 
sults. But, it seems to us that too 
little is ever said or written about 
those Catholic schools which do oz 
have a color bar and which admit all 
qualified students regardless of color 
or race. Too often the good being 


HONOR ROLL 


CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOLS 
W hich Have No Color Bar 


Cardinal Hayes High School, New York, N. Y. 
(Diocesan Priests; Brothers) 

Elder High School, Cincinnati, Ohio (Diocesan Priests) 

Immaculate Conception Academy, Dubuque, Iowa 


Loras Academy, Dubuque, Iowa (Diocesan Priests) 
Purcell High School, Cincinnati, Ohio (Marianist Brothers) 
Reitz Memorial High School, Evansville, Ind. 

(Holy Cross Brothers; Sisters of Providence) 
Roger Bacon High School, St. Bernard, Ohio 


St. Joseph’s Academy, Dubuque, Iowa 
(Sisters of Charity of B.V.M.) 
St. Malachy’s High School, Chicago, Ill. (Sisters of Mercy) 


St. Margaret’s Academy, Minneapolis, Minn. 


done is overlooked in the search for 
evil. Therefore, in order to give 
praise where praise is due and to 
make known to as many as possible 
the large number of schools which 
are Catholic in fact as well as in 
name, we are beginning in this 1s- 
sue an Honor Roll of Catholic 
schools. For the present we limit 
ourselves to high schools, since we 
have already given, not long ago, a 
partial list of Catholic colleges and 
universities which admit colored 
students. 

We start our Honor Roll off with 
ten names. Others will be added 
each month. We gladly invite our 
readers to send us the names of 
Catholic high schools in their lo- 
calities which admit qualified Negro 
students. 


(Franciscan Sisters) 


(Franciscan Fathers) 


(Sisters of St. Joseph) 
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FIRST COMMUNION CLASS AT ST. RITA’S CHURCH, INDIANAPOLIS, IND. 
(From left to right) Fathers Vincent Smith, S.V.D., Raymond Gates and Bernard Strange, 
the pastor 


INCREASE IN INDIANAPOLIS 


Those who were present at the 
close of the Forty Hours’ Devotion, 
conducted recently by Father Vin- 
cent Smith, S.V. D., in St. Rita’s 
Church, Indianapolis, Ind., and wit- 
nessed the beautiful spectacle of 
forty-two children receiving their 


ST. RITA’S 
CHURCH, 
Indianapolis, 
Ind. 
Established 
1918 


@ Negro Apostolate grows 


First Holy Communion, could not 
help realizing that the Catholic 
Church is making progress among 
the colored people of Indianapolis. 

St. Rita’s Mission was started in 
1918. In 1936 the school was 
moved to the former St. Bridget’s 
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(Sisters of St. Joseph) 


FIRST COMMUNION CLASS AT ST. RITA’S CHURCH, INDIANAPOLIS, IND. 


(From left to right) Fathers Vincent Smith, S.V.D., Raymond Gates and Bernard Strange, 
the pastor 
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School building. Last year to ac- 
commodate the growing enroll- 
ment, another school with three 
classrooms was constructed next to 
St. Rita’s Church. Three Franciscan 
Sisters from Oldenburg, Ind., are in 
charge of this new school, while 
four Sisters of Providence from 
St. Mary-of-the-Woods, Ind., have 
charge of the other school. Both 
schools have a combined enrollment 
of 225 pupils compared with 160 
pupils who attended St. Rita’s last 
year. 

Two years ago the Blessed Martin 
de Porres Chapel was opened in an- 
other Negro section of Indianapolis, 
and a little later a Catholic Instruc- 
tion Center was opened in still an- 


cther part of the city. Religious in- 
structions are given regularly at the 
center by two Sisters of Charity and 
at Blessed Martin’s by two Sisters 
of St. Joseph. Mass is said at both 
places every Sunday. 

Last year a third instruction cen- 
ter — De Paul — was opened, with 
two Sisters of Charity in charge of 
the religious instructions. Vacation 
school classes were conducted at the 
three centers last summer with a 
combined enrollment of almost 200. 

In charge’of this city-wide Negro 
Apostolate are Father Bernard 
Strange, pastor of St. Rita’s, and his 
asistant, Father Raymond Gates. 
indianapolis has approximately 
1,200 colored Catholics. 


FIRST S.V.D. CARDINAL 


His Excellency, the Most Rev. 
Thomas Tien, S.V.D., native Chinese 
Vicar Apostolic of Tsingtao, in north- 
eastern China, was recently created a 
Cardinal by His Holiness, Pope Pius 
XII. Bishop Tien was born in 1890 
and ordained a priest in 1918. He 
joined the Society of the Divine Word 
in 1929. A native of China, he was one 
of the twelve Bishops whom Pope Pius 
XII consecrated in Rome on the Feast 
of Christ the King, 1939. 

Cardinal Tien passed through this 
country last month on his way to Rome 
to receive the red hat. 

The creation of this first native Chi- 
nese Cardinal shows the great interest 
of the Church for the missions as wel! 
as her hearty approval of the training 
of a native clergy for every race and 
country. 

NS eee 
Don’t forget the 
SECOND ANNUAL LAYMEN’S RETREAT 
July 19, 20, 21, 1946 
at 
St. Augustine’s Seminary 
Bay Saint Louis, Miss. 


His Eminence 
Thomas Cardinal Tien, S.V. D. 


Our Lady of the Rosary Church, Jeanerette, La. 


JUBILATION IN JEANERETTE 


Crarence J. Howarp, S.V. D. 


@ New church dedicated 
@ Mission work well under way 


There was great jubilation among 
the colored Catholics of Jeanerette, 
La., on the second Sunday of Octo- 
ber, 1945, for on that day their new 
church — the Church of Our Lady 
cf the Rosary — was being dedi- 
cated. His Excellency, Bishop 
Jules B. Jeanmard, came down 
from Lafayette for the ceremony. 
The excellent students’ choir from 
Holy Rosary High School, Lafay- 


Interior 
of 
Our Lady 
of the 
Rosary 
Church, 
Jeanerette 
La. 


ette, La., was on hand to furnish 
music for the grand occasion. The 
people and their pastor felt a jus- 
tifiable pride as they gazed upon 
the newly erected frame church, cov- 
ered with white asbestos siding and 
gleaming in the bright Louisiana 
sun. 

Jeanerette is one of the many 
towns located on the banks of the 
long and winding Bayou Teche. It 
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of the Church for the missions as wel! 
as her hearty approval of the traming 
of a native clerey for every race and 


Don’t forget the 
ANNUAL LAYMEN’S RETREAT 
July 19, 20, 21, 1946 
at 
St. Augustine’s Seminary 
Bay Saint Louis, Miss. 
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other part of the city. 
structions are given regularly at the 
center by two Sisters of Charity and 
at Blessed Martin’s by two Sisters 
of St. Joseph. Mass ts said at both 
places every Sunday. 

[vast year a third instruction cen 
ter De Paul — was opened, with 
two Sisters of Charity in charge of 
the religious instructions. Vacation 
school classes were conducted at the 
three last summer with a 
combined enrollment of almost 200. 

In charge of this city-wide Negro 
\postolate are Father Bernard 
Strange, pastor of St. Rita’s, and his 
asistant, [Father Raymond Gates. 
indianapolis has — approximately 
1,200 colored Catholics. 
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Thomas Cardinal Tien, S.V.D. 


Our Lady of the Rosary Church, Jeanerette, La. 


JUBILATION IN JEANERETTE 


CLARENCE J. Howarp, 


e New church dedicated 
@ Mission work well under way 


There was great jubilation among — ette, La., was on hand to furnish 
the colored Catholics of Jeanerette, music for the grand occasion. The 
I.a., on the second Sunday of Octo people and their pastor felt a jus 

1945, for on that day their new tiftable pride as they gazed upon 


church — the Church of Our Lady — the newly erected frame church, co\ 

of the Rosary — was being dedi- ered with white asbestos siding and 
cated. His Excellency, Bishop gleaming in the bright [voursnu 

Jules B. Jeanmard, came down © sun. 

from Lafayette fer the ceremony. Jeanerette is one of the many 
The excellent students’ choir from) towns located on the banks of the 
Holy Rosary High School, Latay long and winding Bayou Teche. Ih 
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. AUGUSTINE’S MESSENGER 


Pupils of St. Peter’s School, Julien Hill, La. 


lies astride U.S. Highway 90 just 
twelve miles southeast of New 
Iberia in the Diocese of Lafayette. 
Two years ago the Bishop entrusted 
to the Divine Word Fathers the task 


of organizing a colored mission in 
this town of 3,400 inhabitants. 
To Jeanerette came Father Cos- 


mas Schneider, S.V. D., in Decem- 


ber of 1944. Father Schneider 
worked hard: he sought out the col- 
cred Catholics — he found some 
300 of them — he rectified mar- 
riages, baptized offspring, instructed 
prospective converts, and set to 
work to build a church. The people 
helped wholeheartedly, the white 
Catholics being especially generous 
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ST. AUGUSTINE’S MESSENGER 


ST. PETER’S SCHOOL, 
Glencoe, La. 


SOME OF THE PUPILS 
of 
St. Peter’s School 


Pwd 


. _ 
Soe Sales « 


toward the undertaking. In less 
than ten months after the starting 
of the mission the church was built. 

The Bishop has also given Father 
Schneider the care of two depend- 
ent missions, the one at Julien Hill 
six miles away, and the other at 
Glencoe nine miles away. 

St. Peter’s Mission at Julien Hill, 
La., consists of a two-room frame 
building which serves as both chapel 
and school. Two colored Catholic lay 
teachers staff the school, which is at- 
tended by 70 children, all Catholics. 
Father Schneider says Mass in St. 
Peter’s every Sunday at 9:00 A.M. 

In Glencoe there is as yet no 
chapel. The mission school — St. 


Peter’s — has one lay teacher and 
50 pupils, half of whom are non- 
Catholics. 

For the further progress of his 
mission work Father Schneider has 
plans to make arrangements to have 
Sunday Mass also at Glencoe, and 
to open a Catholic school in Jeaner- 
ette. For these projects Father needs 
both an assistant and more funds. 
The Society of the Divine Word 
will eventually supply the former, 
but Father will have to depend on 
the good friends and benefactors of 
the missions to supply the latter 
item. And when they, do, there 
will be still more jubilation in 
Jeanerette. 
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Catholic Benefactress of the Negro Race 


Curtis WasHinctTon, S.V. D. 


@ One who spent a fortune 
@ to help the underprivileged 


Mrs. Louise Drexel Morrell was 
a Catholic benefactress singularly 
endowed by God with deep spirit- 
uality, culture and wealth. Strick- 
en with a cerebral hemorrhage, she 
died, aged 82, at her home in Tor- 
resdale, Pennsylvania, November 5, 
1945. 

The funeral was held on Friday, 
November 9. His Eminence Den- 
nis Cardinal Dougherty, Archbishop 
of Philadelphia, offered the funeral 
Mass in the Chapel of St. Michael’s 
Shrine of the True Cross at Torres- 
dale. The Most Rev. Hugh I. 
Lamb, Auxiliary Bishop of Phila- 
delphia, pronounced the absolution 
after the Mass. The Most. Rev. 
Gerald P. O’Hara, Bishop of Savan- 
nah-Atlanta, and the Rt. Rev. Al- 
fred Koch, O.S.B., Archabbot of 
St. Vincent’s Archabbey, Latrobe, 
Pa., assisted in the sanctuary. Mrs. 
Morrell’s earthly remains, clothed 
in the brown habit of a Tertiary of 
St. Francis, were interred in the 
crypt of St. Michael’s Shrine of the 
True Cross. 

Future generations may ask: Who 
was Mrs. Louise Drexel Morrell? 
The annals of history will answer 
that question with astounding facts. 

Louise Drexel was born October 
2, 1863, at Philadelphia, Pa. Her 
father was Francis Anthony Drexel, 
her mother, Emma Bouvier. Louise 
had two sisters — Elizabeth, who 
died some years ago, and the pres- 
ent Mother Katharine Drexel, 
foundress of the Sisters of the 
Blessed Sacrament for Negroes and 
Indians. 
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Mrs. Louise Drexel Morrell 


Francis Drexel, who was one of 
America’s foremost bankers, died in 
1885. He left $1,500,000 to re- 
ligious and charitable institutions, 
and in his will directed that the re- 
mainder of his huge estate be held 
in trust for his daughters. His 
daughters continued the charitable 
benefactions of their father. 

During her lifetime, Louise, who 
had married Col. Edward Morrell, 
spent every cent of her income, 
$6,000,000, in the interests of 
Christian charity and education. The 
permanent contribution of her work 
may now be pointed out in particu- 
lar. Her funds aided in the estab- 
lishment of the chair of Moral 
Theology at the Catholic University 


ST. AUGUSTINE’S MESSENGER 


of America. St. Michael’s Shrine 
in Torresdale, a place of pilgrimage 
and a retreat center for both races, 
is the realization of her own ideas 
and plans. She helped to found St. 
Francis? Industrial School at Ed- 
dington, Pa. She collaborated with 
her sister, Mother Katharine Drex- 
el, in the foundation of Xavier Uni- 
versity for Negroes in New Orleans, 
La., and two years ago she gave the 
greater portion of her personal pos- 
sessions from her home in Torres- 
dale to the museum of the Univer- 
sity. 

In 1895 Mrs. Morrell and her 
husband founded the now national- 
ly known St. Emma’s Agricultural 
and Industrial Institute, in Rock 
Castle, Va., for the education and 
training of colored youth. Since 
that time thousands of Negro boys 
have received a thorough religious 
and industrial high school education 
together with military training in 
that institute. Today this school 1s 
under the capable supervision of the 
Benedictine Fathers of St. Vincent 
Archabbey. It has an enrollment of 
130 students. 


Commenting upon Mrs. Mor- 
rell’s interest in St. Emma’s, the 
Rev. Frederick Strittmatter, O.S.B., 
Director of the Institute, said: 
“There are few people in the coun- 
try who have done as much good 
work as Mrs. Morrell. This is just 
one of the places that passed out her 
charity, and when you consider that 
for over fifty years she took a most 
personal interest in each of the 
thousands of cadets at St. Emma’s, 
and checked the number of converts 
each Christmas and Easter, you must 
marvel. That she was spared to 
spend the last two full weeks of her 
life at Rock Castle was significant.” 

It is little wonder, then, that Mrs. 
Morrell’s work won the unstinted 
praise of both the hierarchy and the 
laity. In 1944 the James J. Hoey 
Award was conferred upon her in 
recognition of painstaking study for, 
and her intense devotion to, the 
cause of interracial justice. Modest 
by nature, she could be persuaded to 
accept the award only on the condi- 
tion that it would help her school. 

Besides her hubsand and her sis- 


(Continued on page 61) 
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COVINGTON’S COLORED CATHOLICS 


The Mission of Our Savior in Cov- 
ington, Ky., began in 1943 with the 
opening of a school in a former family 
residence. The church was opened the 
following year. In the picture above are 
shown the school children and some of 
the adult parishioners. There are about 
forty adult colored Catholics in Cov- 
ington. 

Our Savior’s School has an enroll- 
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OUR 
SAVIOR’S 
CHURCH 
and 
SCHOOL, 
Covington, 
Ky. 


ment of fifty-six pupils. The teachers 
are three Sisters of Divine Providence 
from Melbourne, Ky. 

Rev. Henry Haacke (at right) is in 
charge of the mission and is at the same 
time editor of the official diocesan pa- 
per, The Messenger — two full-time 
jobs! The other priest in the picture is 
Rev. Anthony Deye, chaplain of St. 
Anne’s Convent, Melbourne, Ky. 


MARCH'S SAINTS 


March 6 — 
Ash Wednesday 


Today is one of very 
great importance in the 
Church year because it 
opens the solemn and sa- 
cred season of Lent. Al- 
though the Church has al- 
ways made use of ashes at 
the beginning of the 
Lenten season, it was only 
in the twelfth century that 
all her members received 
ashes. Up to that time 
only those who were pub- 
lic sinners were sprinkled 
with ashes. As your fore- 
head is marked with the 
blessed ashes, realize that 
you. too are a real sinner in need of 
God’s merciful forgiveness, and that 
you must do penance to obtain this 
mercy. In a spirit of sorrow and love 
offer your little sacrifices throughout 
the Lenten season for your sins and 
those of others. 


March 6 — St. Thomas Aquinas 
Patron of all Catholic schools and 


students is this brilliant thirteenth- 
century Dominican saint and doctor of 
the Church. He was endowed with a 
most penetrating intellect as well as an 
almost inexhaustible capacity for work. 
His most widely read work is his “Sum- 
ma,’ a most scholarly explanation of 
Catholic philosophy and _ theology. 
Some of the hymns sung at Benediction 
are taken from the Office of the feast 
of Corpus Christi which he composed. 
The purity of his life and sublimity of 
his writings have merited him the title 
of the Angelic Doctor. Pray to him for 
all Catholic students. 


March 19 — St. Joseph 


During the first three or four centur- 
ies the Church was almost entirely en- 
gaged in combating heretical doctrines 
concerning the divinity and humanity of 
Christ. When the most prevalent here- 
sies had been successfully refuted and 
crushed, she set about rendering honor 
to her martyrs and saints. From the 
fourth century, devotion to St. Joseph 
began to spread throughout the Church 


ST. JOSEPH, 
FOSTER FATHER OF 
THE SON OF GOD, 
PRAY FOR US! 


till today he is proclaimed 
as the Patron of the en- 
tire Catholic Church. 
Humble, prudent, = re- 
served, reliable, devoted to 
duty, what a model for 
imitation he provides to 
all heads of families and 
governments. As he was 
concerned for the welfare 
of Mary and Jesus when 
the cruel Herod sought 
the Child’s life, so he is 
very much concerned for 
the welfare of thousands 
of suffering, starving, per- 
secuted members of his 
Foster Son’s Mystical 
Body, the Church. Pray 
to him for all the intentions of the Holy 
Father, Pope Pius XII. 


March 22 — St. Catherine of Genoa 


At the age of sixteen this daughter of 
a noble Italian family married a fickle, 
carefree, pleasure-seeking patrician. 
Their ten years of married life were 
years of great unhappiness for Cather- 
ine. It was the prayers and severe acts 
of penance she offered for her husband 
that brought about his deathbed conver- 
sion. She was left a widow and penni- 
less; but Christ now enriched her with 
numerous visions, many of which dealt 
with the state of purgatory. She is 
called by theologians the “Apostle of 
Purgatory.” Recourse to God in prayer, 
genuine, humble prayer, not to the di- 
yorce courts, is the lesson countless un- 
happy married couples have failed to 
learn. Recommend all married people 
to today’s saint. 


March 25 — The Annunciation 
When the Archangel Gabriel told 


Mary of the divine plan to make her the 
Mother of the Savior of the world, and 
Mary gave her ready consent, the Sec- 
ond Person of the Blessed Trinity 
through the power of the Holy Spirit 
became incarnate, dwelling in the womb 
of Mary for nine months. Ask Mary 
to obtain for us pure and humble 
hearts, that each time Christ comes 
into our hearts in Holy Communion 
He may find an abode pleasing to. Him. 
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Christmas 


Rain, go ’way, and come back 
a another day, was the thought upper- 
most in the minds of most of us before 
Midnight Mass. Some minutes before 
the chimes announced the midnight 


ill hour, ushering in the blessed day on Ps FSS rats St. Augustine's Semi 
| which Christ was born, rain began to a) the only Catholic 
fall in torrents. We had to shorten the 4 
usual procession with the Bambino. 


13 Surprisingly enough, despite the un- oy a hul 
timely cloudburst, the Seminary chapel the subdeacon, Rev. Norbert Schuler, 


: 
; 
it . That evening a movie, “The Adven- 
. decorated sanctuary the Solemn Mid- 
| y ; 


was filled to capacity. In a tastefully S.V. D. 

; tures of Michael Strogoff,” starring 
a | night Mass was celebrated by Very Rev. ‘\'; pees , 
Hf Joseph Eckert, S.V.D., Provincial, as- Akim Taimiroff, was shown. All found 


sisted by Rev. Clarence J. Howard it exciting and crowded with suspense. 


| | S.V.D., as deacon and Rey. William 
Adams, S.V.D., as subdeacon, The ser- The Holy Innocents 


ih mon was given by Father Howard. This year we paid the Holy In- 
Upon rising at the break of day, we nocents special honor. A Solemn ass 
| ae : : -? 1. Mass was celebrated at 6.45 a.m, Fa- 
i | ee Beit Sree ee ther Hagen was celebrant; the assist- 


fect day if there ever was one. 


' At 9.30 the second Qolemn High 
Mass took place. The celebrating priest 
' was Father Herman Hagen, S.V.D.., 
| the deacon and subdeacon were Father 
Adams, $.V.D., and Very Rev. Father 
Rector Busch, S.V. D., respectively. 


For the rest of the day the members 
of the different departments exchanged 
greetings and best wishes, and of course 
they spent much time in confab as peo- 
ple with the same interests and outlook 
i are wont to do whenever they get a 

tf chance. This Christmas Day was just 
i.) such an opportunity. It was not passed 
; up. 

In the evening the community as- 
: sembled in the auditorium for a pro- 
$ gram in honor of our newborn Savior. 

For the greater part the program com- 
| prised musical selections of every tone 
and quality. 


Feast of St. Stephen 


| ) The day after Christmas is also 

‘ a feast of first rank for us. The spirit 
of Noel is still high. As on Christmas, » \ | —_— 
we gathered in chapel at 9.00 o’clock : 


for a Solemn High Mass in veneration proTHER BONAVENTURE, S.V.D, ENJOYS HIS 
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ing ministers were Fathers Winters and 
Adams. 


New Year’s Day 


On New Year’s Eve we retired 
amid the bangs of noisy explosives. The 
inhabitants of Bay St. Louis were see- 
ing the old year out after the peculiar 
manner of the Deep South. At midnight 
the joyous celebration reached its zenith 
when the town whistle joined in. That 
night the sound sleepers, as every night, 
were especially blessed. That’s how we 
began the New Year! 

Next morning everyone was anxious 
to wish his confreres a Blessed and 
Happy New Year. In the afternoon 
the football fans in particular were ob- 
livious of everything except what the 
announcer was saying over the radio. 
Our seminarians are great lovers of 
sports. Every New Year’s Day the 
broadcasts of the different post-season 
football matches attract them as they do 
every real American youth. 


Cheer Up 


January 2 found our seminarians 
greeting their books (well, you could 
hardly call it a greeting) after a brief 
parting. ‘Then they realized what a 
wonderful thing the Christmas vacation 
had been. But now, it’s gone forever. 
Time to get back to work, professors 
urge. Brace up, boys, the midyear will 
soon be here. But don’t forget exams 
are coming; first you have to cross the 
Rubicon with Caesar, your old friend. 


The Epiphany 


The feast of the Epiphany of 
our Lord has a special significance for 
missionaries and missionaries-to-be. At 
St. Augustine’s this feast has always 
been celebrated with pomp and splen- 
dor. In adoration and prayer, like the 


Magi from the East, we joined in the 
Solemn High Mass celebrated by Rev. 
Herman Hagen, S.V.D. The deacon 
at the Mass was Rev. Clarence J. How- 
ard, S.V.D., and the subdeacon, Rev. 
William Adams, S.V.D. Rev. Leo 
Woods, S.V.D., delivered an inspiring 
sermon on the missionary vocation. 

At 7.00 in the evening the minor 
seminarians staged their principal dra- 
ma of the year. It was a comedy en- 
titled “An Angel Holiday,” and sported 
an able cast. They were: Paul Babin 
‘47, Marion Bowden °47, Cyprian Pat- 
in ’47, James Moultrie °47, Joseph 
Guidry 47, Elmer Powell ’46, Lawrence 
Williams ’47, Paul Fontenot °47, Jer- 
ome LeDoux °47, Henry Brooks °46, 
John Harry °47, Philip Allen 46, Wil- 
liam Chevis '46, Paul Bruce °47, Ray- 
mond Guidry ’47, and William Oliver 
‘47, We congratulate each and every 
one of them, and we assure them that 
we appreciated their excellent perform- 


ance. 
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ter, Mother Katharine, Mrs. Mor- 
rell enjoyed the cooperation of two 
other able helpers in her chosen field 
of work. His Eminence, Cardinal 
Dougherty of Philadelphia, became 
her constant adviser. Miss Leona 
Colby, Mrs. Morrell’s intimate 
friend and lifelong secretary, trav- 
eled extensively with her and faith- 
fully cared for her like a true sister. 

Mrs. Louise Drexel Morrell’s 
book of life is closed. Her work 
for God was quiet and hidden. Her 
keen understanding and correct 
estimate for human beings and the 
dignity of the human soul became 
the driving force that led her on to 
uplift the poor and downtrodden. 
Her deserving epitaph might well 
read: “She hath opened her hand to 
the needy, and stretched out her 
hands to the poor” (Proverbs 
31:20). 


INTENTIONAL SECOND EXPOSURE 


Christmas 


go “way, and come back 
another day, was the thought upper- 
most in the minds of most of us before 
Midnight Mass. Some minutes before 
the chimes announced the midnight 
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fall in torrents. We had to shorten the 
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Rain, go 


Surprisingly enough. despite the un- 
timely cloudburst, the Seminary chapel 
was filled to capacity. In a_ tastefully 
decorated sanctuary the Solemn = Mid- 
night Mass was celebrated hy Very Rey. 
Joseph lekert, S.V.D.. Provincial, as- 
sisted by Rev. Clarence J. Howard, 
S.V.D., as deacon and Rey, William 
\dams, S.V.D., as subdeacon, The ser- 
mon was given by Father |loward. 


Upon rising at the break of day, we 
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and the touch of a gentle breeze: a per- 
fect dav if there ever was one. 
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Did You Say 
NEGRO 
PRIESTS? 


Jerome Brzakowskl, S.V. D. 


“This music must be making 
a grand impression on Joe,” 
was Frater Thomas’ recurring 
distraction. “He’ll certainly 
rave about this when he gets 
back to camp.” 

As customary in St. Mary’s 
Mission Seminary, Techny, 
Ill., on high feasts, two choirs 
sang the Solemn Mass of the 
Most Blessed Trinity. The 
Gregorian Chant choir was 
singing in the sanctuary; the 
polyphonic choir from the or- 
gan loft. Two weeks of intense 
practice helped make the rendi- 
tion exquisite; at least so thought 
Frater Thomas, one of the tenors in 
the polyphonic choir. He sang with 
extra gusto today, for down in the 
body of the church was his friend, 
Sergeant Joseph Blaine. 

The Mass over, Frater Thomas 
hurried past his confreres to the 
parlor, expecting the soldier’s salute 
of superlatives for the music. In- 
stead he was greeted with, “Were 
those Negroes in the sanctuary, 
Tom?” The sergeant seemed not 
to have noticed the choirs. Right 
at the beginning of the Mass he had 
spotted five Negroes in the sanc- 
tuary and couldn’t get them out of 
his mind. 

“What’s that?” came the disap- 
pointed reply. “Negroes? Oh, 
yes. I thought I told you we had 
colored seminarians here. Nineteen 
of them just now.” 

62 


“That right? Nineteen?” Ser- 
geant Joe was surprised. He weighed 
all this in his mind a moment and 
went on, “They’re kept separate, 
aren’t they?” 

“Shucks, no! Why should they 
be? There’s no color line here. 
Jim Crow would have about as 
much chance in Techny as a ‘Lucky 
Strike’ or a ‘Camel.’ ” 

The sarge couldn’t get over it. 
“J don’t see how you do it. Can’t 
be done in our camp. Lots of 
trouble brewing there between the 
white and the colored. Even more 
of a question down home. But tell 
me, are thesé colored boys going to 
be priests?” 

“Sure enough. Just like me.” 

“Himm. Never heard of a Ne- 
gro priest. Didn’t think a colored 
fellow could be ordained,” con- 
tinued the soldier, as the two went 


ST. AUGUSTINE’S MESSENGER 


across the parlor and sat down by 
the window. 

When they were seated, Tom 
took up the discussion. “I suppose 
there are many Catholics who do not 
know that we have Negro priests. 
The fact is, however, that there were 
three colored priests in the States 
even before the Emancipation Proc- 
lamation of Lincoln. All three 
were brothers, James, Sherwood, 
and Patrick Healy. Father James 
was ordained in 1854. And, believe 
it or not, twenty-one years later, he 
was consecrated the second Bishop of 
Portland, Maine. Yes, a Catholic 
Negro Bishop. He shepherded that 
diocese for a full twenty-five years. 
His brother, Father Sherwood, was 
pastor of St. James’ in Boston. The 
third brother, Patrick, became a 
Jesuit and eventually president of 
Georgetown University.” 

The sergeant eyed his seminarian 
friend for a while and uttered a 
long-drawn-out, “Gee!” As his 
surprise calmed down, he continued, 


“Of course, that was up North 
where there was no slavery.” 

“Youre right, Joe. The first ex- 
slave priest was Father Tolton, of 
Hannibal, Missouri. And what a 
career he had. A monument should 
be erected to his memory in every 
Harlem in America. He stands for 
two vital truths: the Catholic 
Church’s confidence in the Negro 
and the Negro’s ability to rise when 
given a chance. 

“While the Civil War was still 
raging, Tolton, then a lad of six- 
teen, ran away from his slavemaster 
and came to Quincy, Illinois. There 
the fugitive slave, hungry and 
weary, was picked up by the pastor 
the Catholic parish. The sympa- 
thetic priest fathered the boy 


through the years of elementary 
education and then, upon the lad’s 
request, baptized him. But the pas- 
tor’s interest in the Negro was not 
yet done. He went so far as to give 
him lessons in Latin and he sent him 
off to the Propaganda Seminary in 
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Colored and white SVD seminarians at St. Mary’s Mission House, Techny, Ill. “There’s no 
color line here,” says Frater Thomas 
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Rome to study for the priesthood. 


“After his ordination, Father 
Tolton returned to Quincy. The 
good people of the parish gave him 
a welcome perhaps never before ac- 
corded a Negro by white people. 
Present at his first Mass in the 
parish church was a stately gentle- 
man, not a Catholic, who followed 
the young priest in every move at 
the altar. It was to be the hour of 
grace for this man, too, the former 
slavemaster of Father Tolton. 

“All this honor and respect be- 
stowed on his former slave was too 
much for him. How could any 


church do so much for the Negro? 
He studied Catholic doctrine and 
was convinced of its truth. His next 
step was to seek out his former slave 
and kneel at his feet begging for 
Baptism. Picture that to yourself: 


a master kneeling at the feet of his 
former slave. No fairy 
either.” 


The sarge was interested. “Why 
didn’t the Church continue to ordain 
Negroes?” he said. 


“Chesterton once said that the 
Church would always continue to 
ordain Negroes. And he was right. 
The climb from slavery up to the 
priesthood, however, was long and 
hard. Only fourteen Negro priests 
were ordained in the ejghty years 
from Bishop James Healy’s ordi- 
nation to 1934. In that year, how- 
ever, the first four clerics of our 
seminary for the colored, St. Augus- 
tine’s in Bay St. Louis, Mississippi, 
received the priestly character. 
From then on to this day, the priest- 
hood has been conferred on twenty- 
seven Negroes. Some real progress, 
from fourteen in eighty years to 
twenty-seven in twelve years!” 
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tale, 


The soldier pulled out a cigaret, 
jokingly offered one to Tom, lit up, 
and said, “Were all those twenty- 
seven ordained at St.- Augustine’s? 
Are they all in your Society?” 


“No. Only nineteen are priests 
of our order. Do you know that 
three of them are now missionaries 
in Africa? They’re paying, as it 
were, a debt long overdue to that 
continent for the two and one-half 
centuries of slavery to which we sub- 
jected her kidnapped sons. The oth- 
ers are working among their own in 
some of the twenty-four parishes 
for the colored which have been en- 
trusted to the Society of the Divine 
Word.” Frater Thomas hastily 
brought his brief story of the colored 
clergy to an end. 


“Thanks, Tom, for letting me in 
on this. I’ve heard so much against 
the Negro — bad stuff, you know. 
Your facts are an antidote. Now 
Il] have a little something with 
which to defend the colored.” 


“Sure. Put in a good word for 
the Negro. After all, he wants no 
more than to be treated like the rest 
of men.” 

“Say where did you say that sem- 
inary was? It may be handy for me 
to keep that in mind.” 

“In Bay Saint Louis, Mississippi. 
It’s the only complete seminary in 
the country for the exclusive train- 
ing of the colored for the priest- 
hood. A complete fourteen-year 
course, minor and major seminary. 
Exactly the same thing that I am 
getting here. Run by the Society 
of the Divine Word and trains men 
to become members of the Society, 
to work in the missions here at home 
as well as in foreign lands. Got 
that?” (Continued on page 67) 


é 


A Word for Association 
vs. Segregation 


“On the shoulders of intelligent ed- 
ucators has fallen the task of teaching 
the entire truth and not just part of it, 
of relating the black man’s heroic role 
in U. S. history, of outlining the biolo- 
gy of man with an eye to equality of 
all humans, of practicing association 
rather than segregation in our schools. 

“One of the hopeful signs of the 
times is the movement in classroms ev- 
erywhere to give children a knowledge 
of what minorities have done to fight 
for and build America. 


“Perhaps the errors and mistakes of 
long-gone generations will become 
guide posts for a peaceful path tomor- 
row.” 

EBONY 
Chicago, Ill. 


The Set-up 


“Within the average Catholic diocese 
there are parish churches, national 
churches and racial churches. The par- 
ish churches have certain street bound- 
aries. French, Polish, German, Hun- 
garian, Italian, Mexican, and other na- 
tional churches are for immigrants who 
can understand a sermon only in their 
native language. Negro, Chinese and 
Japanese churches are in neighborhoods 
where these racial groups have clus- 
tered, voluntarily or by reason of seg- 
regation. However, national churches 
are fast being turned into general par- 
ishes as second generations, American- 
ized, prefer sermons in English; and 
racial churches are diminishing as 
whites move into such areas, becoming 
interracial, and eventually general par- 
ish churches. 


“Onote and Unquote a 


@ What Others Are Saying Of 
@ And About the Negro 


“The great need, task and obligation 
of the Catholic Church in the years 
ahead is to train Negro priests to work 
with white priests in interracial parishes 
and to train Negro and white priests to 
labor together in the missionary fields 
of the South, toward doing away with 
segregation, a form of separatism de- 
structive to the unity of universal Chris- 
tianity.” Ted LeBerthon 

in the NEGRO DIGEST 


REMEMBER OUR FRIENDS 


“It js therefore a holy and wholesome 
thought to pray for the dead ...” (2 Mac. 
12, 46) 

In your charity please pray for the repose 
of the souls of: 


Rt. Rev. Msgr. August Hoecing, who died 
in Sharon, Penna., December 26, 1945; 

Rev. Lawrence M. Brauner, who died in 
New Orleans, December 17, 1945; ordained 
6 years and 9 months; 

Bro. Mark Ruane, S.V’. D., who died in St. 
Louis, Mo., December 3, 1945; 

Sister Mary Monica, S.H.F., who died in 
New Orleans, December 11, 1945; 

Sr. Mary Anarcharia, S.SPp.S., who died in 
Austria ; 

Sr. Mary Edwigis, S.Sp.S., who died in 
Manila, P. L.; 

Sr. Mary Laetitia, S.Sp.S., who died in 
Manila, P. L.; 

Sr. Mary Solana, S.Sp.S., who died in 
Steyl, Holland; 

Joseph Holmes, who died in New York 
City, August 14, 1945; 

Athenaise F. Antoine, who died in New 
Orleans, La., Nov. 17, 1945; 

Leona Rousseve, who died in New Orleans, 
La., Jan. 8, 1946. 

May their souls, and the souls of all the 
faithful departed, through the mercy of God, 
rest in peace. Amen. 
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BRIGHT SPOTS IN THE NEWS 


George Washington Carver Day 


The United States Government 
paid honor to the humble but immortal 
Dr. Carver on January 5, by declaring 
that day George Washington Carver 
Day. President Harry S. Truman offi- 
cially signed a congressional resolution 
to that effect. This historic proclama- 
tion pointed out the fact that Dr. Car- 
ver had “contributed to the expansion of 
the agricultural economy of the nation 
through his diligent research as an agri- 
cultural chemist.” Furthermore, the flag 
of the United States was displayed on 
all Government buildings in commem- 
oration of the achievements of the emi- 
nent scientist. 

In addition to the national honor, 
several States had likewise launched a 
movement to honor Dr. Carver, who 
was born a slave, but later became one 
of this country’s greatest scientists. 


Virgin Islands Get First Negro 
Governor 


William Henry Hastie, formerly 
judge of the Virgin Islands under the 


Roosevelt administration, has been 
named as governor by President Harry 
S. Truman, according to a White House 
announcement. Now dean of Howard 
University’s law school and a member 
of the NAACP’S legal committee, 
Judge Hastie served in the early stages 
of the war as civilian aide to the Secre- 
tary of War. The Virgin Island group 
over which he will preside has a pre- 
dominantly colored population, since 
there are over 17,000 Negroes; the re- 
mainder of the population being com- 
posed of over 2,000 whites, and over 
5,000 persons of mixed blood. 


Boon to Veterans 


The Most Rev. Samuel A, 
Stritch, D.D., Archbishop of Chicago, 
has announced the creation of a Chica- 
go Catholic archdiocesan organization 
to aid in the civilian readjustment of 
war veterans. 

His Excellency stated, “While we 
have entered into the veteran situation 
with the avowed purpose of aiding 
Catholic servicemen, we will try to as- 
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sist anyone who wishes to avail himself 
of our organization, no matter what his 
race or religious faith may be.” 

The Archbishop also mentioned that 
the committee would not try to compete 
with existing organizations, which have 
for their aim the assistance of the vet- 
erans. Rather it will try to coordinate 
existing Catholic social agencies for 
veterans with information on both pub- 
lic and private services. It will also be 
in charge of the education plan for the 
veterans of the Archdiocese, and all the 
Catholic colleges and high schools will 
be integrated into its plan and program. 


Democratic Step Forward in 
Alabama 


Amendment of party rules in 
order to permit Negroes to vote in 
Democratic primaries was urged on the 
members of- the Alabama Democratic 
executive committee. This recommen- 
dation was presented to the members by 
the State chairman, Gessher T. Mc- 
Corvey. 

In past primaries, Negroes have vot- 
ed in some counties, but have been de- 
nied the ballot in others. Alabama is 
one of the seven states requiring pay- 
ment of poll tax before registration 
for voting. 


Blessed Martin Made Patron 


The saintly Negro, Blessed Mar- 
tin de Porres, a lay Brother in the Or- 
der of St. Dominic, has been officially 
proclaimed patron of social justice in 
his native land, Peru. Ecclesiastical 
confirmation of this honor, which was 
first bestowed on him in 1939 by the 
then President, O. R. Benavides, came 
in January 1945. The actual public 
proclamation, however, was delayed to 
give added solemnity to the celebration 
of Blessed Martin’s feast in November 
of that year. 

The celebration took place in the 
Cathedral of Lima. There was a Pon- 
tifical Mass celebrated by the Apostolic 
Nuncio, Most Rev. Fernando Cento, 
D.D., followed by a colorful proces- 
sion, during which the statue of Blessed 
Martin was carried from the Dominican 
church to the cathedral and back again. 
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Negro Miner Cited as Hero 


It was Bud Townes, a 52-year- 
old Negro miner, who took charge of 
a group of nine miners trapped by an 
explosion in the coal shaft of a Ken- 
tucky mine. Having been caught in a 
mine explosion 16 years ago, Bud knew 
what to do when the explosion caused 
their way to the surface to be blocked. 
His methods were so effective that he 
managed to keep all of his companions 
alive during the ordeal, although one of 
them died soon after being rescued. 
Bud Townes received praise from his 
fellow miners, as well as from the 
townspeople of Pineville, Ky., for the 
manner in which he saved the lives of 
his companions. 


@ BOOKS @¢ 


MY REQUIEM MISSAL AND MASS CARD, 
by Father Stedman. 128 pages. Price 25¢ 
and 35c. Published by the Confraternity of 
the Precious Blood, 5300 Fort Hamilton 
Parkway, Brooklyn 19, N. Y. 


A handy little booklet for the use of family 
and friends at funerals, month’s mind and an- 
niversary Masses. It is a consolation for the 
bereaved who while consigning their beloved 
to the earth are hereby reminded to think of 
his soul and of its eternal happiness. It con- 
tains three Masses, special indulgenced prayers 
to be recited on each day of the week for 
the faithful departed, and short explanations 
of Purgatory and indulgences in question and 
answer form. 


LET'S GET TOGETHER FOR THE REAL FIGHT 
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DID YOU SAY NEGRO PRIESTS? 


(Continued from page 64) 


“Right. Hope you won't mind 
one more question. Rather a mean 
one, but I’d like an answer just the 
same.” 


“T et’s have it.” 


“Do these colored priests do 
well?” 


“Glad you asked. The answer is 
easy. They’re doing fine, wonder- 


ful work. We are proud of them, 
every one!” 


A CHRISTLIKE PARALLEL 


Martin E. Casey, JR. 


There was no room for Him in the inn, His early youth possessed no fame, 


His life was very much akin to a fri 


end of mine whom I shall name. 


When He began His ministry, men saw the proof and yet saw not, 


Today a modern analogy has claimed the Negro for His lot. 


Spurned, rejected, cast aside, even natural rights denied 
Stands the Negro in our midst, victim of our fratricide. 
What cause find you in this just man? Can it be his coat of tan? 
Would you decry what God began as intellectual artisan ? 


Jesus Christ received no hearing as He was condemned to die, 

The Negro’s cause is quickly judged, regardless where the facts may lie; 
He doesn’t have to worry though since he began to know 

Of a Higher Court in a Better Land where justice is not slow. 


Appointments 


Father Maxine Williams, S.V. D., 
has been appointed assistant pastor of 
Our Lady of Perpetual Help Church, 
St. Martinville, La., to take the place 
of Father Richard Winters, S.V. D., 
who has been appointed to assist the 
Rev. Anthony Bourges, S.V.D., in the 
parish of the Immaculate Heart of 
Mary, Lafayette, La. Father Williams 
will also have charge of St. Anthony’s 
Mission in Cade, La. 


School Bus Gets “Workout” 


Holy Rosary School in Lafayette, 
La., has a bus that runs an average of 
72 miles a day carrying pupils to and 
from school. Each morning the bus 
goes as far as Parks, La., 18 miles 
away, to gather the children who live 
in scattered rural places, and each af- 
ternoon it returns the children along 
the same route. 

Holy Rosary, an all girls’ school, has 
an enrollment of 130, of whom 79 are 
in the high school department. The 
school has seven Sisters of the Holy 
Family. Father Charles Windolph, 


S.V. D., is director of Holy Rosary. 


With our SVD Fathers 
on the Colored Missions 


Lay Catechists 


Father Jerome Haines, S.V.D., 
writes that he is using the services of 
colored lay catechists in his two mis- 
sions at Franklin and Verdunville, La. 
Since there is no Catholic school in ei- 
ther place, the five catechists — two in 
Franklin and three in Verdunville — 
give regular instructions to some sev- 
enty children. 

The recently built parish hall in Ver- 
dunville was the scene of the first 
Christmas play presented by the chil- 
dren of Immaculate Conception Mission 
in December. This is the first time the 
two hundred colored Catholics of Ver- 
dunville and vicinity have had a place 
of their own in which to hold their so- 
cial gatherings and entertainments. 


Knights of the Altar 


A beautiful ceremony was held in 
St. Joseph’s Church, Meridian. Miss., 
on the Feast of Christ the King. Seven 
altar boys made a pledge of allegiance 
to Christ the King and became Knights 
of the Altar. Father John Gasper, 
S.V.D., pastor of St. Joseph’s, pinned 
the special knight’s badge on each one. 


A GROUP 
OF YOUNGSTERS 
attending 
Catechism classes 
at Immaculate 
Conception Mission, 
Verdunville, La. 
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A GROUP OF STUDENT RETREATANTS 
at St. Nicholas’ School, St. Louis, Mo. Father Clarence Howard, SVD, was the retreat-master 


This was the happy culmination of a 
one-year probation period for these sev- 
en youngsters, during which time they 
had mastered the Latin altar prayers, 
learned the correct method and etiquette 
of serving Holy Mass, and had been 
faithful in attendance at church serv- 
ices. 


St. Joseph’s School this year has an 
enrollment of 544 pupils who are in- 
structed by eleven Missionary Sisters, 
Servants of the Holy Ghost and one lay 
teacher. 


HELP OUR MISSION WORK 
Send us your 


CANCELLED STAMPS 


Any and all kinds of used postage 
stamps are acceptable. Just cut stamps 
from envelope, leaving a margin of paper 
all around, then, when a number have been 
gathered, send them to us by ordinary 
3rd class mail. We sell them to collectors. 


STAMP DEPARTMENT 
St. Augustine’s Seminary 
Bay Saint Louis, Miss. 


A HAPPY PARTY OF BOY SCOUTS, GIRL SCOUTS AND CUBS 
Our Lady of the Divine Shepherd Parish, Trenton, Ne J; 
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St. Joseph's School this vear has an 
enrollment of 344 pupils who are in- 
structed by eleven Missionary Sisters, 
Seryants of the Holy Ghost and one lay 
teacher. 


A HAPPY PARTY OF BOY SCOUTS, GIRL SCOUTS AND CUBS 
Our Lady of the Divine Shepherd Parish, Trenton, Nog: 


CHILDREN’S CORNER 


My dear Boys and Girls: 

Lent begins on Ash Wednesday, 
which is the sixth day of this month. I 
suppose that by this time most of you 
have already made little resolutions 
which you intend keeping during Lent. 
But, in case some of you have not yet 
gotten around to it, just remember that 
an excellent resolution is the resolution 
to attend Mass daily during Lent. An- 
other very good Lenten resolution is 
the resolve to receive our dear Lord in 
Holy Communion as often as possible. 
Promising to pay a visit to the Lord Je- 
sus in the Blessed Sacrament every day 
after school is a swell resolution and 
will help to make you closer friends of 
His. Try it! 


MY MAIL BAG 


Dear Father Howard: Just a line to tell you 
how I am getting along. We have had our 
examination. Father, I don’t know if my 
teacher is satisfied with my work, but I 
know that I did my best. 

Father, I have enjoyed reading your semi- 
nary book, and also enjoyed myself reading 
the “Children’s Corner,” and it is nice. Fa- 
ther, if you get a chance, please come to say 
our Easter Mass, for we will enjoy your 
staying here with us. 

Father, I am praying for you every day, 
and I am also praying for priests and Broth- 
ers and for all the holy missionaries. Please 
pray for me so that I may be a better boy. 
May the Lord in heaven open your heart and 
put many blessings and favors there. Yours 
sincerely, 

Louis Jackson, age 14 

Lafon Boys’ Home 

6850 Chef Menteur Highway 
New Orleans 17, La. 


Don’t worry, Louis; if you really did your 
best in school, your teacher is satisfied. I do 
not know whether I can get there for Easter, 
but I will certainly come to visit you and the 
other boys when I get the chance. Thanks 
for your prayers. I will remember you in 
mine, 


Dear Father Howard: I hope that you will 
come to see us soon. We would be very glad 
to see you. You are so good to us. You are 
always trying to bring souls to God. 
Father, I say some prayers for you before 

I go to bed at night. Please pray for me. I 
hope you do not get sick. May God bless you 
always. Yours in Jesus, Mary and Joseph, 

Robert Olsen, age 13 

Lafon Boys’ Home 

6850 Chef Menteur Highway 

New Orleans 17, La. 


Many thanks for your prayers and good 
wishes, Robert. I, too, hope that I do not 
get sick; but, just what made you think of 
that? Was I looking pale the last time you 
saw me? If so, maybe it was those war-time 
meatless hot dogs we roasted on that picnic, 
remember ? 


Dear Father Howard: Our class went on a 
“field trip,” and I just couldn’t wait any 
longer without letting you know how grand 
it was. 

First, we stopped by the train track. We 
found out that the soil near the cross ties 
had been cut approximately three inches 
deep. After removing the first layer of soil, 
we found the color of the soil and the three 
essential divisions of the soil which were dis- 
tinctly accounted for. 

As we were walking along the street no- 
ticing the beauty of nature, we bumped into 
a beautiful stream. We were told by some- 
one, I can’t remember exactly who, that this 
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cute little stream empties into the river out- 
side of Opelousas, La. 

On our way home we saw two white tur- 
keys. The majority had never witnessed such 
a sight before. 

We told Sister that this ought to happen 
more often. It was grand while it lasted. I 
wish you could have been with us. 

Father, I wish you could visit us again. I 
enjoyed the pictures you showed us on your 
last visit. Please remember me in your 
prayers and I will do the same for you. 
Yours respectfully, 

Yvonne Prejean 

(St. Paul’s School) 

136 S. Washington Street 
Lafayette, La. 


Ah, Yvonne, thanks for your little dis- 
course on geology (the soil), on hydrology 
(the cute stream) and on biology (the two 
turkeys). It’s too bad that more people don’t 
get a kick out of noticing the beauties of na- 
ture. Thanks for your prayers; you have 
mine in return. 


Dear Father Howard: When my brother 
found the MESSENGER in the mail box, I 
was surprised to see my letter in the book. 
My little brother told me to put his name 
in this letter, so I told him that I would. 
His name is Allen. I am praying for you. 
l’ll write more next time. I couldn’t think 
about nothing. And my brother was waiting 
for this tablet. Yours truly, 

Vera Antonia Fernandez, age 10 

3930 Gibson Street 

New Orleans 19, La. 


So your little brother wants to get in on 
this, too? Well, that’s just grand, Vera; the 
more the merrier! Sorry you couldn't think 
of anything else to say, and then your brother 
was rushing you, too. The next time just 
tear a sheet of paper out of the tablet, give 
the tablet to your brother, and then keep on 
thinking and writing until you finish your 
letter in peace. 


Dear Father Howard: How did you spend 
your New Year in the Seminary? I wish you 
could come to St. Raymond’s Church again; 
the rest of the people will be happy again. 
I hope you are feeling fine. From your friend, 
Otto Fernandez, age 13 
3930 Gibson Street 
New Orleans 19, La. 

We had a very nice New Year here at the 
Seminary, Otto. Thanks for the invitation 
to come back to St. Raymond’s. If you write 
such a short letter the next time, maybe you'd 
better use the tablet first, and then give it to 
your sister so that she can take her time. 
Write again sometime. 


Dear Father: I am in the 8th grade of St. 
Ludmila’s School. I am the president of the 
Society for the Propagation of the Faith in 
the 7th and 8th grades. I wish to extend to 
you the good wishes of all my roommates on 
the occasion of the 25th Anniversary of the 
founding of St. Augustine’s Seminary. To 
commemorate the occasion and to help you 
with your missionary work and training of 
priests, the 7th and 8th graders collected $5. 
We have sent this to our Archdiocesan Direc- 
tor. He will forward this to you shortly. 
We all pray for you and that your great 

work may continue. In the summer of 1943 
you visited our parish and told us of the 
need of the Negro Missions down South. 
Yours truly, 

Robert Zadlec, 8th grade 

J Street Road, S. W. 

Cedar Rapids, Iowa 


The sincere thanks of all here at the Semi- 
nary to each of the 7th and 8th graders for 
your very fine and generous donation. The 
students here won't fail to remember all of 
you in their prayers. And maybe one day one 
from among you will be following in their 
footsteps. God bless all of you! 


Dear Father Howard: This is the first time 
I am writing to you. I am in the 5th grade 
and am 1o years old. 

My grandmother just received a prayer of 
St. Augustine. I was excited and asked her 
to give it to me for my prayerbook. So 
then I got the idea to write to you. 

You know, Father, my grandmother is 
from Bay St. Louis and she says she did 
not live very far from the Seminary. She 
came out here to Washington in 1904. My 
great-grandmother’s name was Augustine 
Benoit. My grandmother was back there in 
1928, and she took care of my great-grand- 
mother who passed away in 1928. Mother's 
having Masses said at the Seminary for all 
our departed relatives and friends. 

My grandmother knows Father Eckert per- 
sonally. She met him in Chicago at St. 
Elizabeth’s Church. My great-grandmother 
took sick in Chicago. Grandma also met Fa- 
ther Christman. My grandmother was bap- 
tized, made her Solemn Communion and was 
married in Our Lady of the Gulf Church, 
and she went to school at St. Rose de Lima. 

And, Father, if it isn’t asking too much, 
would you send me a few holy cards for my 
missal? I attend the Visitation School and 
Church. I will pray for you and hope you 
pray for me. Your little friend, 

Mary Louise Canada, age 10 
6039 S. Junett Street 
Tacoma 9, Washington 
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Well, you finally got to the point, Mary 
Louise, and I think the writer of such an 
historical letter deserves some holy cards. So, 
I have mailed some to you. Best regards to 
your parents and your grandmother and all 
your other relatives. And tell them that we 
invite them to have a grand reunion here in 
Bay Saint Louis sometime. 


SHORT STORY CONTEST 


The winner of first place this month is 
Eileen Schraufl, an eighth grader of Our 
Lady of Good Counsel School, Cleveland, 
Ohio. Eileen will receive a large 7x10-inch 
beautifully colored holy picture as her prize, 
and she will also receive the MESSENGER 
free for one year. See how you like her 
story: 

REUNITED 
by 
Eileen Schraufl, age 12 
4006 Brooklyn Avenue 
Cleveland 9, Ohio 


Jean, a lovely housewife and mother, had 
just put her two children to bed and had re- 
laxed with a sigh of relief in a soft chair. 
She was waiting for Jerry, her husband, to 
relax also after a hard day’s work at the 
factory. Instead he restlessly pranced the 
floor as if rather disturbed. 

Jean noticed his queer way of acting and 
decided to come to the point. Solemnly she 
asked: “Come on, Jerry, what’s the matter?” 

Jerry hesitated and then answered, “I’m 
thinking of the war, Jean. I want to enlist 
in the Marines.” 

Jean was very calm and insisted that he 
do as he thought best. Jerry said he wanted 
so much to enlist, but had to think of his 
family. His wife remarked that other fami- 
lies could manage, and so could they. 

Jerry enlisted in the Marines and was ac- 
cepted. That day Jean met the children at 
school and they went down to the station 
to see him off. They had just enough time 
to say goodby when the train pulled away, 
with Jean and the children standing with 
forced smiles on their faces. 

It wasn’t so easy for Jean to do her house- 
keeping and work in the office besides, but 
somehow she managed, and each day Jean 
and Jerry corresponded and each waited anxi- 
ously for the other’s letters. The children 
always enjoyed hearing their dad’s experi- 
ences and how he liked being in the Marine 
Corps. Each night before bedtime all three 
knelt down before the Blessed Virgin’s altar 
to pray for Jerry’s homecoming. 

Then came the glad news that the war 
was over and Jerry would soon be discharged. 
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They had hoped ever since he had left that 
he would soon be home for Christmas, and 
then this would be a very happy one for the 
whole family. 

It was a great surprise when, on December 
21, Jerry phoned from the depot, and the 
family met him all thrilled because he was 
home not only for the coming holidays, but 
for good. It was more than a Merry Christ- 
mas for all four because they were reunited. 


According to the judges, the runners-up 
are: Eileen Brady (who forgot to send her 
address); Martha Briggs, 4439 West 56th 
Street, Cleveland 9, Ohio; Janice Brooks, 
1106 Benson Street, Houston 10, Texas; 
Mary Ann Berlon, 1413 Broadlawn, Cleve- 
land, Ohio; and Clara Mae Jolivette, Sunset, 
La. Each of these will receive a blessed Sa- 
cred Heart badge, and their stories, being 
so good, will be entered again in next month’s 
contest. 

Deserving of Honorable Mention are: Peg- 
gy Boehm, age 13, 1777 Saratoga Ave., Cleve- 
land 9, Ohio; Anthony Mencini, age 13, 5415 
Wetzel Ave., Cleveland 9, Ohio; Mary Joli- 
vette, age 11, Sunset, La.; Bernice Jolivette, 
age 16, Sunset, La.; Gilbert Cook, age 13, 
4525 Bader Ave., Cleveland 9, Ohio; Nancy 
Gallagher, age 13, 4771 West 35th St., Cleve- 
land 9, Ohio; Mary Youngman, age 14, 4455 
West 69th Place, Cleveland, Ohio; and Jo- 
anne Thiry, age 13, 4293 South Hills Drive, 
Cleveland 9, Ohio. 

And now, Boys and Girls, get busy, and 
see if you can write the BEST short story 
for the next time. But do not forget to sign 
your NAME, AGE, GRADE, and AD- 
DRESS. 


* * * 


Keep the Colored Missions in your 
prayers this month, and pray for more 
missionary vocations, because the Col- 
ored Missions need more priests, Broth- 
ers and Sisters. 

FATHER Howarb, 
Bay Saint Louis, Miss. 


S.V. D. 


MY ALL SAINTS CALENDAR 10946 


An attractive wall calendar for young- 
sters and teen-agers. Contains a short 
pictorial sketch of the life of a special 
Saint fer each month of the year. 


Beautifully illustrated in colors. 
25¢ each 


TIMELESS TOPIX 
128 E. Tenth St., St. Paul 1, Minn. 
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STUDENT BURSES 


A Burse, or Scholarship, of $5,000 will take care of the education 
and training of one of our students for the priesthood. Won’t you 
help us complete one of the following incomplete Burses? 


Sacred Heart 

St. Augustine 

St. Matthias 

St. Jude ; 

St. Elizabeth 

St. Joseph 

St. Martha 

Holy Ghost 

St. Madeline Sophie Barat 
Sorrowful Mother 


$4,977.90 
. 3,404.25 


Any amount large or small will be sinerectated. Send donations to 
REV. FATHER RECTOR 
St. Augustine’s Seminary 
Bay Saint Louis, Miss. 


Members of our 


MISSION MASS LEAGUE 


@ Share in hundreds of Holy Masses said 
annually for the living and the deceased 
League members. They also share in the 
benefits of various indulgences as well as 
in the good works of the Fathers, Brothers 
and Seminarians of the Society of the Divine 
Word. 


Annual Membership .. $1.00 
Perpetual Membership $10.00 


For further information write to: 
THE REVEREND DIRECTOR 
Mission Mass League 
St. Augustine’s Seminary 
Bay Saint Louis, Miss. 


Taking an S.V. D. 
ANNOEE YW 


IS AN EASY WAY TO HELP THE 
MISSION WORK OF THE CHURCH 


@ Give us a sum of money on which we 
will pay you an annual interest as long as 
you live. After death the principal will be 
used for the missionary purposes of the 
Society of the Divine Word, especially for 
the education of colored students for the 
priesthood. 
For information write to the 
REV. FATHER DIRECTOR 
ANNUITY PLAN 
Society of the Divine Word 
BAY SAINT LOUIS, MISS. 
Send for a free copy of our booklet: 
“HOW TO INVEST” 


Wou can do a 


WwW @ EE E ED 


OF GOOD 


by supporting one of our poor seminarians 


for a YEAR ($250.00) 
a MONTH ($25.00) 
a WEEK ($6.00) 
a DAY ($1.00) 


Address all communications to 


REVEREND FATHER RECTOR 


St. Augustine’s Seminary 


Bay Saint Louis, Miss. 
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Yes, that's the word for it. 
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CATHOLIC Catholic High Schools 


Since it seems that those Catholic 
schools which refuse to admit Negro 
students get much more publicity than 
those Catholic schools which are open to 
all regardless of race or color, we have 
set ourselves the task of trying, in our 
own little way, to remedy this situa- 
tion. Last month we began in this 
magazine a public Honor Roll for those 


Catholic high schools in this country 
which not only teach but also practice 
the all-embracing love of Christ. We 
want to make them better known. This 
month the list has been doubled. We 
invite our readers to send us the names 
of other Catholic high schools in their 
localities which admit qualified Negro 
students. 


HONOR ROLE 


of 


Catholic High Schools 
WHICH HAVE NO COLOR BAR 


Cathedral High School, Indianapolis, Ind. (Holy Cross Brothers) 
Cathedral High School for Boys, Los Angeles, Calif. (Brothers of the Christian 


Schools) 


Cardinal Hayes High School, New York, N. Y. (Diocesan Priests; Brothers) 
Elder High School, Cincinnati, Ohio. 


Immaculate Conception Academy, Dubuque, Iowa. 
(Diocesan Priests) 


Loras Academy, Dubuque, Iowa. 


(Diocesan Priests) 
(Franciscan Sisters) 


Loyola High School, Los Angeles, Calif. (Jesuit Fathers) 
Mundelein Cathedral High School, Chicago, Ill. (Sisters of Charity of B. V. M.) 


Purcell High School, Cincinnati, Ohio. 
Reitz Memorial High School, Evansville, Ind. 


of Providence) 


(Marianist Brothers) 


(Holy Cross Brothers; Sisters 


Roger Bacon High School, St. Bernard, Ohio (Franciscan Fathers) 
Sacred Heart Academy, Indianapolis, Ind. (Sisters of St. Joseph) 
. Agnes’ Academy, Indianapolis, Ind. (Sisters of Providence) 
. Agnes’ High School, Los Angeles, Calif. (Sisters of the Holy Cross) 
. John’s Academy, Indianapolis, Ind. (Sisters of Providence) 
. Joseph’s Academy, Dubuque, Iowa. (Sisters of Charity of B. V. M.) 


. Malachy’s High School, Chicago, Ill. 


(Sisters of Mercy) 


. Margaret’s Academy, Minneapolis, Minn. (Sisters of St. Joseph) 
- Mary’s Academy, Indianapolis, Ind. (Franciscan Sisters) 
. Mary’s Academy, Los Angeles, Calif. (Sisters of St. Joseph) 


as 


~. 


St. Joseph’s High School, St. 
Louis, Mo., which is conducted by 
the Sisters of St. Joseph of Caron- 
delet, was begun in 1937 with two 
Sisters and twelve Negro Catholic 
pupils. Classes were conducted in 
an old building formerly known as 
Father Dunne’s Home for News- 
boys. In 1941 the high school was 
moved to its present location. 


SAINT 
JOSEPH'S 
HIGH 

in 


ST. LOUIS 


Today St. Joseph’s High School 
has an enrollment of 160 students, 
and the teaching staff consists of 


two priests, six Sisters of St. Joseph, 
and two lay instructors. St. Joseph’s 
is accredited with the University of 
Missouri, and is a member of the 
Catholic Youth Council and of the 
Missouri State Basketball League. 


LAST YEAR’S GRADUATING CLASS 
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Students practice for a school play (Below) Members of the active Blessed Virgin’s Sodality 
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St. Joseph’s High School, St. 
Louis, Mo., which is conducted by 
the Sisters of St. Joseph of Caron- 
delet, was begun in 1937 with two 
Sisters and twelve Negro Catholic 
pupils. Classes were conducted in 
an old building formerly known as 
lather Dunne’s Home for News- 
boys. In 1941 the high school was 
moved to its present location. 


SAINT 
JOSEPH'S 
HIGH 


in 


ST. LOUIS 


Today St. Joseph’s High School 
has an enrollment of 160 students, 
and the teaching staff consists of 


two priests, six Sisters of St. Joseph, 
and two lay instructors. St. Joseph’s 
is accredited with the University of 
Missouri, and is a member of the 
Catholic Youth Council and of the 
Missouri State Basketball League. 


LAST YEAR’S GRADUATING CLASS 


Students practice for a school play (Below) Members of the active Blessed Virgin’s Sodality 


JOSEPH] 
HIGH 


DOWN 
TEXAS 
WAY 


Epwin Bauer, C.S.C 
@ A growing Mission 


On July 4, 1941, elevation bells 
sounded for the first time in Holy 
Family Church in South Austin, 
Texas. The few converts of South 
Austin had traveled five miles every 
Sunday to Holy Cross Church in 
Fast Austin. Their patience and 
perseverance merited for them a 
church of their own. Since 1941, 
the number of converts has grown, 
but the harvest for the future has 
grown greatly. At present, forty- 
three have accepted the faith. 


(Above) Teachers and 

some of the pupils of 

Holy Family School, 
Austin, Texas 


(Right) Father Bauer 
and two Holy Cross Sis- 
ters with the group they 
taught during last 
summer 


Holy Family Church and Rectory, Austin, Texas 


The present pastor, Father Edwin 
Bauer, saw the necessity of being near 
his mission church. Be built a four- 
teen by twenty foot addition onto 
the sacristy for his home. He has 
been doing his own cooking and 
housekeeping and looks none the 
worse for it. Further development 
became necessary in the form of a 
school. He erected a tiny school 
building consisting of two class- 
room, fourteen by twenty feet each. 
It supplies his present needs, but 
soon a larger school will be needed. 
Iifteen pupils attended the school 
in its first year of existence. A rec- 
reation hall then began to take shape 
and a frame structure, thirty by fifty 
feet, sprang out of the ground. The 
growth of the mission is little less 
than miraculous. The work of God 
for the salvation of souls goes on in 
the capital city of Texas. 


Though twenty thousand Negroes 
live in Austin, many more live on 
farms and ranches throughout the 


country. Many of them are share- 
croppers. Their existence is miser- 
able and their poverty extreme. 
Thousands of them have never seen 
a priest and many have never been 
taught anything about God except 
what good parents passed on to the 
children. These folk long to hear 
about their place in the sun — The 
Sun of Justice. They thrill over 
the fact they are members of the 
Mystical Body of Christ; that they 
are equal to the white man. 

The church hall recently erected 
at the mission plays a great part in 
the social and religious lives of the 
people. The hall is opened nightly 
from seven until eleven. Crowds 
of young and old flock there to play 
games and dance. “It’s one place 
we can come and have fun and not 
get into a fight,” said one boy, who 
travels five miles nightly to enjoy 
the wholesome recreation. The hall 
is a protection to the Catholic boy 
and girl. The occasions of sin have 
been lessened. Unless we provide 
wholesome recreation for our young 
folks, we cannot expect them to re- 
main pure, when occasions of ‘sin are 
awaiting them on every street corner 
or in every bar. 
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ALL CONVERTS 
The Collins Family 
who were baptized 
and received into the 
Church last year on 

the Feast of the 


Assumption 


HOLY FAMILY RECREATION CENTER 
is open daily for the use of teen-agers 


° 
REMEMBER OUR FRIENDS 


“It is therefore a holy and wholesome 


thought to pray for the dead ...” (2 Mac. 
12, 46) 

In your charity please pray for the repose 
of the souls of: 
Rev. Joseph van Berkel, SVD, who died in 
the Little Sunda Islands; Rev. James de Bru- 
in, SVD, who died in the Little Sunda Is- 
lands: Rev. Theodore Buttenbruch, SVD, 
who died in the Philippine Islands; Rev, An- 
thony Ernst, SVD, who died in Germany; 
Rev. Hermann Fischer, SVD, who died in 
Steyl, Holland; Rev. Henry Greuter, SVD, 
who died in the Little Sunda Islands; Rev,, 
Anthony Hinke, SVD, who died in the Little 
Sunda Islands; Rev. John Kalde, SVD, who 
died in Brazil; Rev. Joseph Knauer, SVD, 
who died in Germany; Rev. Thomas Koning, 
SVD, who died in the Little Sunda Islands; 


(Continued on page 91) 
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Epwi~ Bauer, C.S.C 
@ A growing Mission 


On July 4+,4941, elevation bells 
sounded for the first time in Holy 
Family Church in South Austin, 
Texas. The few converts of South 
Austin had traveled five miles every 
Sunday to Holy Cross Church in 
Kast Austin. Their patience and 
perseverance merited for them a 
church of their own. Since 1941, 
the number of converts has grown, 
but the harvest for the future has 
grown greatly. At present, forty- 
three have accepted the faith. 


(Above) Teachers and 

some of the pupils of 

Holy Family School, 
Austin, Texas 


(Right) Father Bauer 
and two Holy Cross Sis- 
ters with the group they 
taught during last 
summer 


Holy Family Church and Rectory, Austin, Texas 


The present pastor, Father Edwin 
Bauer, saw the necessity of being near 
his mission church. Be built a four- 
teen by twenty foot addition onto 
the sacristy for his home. He has 
been doing his own cooking and 
housekeeping and looks none the 
worse for it. Further development 
became necessary in the form of a 
school. He erected a tiny schoo] 
building consisting of two class- 
room, fourteen by twenty feet each. 
lt supplies his present needs, but 
soon a larger school will be needed. 
lifteen pupils attended the school 
in its first year of existence. A rec- 
reation hall then began to take shape 
and a frame structure, thirty by fifty 
feet, sprang out of the ground. The 
growth of the mission is little less 
than miraculous. The work of God 
for the salvation of souls goes on in 
the capital city of Texas. 

Though twenty thousand Negroes 
live in Austin, many more live on 
farms and ranches throughout the 
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country. Many of them are share 
croppers. Their existence is miser- 
able and their poverty extreme. 
Thousands of them have never seen 

priest and many have never been 
taught anything about God except 
what good parents passed on to the 
children. These folk long to hear 
about their place in the sun — The 
Sun of Justice. They thrill over 
the fact they are members of the 
Mystical Body of Christ; that they 
are equal to the white man. 

The church hall recently erected 
at the mission plays a great part in 
the social and religious lives of the 
people. The hall is opened nightly 
from seven until eleven. Crowds 
of young and old flock there to play 
games and dance. “It’s one place 
we can come and have fun and not 
get into a fight,” said one boy, who 
travels five miles nightly to enjoy 
the wholesome recreation. The hall 
IS a protection to the Catholic boy 
and girl. The occasions of sin have 
been lessened. Unless we provide 
wholesome recreation for our young 
folks, we cannot expect them to re- 
main pure, when occasions of sin are 
awaiting them on every street corner 
or in every bar. 


ALL CONVERTS 
The Collins Family 
who were baptized 
and received into the 
Church last year on 

the Feast of the 


ae Assumption 


HOLY FAMILY RECREATION CENTER 
is open daily for the use of teen-agers 


° 


REMEMBER OUR FRIENDS 


“It ais therefore a holy and wholesome 
thought to pray for the dead..." (2 Mae 
12, 46) 

In your charity please pray for the repose 
of the souls of: 

Rew. Joseph van Berkel, SUD. who died in 
the Little Sunda Islands; Kez. James de Bru 
m, SUD, whe died in the Laitthe Sunda Is 
lands: Rev. Theodore Buttenbruch, SUD, 
who died in the Philippine Islands; Wet. 40 
thony Tirnst, STD, who died in Germany: 
Rew. Hermann Fischer. STI), who died in 
Steyl, Holland; Rew. [/lenry Greuter, SUD, 
who died in the Litthe Sunda Islands; [ez 
Inthony Hinke, SUI), who died in the Littl 
Sunda Islands; Rew. John Kalde, SUD, who 
died in Brazil; Rew. Joseph Knauer, SUD, 
who died in Germany; Kev. Thomas Koning, 
SIT’), who died in the Little Sunda Islands; 
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RETREATS OUT IN THE COUNTRY 


Ray Bernarp, S.J. 


@ The “Sower went out to sow Seed” 
@ And a Spiritual Harvest resulted 


Slowly the old woman trudged 
along in the loose gravel on the side 
of the Louisiana road. She kept 
switching her worn bag from one 
wrinkled brown hand to the other, 
brushing at the heavy perspiration 
that clouded her glasses. 

Church Point was not so awfully 
far from Belleview, and the road 
was tolerable. The sun was ter- 
ribly warm, true, and it would tell 
on her — she knew that from last 
summer. She had no money, either. 
And it would take all morning to 
cover the hot gravel. But she could 
rest that afternoon. She would be 
welcome at a little unpainted cot- 
tage, where would be ladled out to 
her a portion of greens and siding, 
with maybe a cool cup of rich cream. 
They quietly she would rest an hour, 
and walk to the chapel. For that 
night were to begin “the talks.” 


* * * 


Not everyone goes a fifteen-mile CHURCH OF CHRIST THE KING 
trek in the south Louisiana sun to Grand Coteau, La. 


ae 


Adults and children from outlying rural districts attending the Women’s Retreat in 
Belleview, La. 
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The 

present 
Church 

of Christ 
the King, 
in Belleview, 


La. 


attend the parish retreats held at 
Christ the King Church, Grand 
Coteau, and at Belleview Mission. 
One man returned from a Texas 
city simply to be on hand. But he 
and the old woman of sixty, with a 
few from the rim of the neighbor- 
hood, are exceptions. 

Most of the thousand adults who 
take time off for these days of quiet 
and prayer and instruction are farm- 
ers, “sharecroppers,” men and wom- 
en who work constantly to draw 
from the fertile earth and their 
“bossmen” enough yield to subsist 
till next spring. First the women 
gather for the affair, after a Mon- 
day of preparing their families and 
homes for a three-day absence; then 
all Saturday and Sunday the men get 


Reverently 
attending 
Mass 
celebrated 
on an 
improvised 
outdoor 
altar 
(Belleview, La.) 
before the 
church 
was built 


tc the church. In this way the work 
on the farm does not stop, the chil- 
dren are provided for, and there 1s 
practically no interruption or loss of 
working days. 

Their time is full: Holy Mass, 
breakfast, instructions, Stations, ex- 
amination of conscience, beads, more 
instructions, then closing benedic- 
tion. Nearly everyone goes to Con- 
fession and Communion, many sev- 
eral times. 

This unique rural parish institu- 
tion grew out of a seed planted in a 
simple request made back in 1923 
by a Religious of the Sacred Heart, 
when she asked for a Jesuit priest 
to give a short retreat to the young 
colored girls of her little school. So 
popular and fruitful was the retreat 
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RETREATS OUT IN THE COUNTRY 


Ray BERNARD, S.J. 
@ The “Sower went out to sow Seed” 
@ And a Spiritual Harvest resulted 


Slowly the old woman trudged 
along in the loose gr avel on the side 
of the Louisiana road. She kept 
switching her worn bag from one 
wrinkled brown hand to the other, 
brushing at the heavy perspiration 
that clouded her glasses. 

Church Point was not so awfully 
far from Belleview, and the road 


was tolerable. The sun was ter- 
ribly warm, true, and it would tell 
her — she knew that from last 


summer. She had no money, either. 
And it would take all morning to 
cover the hot gravel. But she could 
rest that afternoon. She would be 
welcome at a little unpainted cot 
tage, where ne ve ladled out to 
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Adults and children from outlying rural districts attending the Women’s Retreat in 
Belleview, La. 


ST. AUGUSTINE’S MESSENGER 


The 
present 
Church 

» @ 

of Christ ; # 

q " 

T 

the King, ' 
in Belleview, — 


La. 


attend the parish retreats held at 
Christ the King Church, Grand 
Coteau, and at Belleview Mission. 
One man returned from a Texas 
city simply to be on hand. But he 
and the old woman of sixty, with a 
few from the rim of the neighbor 
hood, are exceptions. 

Most of the thousand adults who 
take time off for these days of quiet 
and prayer and instruction are farm- 
ers, “sharecroppers,” men and wom 
en who work constantly to draw 
from the fertile earth and their 
“bossmen” enough yield to subsist 
till next spring. T‘irst the women 
gather for the affair, after a Mon- 
Gay of preparing their families and 
homes for a three-day absence; then 
all Saturday and Sunday the men get 


Reverently 


attending 
Mass 
celebrated 
on an 
improvised 
outdoor 
altar 
(Belleview, La.) 
before the 
church 
was built 


tc the church. 


In this way the work 
on the farm does not stop, the chil 


dren are provided for, and there ts 
practically no interruption or loss of 
working days. 

Their time is full: Holy Mass, 
breakfast, instructions, Stations, eX 
amination of conscience, beads, more 
instructions, then closing benedic 
tion. Nearly everyone goes to Con 
fession and Communion, many se\ 
cral times. 

This unique rural parish institu- 
tion grew out of a seed planted in 
simple request made back in 192 
by a Religious of the Sacred Heart, 
when she asked for a Jesuit priest 
to give a short retreat to the young 
colored girls of her little school. So 
popular and fruitful was the retreat 
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SOME OF THE RELIGIOUS VOCATIONS FROM GRAND COTEAU 
Father Cornelius Thensted, S.J., (right) pastor of Christ the King Church, with Father 
Leander Martin, S.V.D., first colored Catholic priest from Grand Coteau, and some of the 20 
Holy Family Sisters who entered the convent from Grand Coteau 


that it was repeated and extended, 
until it became a regular feature at 
Grand Coteau. 

Then one hard summer the crop- 
pers west of the little village asked 
Father Cornelius Thensted, S.]J., 
assistant pastor, to give a retreat to 
them “out in the country” and 
enough men attended for the mis- 
sionary to begin to plan a local 
chapel. Next year Father Godfrey 
Cook, S.J., arranged the erection of 
the “Belleview Mission.” The re- 
treat had led to the coming of their 
Eucharistic Lord to live among 
these poor farmers. The retreats 
went on steadily, there and in town. 

K *K * 

In twenty-two years the fruit of 
the retreats has been considerable. 
Thirty girls of the parish have been 
received and professed in the Con- 
gregation of the Holy Family, and 
today are laboring among the col- 
ored children of Lousiana. One 
young man has been ordained in the 
Society of the Divine Word, an- 
other professed as a lay Brother. 


80 


The lay people are pious and re- 
spectful and patient. Their chil- 
dren will tell you they want to be 
priests and Sisters, and priests and 
Sisters they will be, though poverty 
and custom will chain many to the 
cropper’s life. The schools are 
growing, and their graduates some- 
times go on to study at New Or- 
leans’ Xavier University and return 
as teachers. Now four Holy Family 
Sisters live at Belleview school dur- 
ing the year, and teach there, return- 
ing to Lafayette for the summer. 


The fine example of these Negro 
Catholics is helping many to under- 
stand the catholicity of the Faith, 
and it furnishes a constant living in- 
spiration to the young Southern 
Jesuits in training at nearby St. 
Charles college. 


* * 


Catholics in Madasgascar 
There are 600,000 of them, plus 


40 native priests and one native 


bishop. 


St. Richard’s Catholic Church, Boston, Mass. 


Focal Point for Boston's Colored Catholics. 


CLARENCE J. Howarp, S.V.D. 


@ Former Protestant Church byttding 
@ Now a place of Catholic worship 


On April 28, the first Sunday after 
Faster, His Excellency, the Most Rev- 
erend Richard J. Cushing, D.D., Arch- 
bishop of Boston, will dedicate the new 
St. Richard’s Catholic Church on Buena 
Vista Street in Roxbury, Boston, Mass. 
This beautiful stone edifice, which for- 
merly belonged to a Protestant congre- 
gation, was purchased by Archbishop 


Cushing last year to be used as a parish 
church for the colored people of that 
particular vicinity. However, the Arch- 
bishop in a public statement has made it 
plain that colored Catholics are NOT 
being segregated to this one church, but 
that they are welcome to worship in any 
Catholic church in the Archdiocese. St. 
(Con'inued on page 91) 
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SOME OF THE RELIGIOUS VOCATIONS FROM GRAND COTEAU 
Father Cornelius Thensted, S.J., (right) pastor of Christ the King Church, with Father 
Leander Martin, S.V.D., first colored Catholic priest from Grand Coteau, and some of the 20 
Holy Family Sisters who entered the convent from Grand Coteau 


that it was repeated and extended, 
until it became a regular feature at 
Gsrand Coteau. 

Then one hard summer the crop- 
pers west of the little village asked 
lather Cornelius Thensted, S.J., 
assistant pastor, to give a retreat to 
them “out in the country” and 
enough men attended for the mis- 
sionary to begin to plan a_ local 
chapel. Next year Father Godfrey 
Cook, $.J., arranged the erection of 
the “Belleview Mission.” The re- 
treat had led to the coming of their 
Eucharistic Lord to live among 
these poor farmers. The retreats 
went on steadily, there and in town. 

* * * 

In twenty-two years the fruit of 
the retreats has been considerable. 
Thirty girls of the parish have been 
received and professed in the Con- 
eregation of the Holy Family, and 
today are laboring among the col- 
ored children of Lousiana. One 
young man has been ordained in the 
Society of the Divine Word, an- 
other professed as a lay Brother. 
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The lay people are pious and re- 
spectful and patient. Their chil- 
dren will tell you they want to be 
priests and Sisters, and priests and 
Sisters they will be, though poverty 
and custom will chain many to the 
cropper’s life. The schools are 
growing, and their graduates some- 
times go on to study at New Or- 
leans’ Xavier University and return 
as teachers. Now four Holy amily 
Sisters live at Belleview school dur- 
ing the year, and teach there, return- 
ing to Lafayette for the summer. 

The fine example of these Negro 
Catholics is helping many to under- 
stand the catholicity of the Faith, 
and it furnishes a constant living in- 
spiration to the young Southern 
Jesuits in training at nearby St. 
Charles college. 


* * 


Catholics in Madasgascar 
There are 600,000 of them, plus 
40 native priests and one native 


bishop. 


St. Richard’s Catholic 


Church, Boston, Mass. 


Focal Point for Boston's Colored Catholics. 


CLARENCE J. Howarp, S.V.D. 


@ Former Protestant Church building 
@ Now a place of Catholic worship 


Qn April 28 the first Sunday after 
Master, His Excellency, the Most Rev- 
erend Richard J. Cushing, D.D.. -\reh- 
bishop of Boston, will dedicate the new 
St. Richard's Catholic Church on Buena 
Vista Street in Roxbury, Boston, Mass. 
This beautiful stone edifice, which for- 
merly belonged to a Protestant congre- 
gation, was purchased by Archbishop 


— 


Cushing last vear to be used as a parish 
church for the colored people of that 
particular vicinity. |lowever, the Arch- 
bishop ina public statement has made it 
plain that colored Catholics are NOT 
being segregated to this one chureh, but 
that they are welcome to worship in any 
Catholic chureh in the .\rchdiocese. St 


(Conminued on page 97) 
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St. Augustine’s Church, Rectory and School, North Little Rock, Ark. 
The one-story building at the right is the school 


ACROSS THE ARKANSAS RIVER 


Just across the Arkansas River, 
opposite the State capital of Little 
Rock, lies the city of North Little 
Rock, Arkansas. Here 1s located 
the Divine Word Fathers’ St. 
Augustine’s Mission. 

The mission was started in 1929 


by Father J. H. Harmann, SVD. 
There were no colored Catholics in 
North Little Rock then. Today 
there are one hundred and twenty- 
six. Many others have moved 
farther North seeking better op- 
portunities. 


Interior of St. Augustine’s Church, North Little Rock, Ark. 
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Some of the 160 pupils of 
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Sister is ambushed on the playground by 
. devoted pupils 
(Below) School and convent of 
St. Augustine’s Mission 


St. Augustine’s Mission School 


St. Augustine’s School has 162 
pupils in attendance. Five Blue 
Sisters (Missionary Servants of the 
Holy Ghost from Techny, Ill.) are 


stationed at the mission. 


The pastor of St. Augustine’s, 
Father Gerard Steig, S.V.D., was 
formerly a professor of higher 
mathematics at St. Augustine’s Sem- 
inary, Bay Saint Louis, Mississippi. 
Now he is busy teaching the little 
ones in his school to subtract from 
their sins, to add to their virtues, 
and to multiply their good deeds in 
order to obtain the sum total of 
heaven. 
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St. Augustine’s Church, Rectory and Schocl, North Little Rock, Ark. 
The one-story building at the right is the school 
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by Father J. H. Harmann, $:¥..). 
‘There were no colored Catholics in 
North Little Rock then. Today 
there are one hundred and twenty- 
six. Many others have moved 
farther North seeking better op- 
portunities. 


Interior of St. Augustine’s Church, North Little Rock, Ark. 


Some of the 160 pupils of St. Augustine’s Mission School 


Sister is ambushed on the playground by 
devoted pupils 
(Below) School and convent of 
St. Augustine’s Mission 


St. Augustine’s School has 162 
pupils in attendance. Five Blue 
Sisters (Missionary Servants of the 
Holy Ghost from Techny, III.) are 
stationed at the mission. 


The pastor of St. Augustine’s, 
lfather Gerard Steig, S.V.D., was 
formerly a professor of higher 
mathematics at St. Augustine’s Sem 
inary, Bay Saint Louis, Mississippi. 
Now he is busy teaching the little 
ones in his school to subtract from 
their sins, to add to their virtues, 
ond to multiply their good deeds in 
order to obtain the sum total of 
heaven. 


Visitors 

On his way to Haiti to take up 
his new duties as regional superior, Fa- 
ther Maillé, of the Montfort Fathers, 
visited St. Augustine’s. With eight 
years of experience in missionary work 
among the Indians of Victoria, Canada, 
to his credit, we feel that Father will 
have no great difficulty in coping with 
the conditions of his new mission field. 
The scholastics were delighted to talk 
with Father Maillé for a few minutes. 
During the conversation he certainly did 
his share to promote in these young 
men a real interest in the apostolate and 
to effect in them a deeper realization of 
the needs of the Church of today. 

Father Edwin Baur, S.C.S., pastor of 
Holy Family Church, one of the two 
parishes for Negroes in Austin, Tex., 
chose our seminary this year as the 
place of his spiritual retreat. Father is 
originally from Columbus, Ohio. 

In the first days of February Father 
Robert E. Gallaher of Toledo. Ohio, 
came down to St. Augustine’s to enjoy 
the pleasant weather of the Sunny 
South. Father is the pastor of Brother 
Vincent, who, needless to Say, was glad 
to see him. 


New Crucifix 


At long last the crucifixion group 
for the high altar in the seminary main 
chapel arrived January 23. In one day 
our Brothers had the crucifix and the 
statues of Our Sorrowful Mother and 
St. John in position behind the altar. 
Above the statues and the altar was 
hoisted the variegated baldachin, where 
it hangs suspended from the arched 
ceiling. On the inside of the baldachin 
is a carved symbol of the Holy Spirit in 
the figure of a dove. The cross, the 
Statues of the crucified Savior. the 
Blessed Mother, and the Beloved Disci- 
ple are all carved out of oak. The stat- 
ues are life-size, and they are elevated 
quite high, Should one draw near, he 
will notice that the artist spared no ef- 
fort in portraying the anguish and grief 
of Calvary. 

We are now waiting for the four 
carved altars to be erected in the so- 
called side chapels, and the statues to be 


set up at these altars, and forthe carved- 


Stations of the Cross. Gradually St. 
Augustine’s chapel is being decorated in 
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a becoming way, thanks to our bene- 
factors who were so genérous in their 
response to our appeals toward this end. 


Sports 

During the past months the mi- 
nor seminarians have had several en- 
gagements in basketball with Bay St. 
Louis teams. Our boys are making a 
good showing this year. They have won 
all the games they played except one. 
They were defeated by the returning 
vets of the town, who are definitely su- 
perior to our boys in handling the big 
ball. Even the younger students ,were 
given a chance to show their prowess 
one Thursday afternoon by almost 
doubling the score of their challengers. 


More Room 

Expansion is a sign of activity 
(sometimes). Our students are active 
and lively, and they are anxious to get 
more room for their ball field. For the 
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STUDENTS’ BASKETBALL TEAM 


last few weeks an extra plot adjacent to 
the present playground has been under- 
going a thorough clearing. There has 
been a real spectacle of vim, vigor, and 
vitality. Thus far the underbrush has 
been removed. The next thing will be to 
fell the giant pine trees, and then 
(don’t get discouraged, boys) to dig 
out those long endless roots which ap- 
parently have their beginning some place 
in China. No doubt the students will 
greatly appreciate their spacious field 
knowing that it cost them a few blisters 
and cricks. 


At the Half 


January 26, 28, and 29 were 
days of hard work, mental work this 
time. Mid-year examinations always 
mean a lot, as it brings the winter sem- 
ester to a close. These exams are com- 
parable in importance to those under- 
gone in June. Both the major and mi- 


ry over a visiting team 


nor seminarians were more than happy 
to see those hectic days pass by so 
smoothly this year. The thirtieth was a 
free day. It was badly needed, for many 
a head was all the worse after four or 
five days of intense cramming. 

On the first of February the semi- 
narians began the summer semester. 
Now, for a perfect ending! 


Candlemas Day 


At 8.30 on the Feast of the Pu- 
rification of the Blessed Virgin the 
community assembled in chapel for the 
celebration of the meaningful liturgical 
functions of the day. Preceded by choir, 
servers, and the clergy, the celebrant, 
Rev. Arthur C. Winters, S.V.D., ac- 
companied by deacon and subdeacon, 
Rev. Lawrence Friedel, S.V.D.. and 
Rev. William Adams, §$.V.D., ap- 
proached the altar, ascended its steps 
and went to the epistle side, where he 
blessed the candles. After the distribu- 
tion of candles, at the bidding of the 
deacon those in the sanctuary formed 
a procession and walked down the cen- 
ter aisle to the entrance of the chapel. 
After the procession all retired to the 
sacristy to prepare for the celebration 
of a Solemn High Mass. 


Planting Time 


With spring right around the 
corner it is high time to get the seeds 
and seedlings ready for planting. And 
that is exactly why Brother Joseph is 
conditioning the soil in the vegetable 
garden. After a brief respite the garden 
in about two months will again be yield- 
ing its produce for the community’s 
fare. 

Brother Peter, too, is busier than 
ever caring for the blooming azaleas 
and camelias. In fact this year he is 
laying out a new flower bed just. north 
of Sacred Heart Hall under the large 
magnolia trees. This spot promises to 
be one of the most refreshing on the 
campus. 


New Candidate 


The Brothers are doing extraor- 
dinarily well this year in getting voca- 
tions. Candidates have been coming 
from far and near. Paul Hagen of In- 
dianapolis was thé last to join their 
ranks, bringing the number of candi- 
dates for the Brotherhood up to eight. 
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“| WANT TO GO TO HEAVEN” 


By AntTHONY Jacoss, §.V. D. 


“T rejoiced in all that was said to 
me: we shall go into the house of the 
Lord” (Ps. \f2i): 

These words can truly be said of Fa- 
ther Francis J. Weiss, S.M.A. 

This sterling priest was born 64 years 
ago in Alsace Lorraine. After finishing 
his studies and receiving Holy Orders 
in Lyons, France, he joined the Society 
of the African Missions. Appointed for 
Africa, he sailed for the West Coast, a 
vast French territory. There he zealous- 
ly worked among the Negroes for 20 
years, preaching, teaching, and building 
schools and mission churches. 

But the African climate finally broke 
his health, and 13 years ago he came to 
the States to take up work among the 
colored people of Atlanta, Georgia. As 
pastor of Our Lady of Lourdes Mission 
his heart went out to his flock. 

Four hundred children attend the 
School of Our Lady of Lourdes Mis- 
sion. Five Sisters of the Blessed Sacra- 
ment and three lay teachers staff the 
school. Three years ago, Father Weiss 
opened the Catholic Colored Clinic in 
Atlanta, the first one of its kind. This 
clinic is in charge of three Medical Mis- 
sion Sisters. 

And just three weeks ago, the ambu- 
lance brought Father Weiss, a very sick 
man, to the St. John’s Sanatorium. No 
doubt, he suffered excruciating pains. 
Sometimes, during a spasm of -pain, his 
face would turn purple and become dis- 
torted. But he refused to take any kind 
of medicine to alleviate his suffering. 
Furthermore, never a word of complaint 
escaped his lips. Whenever the attend- 
ing Sister asked him: “Father, are you 
in pain?” he would never answer her 
question, but would say: “Sister, we 
have to do penance.” The source of his 
patience in suffering was, no doubt, his 
love for the Crucified Savior. 

And when asking for his breviary, 
he was told: “Father, you cannot say 
your office’; he answered, “Sister, I 


want to go to heaven. If I don’t pray, I 
can’t go to heaven.” Again, when the 
Sister asked him, “Father can you sit up 
for a while?” or “Can you turn to the 
other side?” or “Can you hold this glass 
for a moment?” he said, “Sister, just 
tell me what to do, and I do it. If I 
have to do my own will, I can’t go to 
heaven.” J want to go to heaven, was 
always uppermost in his mind, the leit- 
motif of his thought, work, and suffer- 
ing, 

I want to go to heaven. This moment 
came for Father Weiss on the first Fri- 
day of the month of February, about 
5.00 A.M. On entering his- room, I felt 
that a supernatural atmosphere was lin- 
gering there, that I was in the presence 
of a holy death. Father Casimir was 
saying the prayers for the dying, while 
the night Sister supported the right 
hand of the dying priest, which held a 
burning candle. Just as that beautiful 
prayer, “Farewell, Christian soul,’ was 
reached, Father Weiss breathed his last 
breath here on earth. His life’s candle 
was burnt out. 

Death must have been sweet for him, 
who had been so long on the Cross. Af- 
ter extinguishing the candle, the Sister 
turned around with tears glistening in 
her eyes. “A beautiful, a happy death,” 
she said, with a catch in her voice. 

Yes, Sister, a beautiful, a happy 
death, the death of a priest according to 
the heart of our Savior, a great warrior 
of the Lord, an unselfish zealous mis- 
sionary. 

They carried all that was left of Fa- 
ther Weiss into the heart of the deep 
South, there to be buried among the 
people he so dearly loved, the colored 
people of Atlanta. There he rests, far 
from his relatives in Alsace-Lorraine, 
far from his friends and brother-priests 
of the West Coast of Africa. But that 
does not bother him, he does not mind 
that, because he hopes to meet them all 
in heaven again. 


i 
oc 
Kindly remember in your prayers Mother Mary Elizabeth, Superior General of the Sisters 
of the Holy Family, who died on March 9, 1946. 
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April 12 — 
Seven Dolors 
Under this special 
title the Church hon- 
ors the Blessed Virgin 
Mary on two differ- 
ent days in the year-— 
September 15 and on 
the Friday of Passion 
week. Mary’s suffer- 
ings were of the 
mind, not of the 
body; yet every pain 
inflicted on her divine 
Son during His bloody passion added 
to the mental anguish and grief of 
Mary. According to many learned 
writers, the intensity and enormity of 
her sorrow would have caused her 
death, but for a special grace of God. 
Today’s feast should encourage us to 
bear our hardships in imitation of our 
heavenly Mother’s faith and trust. She 
understands your trials, prays for you 
and wants so much to obtain added gra- 
ces for you, if you will but ask her 


help. Pray to her for more faith in 
your daily life. 


April 19 — Good Friday 


The day of days in the history of the 
world is commemorated today — the 
death of the God-Man on the cross. The 
cross is your salvation; it is (or at 
least it should be) a vivid reminder of 
what your sins did to Him, your best 
Friend. On this day try to enter into 
His spirit, picturing to your mind’s eye 
what pains and thoughts must have 
been His as He hung for three hours, 
suspended and nailed alive on a cross— 
and all for your redemption, your 
love! Your gratitude will be shown not 
by mere words but by the observance 
of His precepts and those of His 
Church. Pray to and with Christ for 
the conversion of sinners and the per- 
severance of the just in grace. 


April 21 — Easter Sunday 


He is risen, as He said, alleluia! He 
has triumphed over sin and death. This 
outstanding miracle, predicted in the 
clearest manner on several occasions by 


APPY EASTER 
TO OUR READERS 


mies, took place on 
the Sunday morning 
following His cruel 
death. It was of the 
utmost importance — 
the faith and hope of 
the saddened disciples 
would have faded 
otherwise — yes, St. 
Paul tells us even our 
faith is vain if Christ 
be not risen. But He 
has risen exactly as 
He foretold, and His 
victory over death and the grave is a 
symbol of our own at the last day, if 
we but persevere in doing His will to 
the end. Pray that many will rise from 
the sleep of spiritual death ( mortal sin) 
through a good confession and worthy 
communion. 


> “~~ J Ny’ 
ey . 


April 28 — St. Paul of the Cross 


In the year 1775 when this country 
was busily engaged with England in ob- 
taining freedom and independence, a re- 
markable man of God was giving his 
soul back to God. St. Paul of the Cross, 
who as a youth loved to read and study 
the crucifix, which he called his “book,” 
founded the great Passionist Congrega- 
spreading the love of the crucified Christ 
for all men. St. Paul of the Cross never 
failed to pray daily for the conversion 
tion which has done very much in 
of England. Pray to him for the con- 
version of all English-speaking nations. 


April 29 — St. Mark, Evangelist 


One of the four gospels in the new 
testament was written by St. Mark, 
who is said to have written it under the 
direction of St. Peter. Throughout his 
life, he associated with good, holy per- 
sons; SS. Peter, Paul and Barnabas, in 
fact, his mother’s house was the meet- 
ing place of the Apostles. Our compan- 
ions as well as our belongings should 
lead us toward, not away from, serving 
God. Pray to St. Mark that you may 
avoid all proximate occasions of sin. 


Ee 


ALLELUIA! 


Christ both to His followers and ene- — —————————————— 
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OUR LADY OF THE SACRED HEART 


By a Missionary Sister of the Most Sacred Heart of Jesus 


“Miracle in Mexico,” an article in 
the June 1945 issue of the Catholic Di- 
gest, aroused much interest among all 
true lovers of Mary. It is Mexico City 
that heaven has chosen for the renewal 
of the devotion to Our Lady of the Sa- 
cred Heart. 


Since many readers have not read 
this article, a resumé of the story which 
is mainly taken from the Rt. Rev. 
Msgr. Edward R. Kirk’s comments on 
the film “Miracle in Mexico,” will be 
given here. — Some years ago a pious 
lady after her return from France pre- 
sented to the pastor of the church of 
San José in Mexico City a picture of 
Our Lady of the Sacred Heart with 
the petition to have it put up in his 
church. The good pastor, somewhat re- 
luctant, gave it a place in the vestibule. 
How surprised he must have -been on 
observing that the picture was always 
surrounded by devout clients, and more 
so when he had to admit that his church 
had become the holy scene of a special 
devotion accompanied by many astound- 
ing favors that were to take the whole 
nation by storm. In order that the 
services could be properly held, the pic- 
ture was removed to the front of the 
church. More and more pilgrims took 
refuge to this haven of relief, and not 
in vain, 

It was this love and enthusiasm that 
induced young Pedro Martinez, an or- 
phan of Amecameca, to make a pil- 
grimage to the shrine of Our Lady of 
the Sacred Heart. There he would pray 
for and certainly receive the miracle he 
needed so much — the cure of his near- 
ly useless legs. Pedro was a cripple, a 
victim of paralysis. He could walk only 
with crutches; run, not at all. 

So strong was Pedro’s belief that he 
would receive a miracle that he pur- 
chased a milagro — a thank-offering for 
Our Lady — in advance. After all, who 
could have more influence with God 
than His Mother? 

Poor Pedro could not kneel to say 
his prayers. There he sat on the stone 
floor. for his: devotion. He had no fear 
whatsoever that. Our Lady. would fail 
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OUR LADY OF THE SACRED HEART 


him. Could he not see the love and ten- 
der smile with which she regarded him? 
Within his heart there were only con- 
viction and confidence. 

After a long and fervent prayer, Pe- 
dro said, “Now it is time for me to of- 
fer my milagro.” He was rising to his 
knees, the knees that had been too weak 
to support him half an hour before. Pe- 
dro kept right on rising to his feet. 
Milagro in hand he walked up to the 
image, saying, “Gracias, Madre mio!” 
— Thanks, Mother mine! — Our Lady 
of the Sacred Heart had graciously 
heard the confident prayer of her client. 

Pedro Martinez is only one of the 
thousands that have left their thank- 
offerings at this shrine in Mexico City. 
The numerous milagros give evidence 
that the Blessed Virgin Mother is great- 
ly pleased with the revival of this lovely 
devotion which after a history of nearly 
a hundred years flares suddenly up with 
new life. 

Such events recall to our mind the 
story of long ago when the humble Vir- 
gin prophesied her future glory, that all 
generations would call her “Blessed.” 
Since the day on which “they found the 
Child with Mary, His Mother,” devo- 


tion to Mary has played an important 
role in the life of every Christian. How- 
ever, feast and title of Our Lady of the 
Sacred Heart are but little known in the 
United States, although the first shrine 
of Our Lady of the Sacred Heart at 
Issoudun, France, has been for decades 
the goal of many pilgrims from Canada, 
Ireland, and the entire European con- 
tinent. 

When and where was this particular 
title given to Mary? It was in the year 
1854, when the Very Reverend Jules 
Chevalier planned to found a Mission- 
ary Society in honor of the Sacred 
Heart. The obstacles which confronted 
him seemed insurmountable. He had re- 
course to Mary, promising her a special 
title if help would come. It is note- 
worthy that his novena ended on De- 
cember 8, the very day on which the 
dogma of Mary’s Immaculate Concep- 
tion was proclaimed. After the closing 
prayers of the novena, the longed-for 
help arrived. The pious client of Mary 
prayed for grace to find an appropriate 
title to fulfill his promise. 

His great love for the Sacred Heart 
made him realize the fact that Mary is 
the channel which communicates to us 
the inexhaustible graces of that Sacred 
Heart. Father Chevalier’s belief was 
very much alike to that of Blessed de 
Montfort who, living one hundred years 
before him, wrote: “God has entrusted 
Mary with the keeping, the administra- 
tion, and dispensation of all His graces, 
so that all His graces and gifts pass 
pat her hands” (Secret of Mary, 
pi or) 

With love and gratitude Father Che- 
valier coined the title Our Lady of the 
Sacred Heart to which the Holy Father 
gave gladly his approval. This title gives 
expression to the deep and lasting love 
existing between the Hearts of Jesus 
and Mary. Our love for the Sacred 
Heart will find its inspiration in the 
love of Our Lady. With Our Lady we 
wish to give all dutiful homage to the 
Sacred Heart, and with Jesus we aim 
to honor Our Lady. 

For the feast of Our Lady of the 
Sacred Heart Father Chevalier chose 
May 31 which is, so to say, the pivot 
around which the May devotion to 
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Mary and the June devotion to the Sa- 
cred Heart revolve. The picture of this 
particular title shows Mary holding the 
Heart of the Infant while Jesus points 
to His Mother as a proof of His affec- 
tion for her and of the influence He 
allows her to exercise over His Heart. 
The more we contemplate this wonder- 
ful picture, the more we are filled with 
confidence. 


Mary takes a mother’s interest in us. 
And we are in need of a Mother espe- 
cially when the path of our life is beset 
with thorns. Mary has only to lay bare 
our needs, and the Sacred Heart will 
show forth Its power and compassion as 
It did when she just whispered, “They 
have no wine.” Our Lord Himself in- 
dicated the power of His Mother’s 
prayer when He anticipated the time of 
“the beginning of His miracles.” Mary’s 
intercession for souls in need has passed 
on through the ages and will continue 
until the fate of the last soul has been 
decided; for the words, “Behold thy 
Mother!” trembling from the lips of her 
dying Son will never be retraced. 


To many clients in dire need Our 
Lady of the Sacred Heart has been the 
“Hope of the Hopeless.” The numerous 
shrines in her honor testify to this fact. 
The tallest statue in the world is no 
longer “Christ of the Andes,” but a stat- 
ue of Our Lady of the Sacred Heart 
recently erected in Mas-Rillier, a small 
village near Lyons, France. 


This beautiful devotion will increase 
love and confidence of all lovers of Our 
Lady, especially of those who wear her 
garb, the Scapular. Through Mary’s 
powerful intercession we hope to. ob- 
tain a lasting dwelling place in Our 
Lord’s Most Sacred Heart. The official 
medal of Our Lady of the Sacred Heart 
is similar to that of the Scapular Medal 
bearing the picture of the Sacred Heart 
on one side and that of Our Lady on 
the other. Therefore it may be worn as 
a Scapular Medal. 


Pictures of Our Lady of the Sacred 
Heart with the beautiful Memorare to 
her can be obtained for the asking; no- 
vena booklets at 10c from: Missionary 
Sisters of the Most Sacred Heart of 
Jesus, Bernharts, Reading, Pa.) 
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OUR LADY OF THE SACRED HEART 


ya Vissionary Sister of the Mlost Sacred Heart of Jesus 


“Miracle in| Mexico.” an article im 
the June 1945 issue of the Catholic Di- 
gest, aroused much interest among all 
true lovers of Mary. It is Mexico City 
that heaven has chesen for the renewal 
of the devotion to Our Lady of the Sa- 
cred tleart. 

Since many readers have not read 
this article, a resume of the story which 
is mainly taken trom the kt, Rev. 
Maser. Edward R. Wirk’s comments on 
the lm “Miracle in Mexico,” will be 
eiven here. Some vears ago a pious 
lady after her retarn from lrance pre- 
sented to the pastor of the church of 
San Jose in Mexico City a picture of 
(dur Lady of the Sacred [leart with 
the petition to have it put up in his 
church. The good pastor, somewhat re- 
luctant, gave it a place in the vestibule. 
low have been on 
observing that the picture was always 
surrounded by devout chents, and more 
so when he had to admit that Ins church 
had become the holy scene of a special 


surprised he must 


devotion accompanied by many astound- 
Ing favers that were to take the whole 
ation by sterm. In order that. the 
services could be properly held, the pic- 
was removed to the front of the 
church. More and more pilgrims took 
refuge te this haven of relief, and not 
in vat, 

It was this love and enthusiasm that 
induced young Pedro Martinez. an or- 
phan of .\mecameca, to make a= pil- 
vrimave to the shrine of Our Lady of 
the Sacred [leart. 
for and certainly 
needed so much 


There he would pray 
receive the miracle he 
the cure of his near- 
Ik useless legs. Pedro was a cripple. a 
victim of paralysis. -le could walk only 
vith crutches; run, not at all. 

So strone was Pedro's belief that he 
would receive a nnracle that he pur- 
chased a nnilagro a thank-offering for 
our Lady in advance. .\fter all, who 
could have more influence with God 
than His Mother ? 

Poor Pedro could not 
his prayers. There he 
floor for his devotion, 
whatsoever that (ur 


kneel to sav 
sat on the stone 
Hle had no fear 
Lady would fail 
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him. Could he not see the love and ten- 
der smile with which she regarded him? 
\Within his heart there were only con- 
viction and confidence. 

\fter a long and fervent praver, Pe- 
dro said, “Now it is time for me to of- 
fer my milagro.” Ile was rising to his 
knees, the knees that had been too weak 
te support him half an hour before. Pe- 
dro kept right on rising to his feet. 
Milagro in hand he walked up to the 
imave, saving, “Gracias, Madre mio!” 

Thanks, Mother mine! Our Lady 
of the Sacred -Hleart had graciously 
heard the confident praver of her client. 

Pedro Martinez is only one of the 
thousands that have left their thank- 
offerings at this shrine in Mexico City. 
The numerous milagros give evidence 
that the Blessed Virgin Mother is great- 
ly pleased with the revival of this lovelv 
devotion which after a history of nearly 
a hundred vears flares suddenly up with 
new life. 

Such events recall to our mind the 
story of long ago when the humble Vir- 
gin prophesied her future glory, that all 
generations would call her ‘Blessed.” 
Since the day on which “they found the 
Child with Mary, His Mother,” devo- 
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tion to Mary has played an important 
role in the life of every Christian, How- 
ever, feast and title of Our Lady of the 
Sacred Heart are but little known in the 
United States, although the first shrine 
of Our Lady of the Sacred Hleart at 
Issoudun, France, has been for decades 
the goal of many pilgrims from Canada, 
Ireland, and the entire Kuropean con- 
tinent. 

When and where was this particular 
title given to Mary? It was in the year 
1854, when the Verv Reverend Jules 
Chevalier planned to found a Mission- 
ary Society in honor of the Sacred 
Heart. The obstacles which confronted 
him seemed insurmountable. Fle had re- 
course to Mary, promising her a special 
title if help would come, It is note- 
worthy that his novena ended on De- 
cember & the very day on which the 
dogma ot Mary's Immaculate Concep- 
tion was proclaimed. .\iter the closing 
pravers of the novena, the longed-for 
help arrived. ‘The pious chent of Mary 
praved for grace to find an appropriate 
title to fulfill his promise. 

His great love for the Sacred Heart 
made him realize the fact that Mary ts 
the channel which communicates to us 
the inexhaustible graces of that Sacred 
Heart. lather Chevalier’s beliet was 
very much alike to that of Blessed de 
Montfort who, living one hundred years 
hefore him, wrote: “God has entrusted 
Mary with the keeping, the administra- 
tion, and dispensation of all His graces. 
so that all His graces and gifts pass 
through her hands” (Secret of JJary, 
|. >}. 

With love and gratitude Father Che- 
valier coined the title Our Lady of the 
Sacred Heart to which the Holy Father 
vave gladly his approval. This title gives 
expression to the deep and lasting love 
existing between the Ilearts of Jesus 
and Mary. Our love for the Sacred 
Heart will find its inspiration in the 
love of Our Lady. With Our Lady we 
wish to give all dutiful homage to the 
Sacred Heart, and with Jesus we aim 
to honor Our Lady. 

For the feast of Our Lady of the 
Sacred Heart Father Chevalier chose 
May 31 which is, so to say, the pivot 


around which the May devotion to 


Mary and the June devotion to the Sa- 
ered Heart revolve. ‘The picture of this 
particular title shows Mary holding the 
Heart of the Infant while Jesus ports 
to Flis Mother as a proof of [lis atfec 
tion for her and of the influence Ile 
allows her to exercise over [lis [leart 
The more we contemplate this wonder 
ful picture. the more we are Hlled with 
confidence. 


Marv takes a mother’s interest m us. 
And we are in need ot a Mother espe 
cially when the path of our life 1s beset 
with thorns. Mary has only to Tay 
our needs, and the Sacred Ileart wall 
show forth [ts power and compassion ats 
It did when she just whispered, “They 
have no wine.” Our Lord Tlimself in- 
dicated the power of lis Mother's 
prayer when He anticipated the time of 
“the beginning of Elis miracles.” Mary's 
intercession for souls in need has passed 
on through the ages and will continue 
until the fate of the last soul has been 
decided: for the words. “Behold thy 
Mother!" trembling from the lips of her 
dving Son will never be retraced. 


bare 


To many chents in dire need Our 
lady of the Sacred Heart: has been the 
“Hope of the Hopeless.” The numerous 
shrines in her honor testify to this fact. 
The tallest statue in the world is no 
longer “Christ of the .\ndes,.” but a stat- 
ue of Our Lady of the Sacred IHleart 
recently erected in Mas-hillier, a small 
village near Lyons, France. 

This beautiful devotion will imecrease 
love and confidence of all lovers af Our 
Lady, especially of those who wear her 
garb, the Scapular, Through Mary's 
powerful intercession we hope to ob- 
tain a lasting dwelling place in) ur 
lord's Most Sacred Ileart. The official 
medal of Our Lady of the Sacred [leart 
is similar to that of the Scapular Medal 
bearing the picture of the Sacred Heart 
on one side and that of (ur lady on 
the other. ‘Therefore it may be worn as 
a Scapular Medal. 

Pictures of Our Lady of the Sacred 
Hleart with the beautiful Memorare to 
her can be obtained for the asking; no- 
vena booklets at ]10c from: 
Sisters of the Most Sacred lleart of 
Jesus. Bernharts, Reading, Pa.) 
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With our SVD Fathers 


on the Colored Missions 


ST. BARTHOLOMEW’S SCHOOL, LITTLE ROCK, ARK. 


Some of the 202 pupils taught by six Missionary Sisters, Servants of the Holy Ghost, in the 
capital city of Arkansas 
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Focal Point (Continucd from page 81) 


Richard’s was opened for the conveni- 
ence especially of those who live near 
it, but because of the many activities 
being carried on there it already bids 
fair to become the focal point of reli- 
gious activity for most of Boston’s 
2,500 colored Catholics. 

A very interesting sidelight on the re- 
action of non-Catholics to the opening 
of St. Richard’s was afforded by the 
following incident. Soon after it be- 
came known that the former Protestant 
church property would be converted in- 
to a Catholic place of worship, a group 
of white and colored Protestant minis- 
ters of that section of Boston held a 
special meeting to discuss the situation. 
Of this meeting the Boston Chronicle, a 
colored weekly newspaper, in its edition 
of June 30, 1945, said ““(It) was an un- 
usual one and almost unprecedented. 
During recent years the weighty mat- 
ters of civil rights, political action and 
many community ills never brought the 
pastors of South End and Roxbury 
Protestants together interracially. . 
The session was called to discuss the 
opening of the new church. . . . Minis- 
ters of the white Roxbury and South 
End churches stated that the situation 
was one to cause alarm to the Protes- 
ants of both races, since it almost sure- 
ly presaged a campaign to increase the 
scope of Catholicism in these sections. 
The colored ministers, the white minis- 
ters felt, would surely want to map 
some action in this situation.” 

Such strategy of setting one group 
against another has been tried often 
enough in our country, but this time it 
failed. One of the colored Protestant 
ministers, the Rev. D. L. Ferguson, an- 
swered: “Now that it seems that the 
Catholics are willing to take into their 
arms the Negro people, I am not will- 
ing to join in with our white Protestant 
brothers to persecute the people who 
have been liberal toward us.” Another 
colored minister, Rev. M. J. Minor of 
Metropolitan Baptist Church, declared 
in the meeting: “For years I have been 
affected by the Catholic Mission around 
the corner from my church. Yet I 
would rather see my people treated like 
human beings on earth, and by the 
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heads of the churches on earth, than to 
see them ignored and denied even the 
surface elements of the brotherhood of 
Christianity. If some have to go to 
heaven by way of the Catholics, I say 
let them!” 

Before the meeting closed the white 
ministers, who had come expecting per- 
haps to hear the colored ministers indict 
the Catholic Church for moving into the 
colored section, heard instead the fol- 
lowing indictment of their own racial 
attitude. “I have been pastor of one of 
the largest Baptist churches in this sec- 
tion of Boston for over 20 years,” said 
Rev. W. S. Ravenell, “and I hardly 
know the pastors of some of the white 
churches hereabouts. The white 
Baptists have told the colored people in 
no uncertain terms that they do not 
want them as members of their church- 
es. The Catholics are willing to take in 
the ‘unwelcome.’ Hence, I am_ not in- 
terested here today in assisting our 
white brethren in persecuting the Cath- 
olics !” 

With such an introduction to the city 
of Boston the progress of St. Richard's 
Catholic Church ought to be worth 
watching. 


Remember Our Friends 
(Continued from page 77) 


Rev. William Martens, SVD, who died in 
the Little Sunda Islands; Rev. Peter Peters, 
SVD, who died in Holland; Rev. John Smit, 
SVD, who died in the Little Sunda Islands ; 
Rev. Leo van Well, SVD, who died in the 
Little Sunda Islands; Brother Agathanus, 
SVD, who died in Argentina ; Brother Agnus, 
SVD, who died in Germany ; Brother Apol- 
linaris, SVD, who died in the Little Sunda 
Islands: Brother Athanasius, SVD, who died 
in Germany; Brother Benedict, SVD, who 
died in the Little Sunda Islands; Brother 
Crispin, SVD, who died in the Little Sunda 
Islands; Brother Fonsanus, SVD, who died 
in Germany; Sr. Albina, S.Sp.S., who died in 
Steyl, Holland; Sr. Patricia, S.H.F., profess- 
ed 25 years, who died in New Orleans, Feb- 
ruary 4, 1946; Sr. Michaeline, S.Sp.S., who 
died at Greenville, Miss., January 31, 1946; 
Sr. Wilhelmina, S.Sp.S., who died in Java; 
Mrs. John Clouser, who died February 5, 
1946. 

May their souls and the souls of all the 
faithful departed, through the mercy of God, 
rest in peace. Amen. 
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With our SVD Fathers 
on the Colored Missions 


ST. BARTHOLOMEW’S SCHOOL, LITTLE ROCK, ARK. 
Some of the 202 pupils taught by six Missionary Sisters, Servants of the Holy Ghost, in the 
capital city of Arkansas 
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Focal Point (Continucd from page N1) 


Richard's was opened for the convenl- 
ence especially of those who live near 
it. but because of the many activities 
heing carried on there it already bids 
fair to become the focal point of reli- 
eious activity. for most af Boston's 
2 500 colored Catholies. 

\ very interesting sidelight on the re- 

action of non-Catholies to the opening 
of St. Richard's was atforded by the 
following imeident. Seon after it he- 
came known that the former Protestant 
chureh property would be converted in- 
te a Catholic place of worship, a group 
of white and colored Protestant mMinis- 
ters of that Boston held a 
special meeting to discuss the situation. 
Of this meeting the /roston Chronicle, a 
colored weekly newspaper, in its edition 
of June 30, 1945, said “| It) was an un 
usual one and almost unprecedented. 
During recent years the weighty mat- 
ters of civil rights, political action anil 
many community ils never brought the 
pastors af South nd and Roxbury 
Protestants together interracially. 
The session was called to discuss the 
opening of the new church. \Mints- 
the white Roxbury and South 
ind churches stated that the situation 
was one to cause alarm to the Protes- 
ants of both races, since it almost sure- 
ly presaged a campaign to increase the 
scope of Catholicism in these sections. 
‘he colored ministers, the white minis- 
ters felt. would surely want to map 
some action in this situation.” 


section of 


Bois of 


Such strategy of setting one group 
against another has been tried often 


enough in our country, but this time it 
failed. One of the colored Protestant 
ministers, the Rev. D. L.. Ferguson, an- 
swered: “Now that it seems that the 
Catholics are willing to take into their 
arms the Negro people, | am not will- 
ing to join im with our white Protestant 
brothers to persecute the people whe 
have been liberal toward us.” .\nother 
colored minister, Rev, M. J. Minor ot 
Metropolitan Baptist Church, declared 
in the meeting: “For years | have been 
affected by the Catholic Mission around 
the corner from my church. Yet | 
would rather see my people treated like 
human beings on earth, and by the 


the churches on earth, than to 
and denied even the 


heads of 
see them ignored 
surface elements of the brotherhood of 
Christianitv. If seme have to go to 
heaven by way of the Catholies, | say 
let them!” 

Before the meehny closed the 
ministers, who had come expecting per 
haps to hear the colored ministers indict 
the Catholie Chureh for moving“ inte the 
colored section, heard instead the Tol 
lowine indictment oft their 
attitude. 
the largest Baptist churches im this sc 
tion of Boston for ovel 20 years.” said 


white 


Rev. W. dS. Ravenell, “and Tha Aly 
know the pastors af some of the white 
churches hereabouts. The white 


raptists have told the colored people im 
no wuneertain terms. that they do not 
want them as members of their church 
es. The Catholes are willine to take m 
the ‘unwelcome. 
terested here today 1m 
white brethren in persecuting the Cath 


assisting tl 


ohies 
With such an introduction to the city 


of Boston the progress of St. Richards 


Catholic Church ought ta be worth 
watching. 

Remember Our Friends 
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S172). who died in the Little Sunda Islands 
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rari, frig: whe died th Latth Sunda 
Islands: Brothe lthamastus, SET? yer 
a Germany: Brother Bened sl} 
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Crisp, SUD), who died in the Little Sunda 
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el 25 years, who died im New Orleans, Feb 
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May their seuls and the souls ot all the 


faithful departed, through the merey ol 
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“‘Owole and Unquote ss 


@ What Others Are Saying Of 
@ And About the Negro 


The First Requisite 


“... The first requisite for advancing 
any group — Negroes included — eco- 
nomically, socially and culturally, is to 
give them the opportunity to help them- 
selves. It is precisely this that the seg- 
regation and discrimination procedure 
makes impossible. On grounds of racial 
or cultural inferiority it first restricts 
the legitimate activities of a group and 
then attacks them for not fitting into 
the general cultural pattern.” 

America 


The Role of the Church 


“History records that from the time 
when the barbarians overran the West- 
ern Empire to the time of the revival of 
letters, the influence of the Church of 
Rome had been generally favorable to 
science, to civilization, and to good gov- 
ernment. Why? Because her system 
held then, as it holds now, all distinc- 
tions of caste as odious. She regards no 
man, bond or free, white or black, as 
disqualified for the priesthood. This 
doctrine has, as Macaulay develops in 
his introductory chapter to his English 
history, mitigated many of the worst 
evils of society, for where race tyran- 
nized over race, or baron over villein, 
Catholicism came between them, and 
created an aristocracy, altogether inde- 
pendent of race or feudalism, compell- 
ing even the hereditary master to kneel 
before the spiritual tribunal of the here- 
ditary bondman.”’ 

Samuel Cox, “A Buckeye Abroad’ 


Prevention of Race Riots 


Ewery city and town with a sizable 
Negro population should determine 
through surveys the temper of race re- 
lations. It should then prepare to con- 
trol and eventually eliminate any fric- 
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tion which the surveys may reveal, It 
should set up an official Citizens’ Com- 
mittee on Race Relations. . . . 


“Such a committee must be made up 
of both Negroes and white, and every 
member should be a leader who has the 
confidence of his own race. Its job is 
to keep a close watch on race relations, 
to spot dangerous frictions in their ear- 
ly stages, and to advise the authorities 
what to do to cure them. It should car- 
ry enough weight to influence official 
action in housing, law enforcement, 
schools, public health, recreation, and 
every other field which affects its spe- 
cial problem. 


“In addition, there should be an un- 
official group to handle tasks outside the 
scope of the official committee such as 
mustering public opinion, prodding lo- 
cal agencies and politicians into prompt 
action, and needling the press to im- 
prove its reporting of events involving 
Negroes. ... Both the official and un. 
official organizations should _ set up 
machinery for emergency action in 
case of disturbances. .. . 

“Advance preparation is, in fact, the 
crucial point in all the techniques for 
preventing racial trouble and for neu- 
tralizing it after it reaches the danger 
stage. Today every prudent American 
community with any considerable hj- 
racial population ought to be taking at 
least the first steps — the formation of 
both official and unofficial committees on 
race relations, the mapping of friction 
areas, the training of its police force, 
the enlistment of press, radio, schools, 
churches, and private organizations in a 
campaign against dangerous rumors. 
Many of the larger cities have made en.’ 
couraging progress in all these measures. 
If enough other communities follow 

(Continucd on page 96) 
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INTENTIONAL SECOND EXPOSURE 


Make Reservations NOW 


for the 


SECOND ANNUAL 


Week-end Retreat for Men 


Silence, meditation and prayer in the religious atmosphere of the Sem- 
inary will bring you closer to God. Spend three happy days in Bay Saint 
Louis this summer amid the beautiful and peaceful surroundings of 
Saint Augustine’s Seminary. <A spiritual treat you cannot afford to miss. 


DON’T i ORGET THE DATE 


uly 19-20-21 


@ An offering of $5.00 per person covers all expenses. including meals 
and sleeping accommodations for the 3 days. 
@ The Retreat opens on Friday. July 19. at 7:30 P.M.. and closes on 


Sunday. July 21, at 4:00 P.M. 


(Below) Last Year's Retreatants 


kody and soul. 


mation write to: 
REV. FATHER RECTOR 
St. Augusiine’s Seminary 
BAY SAINT LOUIS, MISS. 


This year tak2 a vacalion — not 
FROM God, but TO God! A Retreat 
is a spiritual vacaiion, good for both 
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VOLUNTEERS WANTED! 


FOR THE ARMY OF CHRIST 
World War II is ended, but the fight to 


save immortal souls from hell still goes on. 


Teaching the ‘Word - ‘God 


Courageous boys and young men are needed to undergo an intensive 
basic training in the Seminary and to be commissioned as missionary 
priests in order to preach the Good News of the Gospel to 13 million 
Negroes 


YOUNG MAN, ARE YOU COURAGEOUS? 
WILL YOU VOLUNTEER FOR GOD’S SERVICE? 


For information write to 
REV. FATHER PREFECT 
St. Augustine’s Seminary, Bay Saint Louis, Miss. 
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Cathedral High School, Indianapolis, Ind. (Holy Cross Brothers) 
Cathedral High School for Boys, Belleville, Ill. (Brothers of Mary) 
Cathedral High School for Boys, Los Angeles, Calif. (Brothers of the Christian Schools) 
Cardinal Hayes High School, New York, N. Y. (Diocesan Priests; 3 Communities of 
Brothers) 
Elder High School, Cincinnati, Ohio. (Diocesan Priests) 
Hallahan Catholic Girls’ High School, Philadelphia, Pa. (7 Communities of Sisters) 
Immaculate Conception Academy, Dubuque, Iowa. (Franciscan Sisters) 
Little Flower Catholic High School for Girls, Philadelphia, Pa. (10 Communities of 
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Loras Academy, Dubuque, Iowa. (Diocesan Priests) 
Loyola High School, Los Angeles, Calif. (Jesuit Fathers) 
Mount Carmel High School, Los Angeles, Calif. (Carmelite Fathers) 
Mundelein Cathedral High School, Chicago, Ill. (Sisters of Charity of B. V. M.) 
Northeast Catholic High School for Boys, Philadelphia, Pa. (Oblate Fathers of St. 
Francis de Sales) 
Purcell High School, Cincinnati, Ohio (Marianist Brothers) 
Reitz Memorial High School, Evansville, Ind. (Holy Cross Brothers; Sisters of 
Providence) 
Roger Bacon High School, St. Bernard, Ohio (Franciscan Fathers) 
Roman Catholic High School for Boys, Philadelphia, Pa. (Diocesan Priests) 
Sacred Heart Academy, Indianapolis, Ind. (Sisters of St. Joseph) 
. Agnes’ Academy, Indianapolis, Ind. (Sisters of Providence) 
. Agnes’ High School, Los Angeles, Calif. (Sisters of the Holy Cross) 
. Gabriel’s High School, Glendale, Ohio. (Sisters of Charity) 
. John’s Academy, Indianapolis, Ind. (Sisters of Providence) 
. Joseph’s Academy, Dubuque, Iowa. (Sisters of Charity of B. V. M.) 
. Malachy’s High School, Chicago, Ill. (Sisters of Mercy) 
-. Margaret’s Academy, Minneapolis, Minn. (Sisters of St. Joseph) 
- Mary’s Academy, Indianapolis, Ind. (Franciscan Sisters) 
. Mary’s Academy, Los Angeles, Calif. (Sisters of St. Joseph) 
Southeast Catholic High School for Boys, Philadelphia, Pa. (Premonstratensian 
Fathers) 
West Philadelphia Catholic High School. for Boys, Philadelphia, Pa. (Brothers of 
the Christian Schools) 
West Philadelphia Catholic High School for Girls, Philadelphia, Pa. (7 Communities of 
Sisters) 


“Welcome to St. Augustine’s!” 


«<«« VOCAL MUSIC plays an important part 

in the life of a student at St. Augustine’s 

Seminary. Here Father Winters is practicing 
a choral group 


Around the Seminary 


St. Augustine’s Seminary, Bay 
Saint Louis, Miss., trains boys and 
young men as future missionary 
Priests and Brothers of the Society 
of the Divine Word. 


«<« A BASEBALL GAME in progress on 
the Seminary diamond. Athletics have a 
definite place on the seminarians’ program. 


(Below) STUDENTS’ BUILDING of the 
preparatory seminary, and (lower left) a 
student hard at work 


THE CHAPEL is the center of the 
seminarians’ life. Daily Mass, 
regular reception of the Sacra- 
ments, and con- 
stant prayer give 
them the spiri- 
tual energy to 
persevere in pre- 
paring them- 
selves worthily 
for their life’s 
work 


<«« PHYSICAL 
HEALTH »»— 

is promoted thru 

many kinds of 
outdoor sports 


(Above and right) 
THE LAY BROTHERS 
— self - sacrificing 
young men who dedi- 
cate themselves to the 
Service of God and 
their fellowmen thru 
manual work and 
prayer in the religious 
life — keep the Sem- 
inary running smoothly 
by caring for the 
chapel, the office, the 
kitchen, the laundry, 
the farm, etc. 
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HIGH SCHOOLS 
SVD 


CLARENCE J. Howarp, S.V. D. 


@ Divine Word Fathers conduct 
twelve Negro high schools 


@ Opened first Catholic high for 
Negroes in Mississippi 


Thirty-one vears ago, on September 
15, 1915, the Divine Word Missionaries 
with the help of the Missionary Sisters, 
Servants of the Holy Ghost, began Sa- 
cred Heart High School in Greenv ille, ST. PETER’S GRADE AND HIGH SCHOOL 
Miss. This was the first Catholic high PINE BLUFF, ARK. 335 pupils; 54 in high 
school for Negroes in the State of Mis- school. St. Peter’s Church is in 
sissippi. In the same year the Sisters the background 
of the Blessed Sacrament opened Xav- 
ier High School in New Orleans, La. 
These two schools were the first Ne- 
ero Catholic high schools in the Deep 
South. 

Today the Divine Word Missionaries 
conduct twelve colored high schools in 
the United States; seven of these are in 
Mississippi, two in Arkansas, one in 
Louisiana, one in Missouri and one in 
lIlinois. ‘Twenty-two priests, thirty-six 
Sisters and three lay teachers staff these 
schools. The Sisters belong to five dif- 
ferent relivious communities — Mis- 


ST. ROSE 


——e — — 


DE LIMA 
GRADE AND 
HIGH SCHOOL 
Bay Saint Louis, 
Miss. 232 pupils, 
' 55 in high school 


<«« GRADUATES 
of Holy Ghost 
High School, 
Jackson, 

Miss. 


4 


Pe ele 


ST. ELIZABETH’S HIGH SCHOOL, CHICA- 
GO, ILL. 265 students; grade school has 782 


<«« STUDENTS OF ST. BARTHOLO- 
MEW’S HIGH SCHOOL, Little Rock, Ark. 
Enrollment 32; 170 in the grades 


sionary Sisters, Servants of the Holy 
Ghost (Techny, Ill.), Sisters of the 
Blessed Sacrament (Cornwells Heights, 
Pa.), Sisters of the Holy Family (New 
Orleans, La.), Franciscan Sisters ( Mil- 
waukee, Wis.), and Sisters of the Most 
Precious Blood (O’Fallon, Mo.). 
These 12 high schools have an enroll- 
ment of 953 students, of whom 596 
(over 62% are Catholics. Maintaining 
a high school entails quite an expense, 
and Catholic high schools do not have 


Holy Rosary Institute, Lafayette, La. 130 pupils; 79 in high school 
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HIGH SCHOOLS 
SVD 


Ciarexce |: bhowarne Sov¥.013: 


@ Divine Word Fathers conduct 
twelve Negro high schools 


@ Opened first Catholic high for 
Negroes in Mississippi 


Thirty-one vears ago, on September 
15, 1915, the Divine Word Missionaries 
with the help of the Missionary Sisters, 
Servants of the Holy Ghost, began Sa- 
cred Tleart High School in Greenville, ST. PETER’S GRADE AND HIGH SCHOOL, 
Miss. This was the first Catholic high pINE BLUFF, ARK. 335 pupils; 54 in high 
school for Negroes in the State of Mis- school. St. Peter’s Church is in 
sissippi. In the same vear the Sisters the background 
of the Blessed Sacrament opened Nav- 
ier High School in New Orleans. La. 
These two schools were the first Ne- 
ero Catholic high schools in the Deep 
South. 

Today the Divine Word Missionaries 
conduct twelve colored high schools in 
the United States; seven of these are in 
Mississippi, two in .\rkansas, one in 
Louisiana, one in Missouri and one in 
IHinois. ‘Twenty-two priests, thirty-six 
Sisters and three lay teachers staff these 
schools. The Sisters belong to five dit- 
ferent relieious communities Mis- 
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lessed Sacrament (Cornwells [leights, 
Pa.), Sisters of the Hoiv Family ( New 
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waukee, Wis.), and Sisters of the Most 
Precious Blood (©) ballon, Mo. ). 
These 12 high schools have an enroll- 
ment of 953 students, of whom 506 
(over 62% are Catholics. Maintaining 
a high school entails quite an expense, 
and Cathole high schools do not have 


Holy Rosary Institute, Lafayette, La. 130 pupils; 79 in high school 


ST. FRANCIS’ 
VOCATIONAL 
HIGH SCHOOL 
Yazoo City, Miss. 
76 students; 324 in 
the grades 


<« ST. NICHOLAS’ 

HIGH SCHOOL 

St. Louis, Mo. : 
54 students; 420 in 
the grades 


St. Joseph’s High School, Meridian, Miss. Sacred Heart High School, Greenville, Miss. 
52 students; 458 in the grades 52 students; 478 in the grades 


Holy Ghost High School, Jackson, Miss. 131 students; 417 in the grades 
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ST. MARY’S 
GRADE AND 
HIGH SCHOOL 
Vicksburg, Miss. 
460 pupils; 

64 in high school 


(Below) 
GRADUATES 

of St. Elizabeth’s 
High School, 
Chicago, Ill. 


the financial resources which public 
high schools have. Nevertheless, realiz- 
ing the necessity of continued religious 
training during the high school years 
when teen-age boys and girls stand so 
much in need of special moral guidance, 
the missionaries in the Negro Missions 
are willing to take on this added burden 
and expense in order that their young 


people, and especially their Catholic 
young people, may have the benefits of 
a Catholic high school education. 

The largest of the SVD Negro high 
schools is St. Elizabeth’s in Chicago, 
Ill., which has an enrollment of 265 
students, of whom 212 are Catholics. 
The second largest is Holy Ghost High 

(Continued on page 107) 
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NEGRO MISSION PROGRESS 


V. Rev. Joseru F. Eckert, 


oV.. D: 


@ Personnel greatly increased 
@ But still more needed to advance work 


The Annual Report of “Our Ne- 
gro and Indian Missions” of 1946 
published in Washington, D. C., by 
Rev. J. B. Tennelly, S.S., D.D., Sec- 
retary of the Commission for Catho- 
lic Missions among the Colored 
People and the Indians, came re- 
cently to the library of St. Augus- 
tine’s Seminary. Though I have 
read these Annual Reports for many 
years, this year’s report captivated 
and arrested my attention. A cursory 
reading of it reveals many surpris- 
ing data and encouraging comments 
from various members of our illus- 
trious and zealous American Hier- 
archy of the South. A closer study 


of the Annual Report cannot but 
convince the reader that the Negro 
Mission Work comprises a much 
larger field than is known by most 
of our good Catholic people and 


priests. Almost all dioceses have to- 
day Negro Missions. Every year 
more progress in every field of mis- 
sionary activities is made, which is 
an unmistakable proof that the lead- 
ers of our Church are 1n dead earnest 
to actually improve and better the 
spiritual as well as the material con- 
dition of Negroes. The Negro 
Mission Work has gained such a 
powerful momentum that it is bound 
to expand more and to bring forth 
great fruit in years to come. 

The efforts of the missionaries 
have not been in vain. Our older 
missionaries among the Negroes re- 
member well how 25 years ago the 
picture was rather dark and depress- 
ing. The social ostracism to which 
they were subjected and the appar- 
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ent apathy of many of their friends 
they felt keenly. But they kept on 
applying themselves hard. They 
had laid their hands to the plow and 
would not retrace their steps. The 
Master urged them not to give 
up, for they could “do everything in 
Him and with Him and through 
Him.” Today the missionaries who 
have devoted their whole priestly 
life and spent cheerfully and abun- 
cantly all their energy and priestly 
zeal in the Negro Apostolate, have 
every reason to rejoice at the rich 
fruit their energy, unflagging en- 
thusiasm and boundless zeal for 
souls have produced. It sounds 
like a dream when one remembers 
how only a generation ago there 
were barely a hundred Negro Mis- 
sions scattered all over the country, 
while today we have three hundred 
fifty-one maintained for the special 
accommodation of Negroes with 
two hundred seventy-seven schools, 
attended by 58,294 Negro children, 
taught by over two thousand Sis- 
ters, representing over ninety differ- 
ent Sisterhoods. Almost six thou- 
sand converts were made during the 
last year. The Catholic population 
among the Negroes is today approx- 
imately 315,000. What phenom- 
enal progress! All in all, it is no 
exaggeration to affirm that the Ne- 
gro Mission Work has actually 
trebled in size during the last gen- 
eration and the Catholic Negro 
membership has doubled. 

The report also brings out a new 
feature in the Mission Work, a very 
necessary one, which missionaries 
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missed very much in the past; name- 
ly clinics and hospitals, which have 
been opened by Sisters among the 
Negroes of the South. We mis- 
sionaries are very grateful for these 
works of charity, which will eventu- 
ally prove a great asset and will 
complete the program of the Ne- 
gro Mission Work in the South. 
However glorious and encourag- 
ing such progress, as evidenced by 
the cold figures of the Annual Re- 
port, appears to be, the Catholic 
Mission Work has factually only 
scratched the surface of the Negro 
population of the country. We 
have more than thirteen million 
Negroes, of whom perhaps eight 
millions are unbaptized and un- 
churched. These also have immortal 
souls and must be brought into the 
Church, for such is the Will of God. 
The Most Reverend John B. Mor- 


ris, Bishop of Little Rock, Ark., puts 
his finger on the real need of pres- 
ent-day mission work in America, 
when he writes so pointedly in the 
report, that the “Two M’s, Men 
(priests) and Money, continue to 
present the greatest problem.” The 
greater of the two needs is certainly 
more mission personnel, both priests 
and Sisters. The other “M,” te. 
money, will take care of itself with 
an increase of the personnel. The 
tact that last year our generous 
Catholic. people contributed the sum 
of $629,062 to the Indian and Ne- 
gro Missions proves that our mis- 
sionaries will not be left wanting in 
support. 

Repeatedly it has been pointed 
cut that a study of the Mission his- 
tory impresses the student with the 
fact that the Church throughout her 

(Continued on page 117) 


GROUP OF RECENT CONVERTS AT ST. JOSEPH’S CHURCH, TUSKEGEE, ALA. 
The Wac is 1st Lieutenant Mary Lewis of the Tuskegee Army Air Field. Last year St. 
Joseph’s Mission had its biggest number of converts — 34 
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The Wac is 1st Lieutenant Mary Lewis of the Tuskegee Army Air Field. 
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DOMINICAN NOVICES 


C. J. Howarp, S.V. D. 


The three new novices 


The teachings of Christ are di- 
vinely wonderful; if only more had 
the moral courage to follow them! 
Down in the heart of Alabama is a 
group of women who have that 
moral courage. They are the Do- 
minican Sisters of Perpetual Adora- 
tion and Rosary in Marbury, Ala. 
These Sisters not only profess to be- 
lieve in the doctrine of the “Father- 
hood of God an the brotherhood of 
man,” but they actually Jive it! 

Realizing that when God calls a 
chosen soul into His special service 
He does not stop to look at the 
color of the skin which covers it, 
these nuns ask themselves: “If Al- 
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@ It happened in Dixie 


mighty God does not, then why 
should we His creatures?” As a re- 
sult they have opened the doors of 
their convent to all applicants, 
whether white or colored, thus 
establishing the first interracial com- 
munity of Sisters in the South. 


On December 11 the first three 
postulants — two colored and one 
white — were admitted to the no- 
vitiate and received the beautiful 
white habit of the Sisters of St. 
Dominic. His Excellency, Most 
Rev. Thomas J. Toolen, D.D., 
Bishop of Mobile, who is most 
zealously interested in the propaga- 
tion of the Faith among Alabama’s 
one million Negroes, celebrated the 
Mass and conducted the ceremonies 
of investiture. 


A most touching scene took place 
when, at one time during the cere- 
monies, the Bishop turned to the 
three novices kneeling before him 
and, offering each one two crowns, 
said: “Behold, my dear child, two 
crowns; one of thorns, the other 
precious. Choose that with which 
you wish to be crowned.” Each 
novice chose the crown of thorns 
which was then placed on her head 
as a symbol of her willingness to 
follow closely in the footsteps of 
Christ, her chosen Spouse. Mean- 
while, the choir sang the significant 
hymn: Jesu Corona Virginum (“O 
Jesus, the Crown of Virgins”). 


After this, the novices received 
their new names. Known in the 
world as the Misses Mary Zimmer- 
man, Lalia Jones and Lois Sullivan, 
they became known in religion as 
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ST. JUDE’S DOMINICAN MONASTERY 
Marbury, Ala. 


Sister Mary Gabriella, Sister Mary 
of the Rosary, and Sister Mary 
Saint Jude. 

Rev. Harold Purcell of the city 
of St. Jude, Montgomery, Ala., the 
spiritual Father and sponsor of this 
pioneering community of Sisters, 
was present for the occasion and 
preached the sermon. Also present 
were other visiting priests, Sisters 
and friends. 

The Dominican Sisters of Per- 
petual Adoration and Rosary are 
cloistered nuns leading a contempla- 
tive life of prayer, sacrifice and 
work. Theirs is the great privilege 
of having perpetual exposition of 
the Blessed Sacrament in their 
chapel, and they kneel, two by two 
in turn, for an hour’s adoration of 
their Master, meanwhile saying the 
rosary in honor of His Blessed 
Mother Mary. Thus these chosen 
ones of God bring down the divine 
blessing on the busy world and ob- 
tain spiritual help especially for the 
missionaries actively engaged in 
spreading the Kingdom of Christ on 
earth. 

At present there are twelve mem- 
bers in this young community — six 


professed Sisters, three novices, and 
three postulants. 

Further information about these 
Sisters may be obtained by writing to 
Mother Mary Dominic, O.P., 
Prioress, St. Jude’s Dominican Mon- 
astery, Marbury, Ala. 


HIGH SCHOOLS SVD 


(Continued from page 103) 


School, Jackson, Miss., which enrolls 


131 students, 44 of whom are Catholics. 


“The other SVD high schools are: Sa- 
cred Heart, Greenville, Miss.; St. 
Mary’s, Vicksburg, Miss.; Holy Rosa- 
ry, Lafayette, La.; St. Joseph’s, Meri- 
dian, Miss.; St. Francis’, Yazoo City, 
Miss.; St. Nicholas’, St. Louis, Mo. ; 
St. Peter’s, Pine Bluff, Ark.; St. Bar- 
tholomew’s, Little Rock, Ark.; St. 
Rose’s, Bay Saint Louis, Miss.; and St. 
Augustine’s “Prep” Seminary, Bay 
Saint Louis, Miss. 

Holy Rosary High School is a board- 
ing academy for girls, and St. Francis’ 
High School specializes in vocational 
training. All of the twelve high schools, 
except two, offer complete four-year 
courses. The two exceptions — St. 
Nicholas’ and St. Francis’ — offer only 
three years of high school work at pres- 
ent, but both will add the fourth year in 
September. 
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DOMINICAN NOVICES 


C. J. Howarp, S.V. D. 


. 


7 @ [t happened in Dixie 


The three new novices 


The teachings of Christ are di- 
vinely wonderful if only more had 
the moral courage to follow them! 
Down in the heart of Alabama ts a 
group of women who have that 
moral courage. They are the Do- 
minican Sisters of Perpetual Adora- 
tion and Rosary in Marbury, Ala. 
These Sisters not only profess to be- 
lieve in the doctrine of the “l*ather- 
hood of God an the brotherhood of 
man,” but they actually /ive it! 

Realizing that when God calls a 
chosen soul into His special service 
He does not stop to at the 
color of the skin which covers it, 
these nuns ask themselves: “If Al- 


look 
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mighty God does not, then why 
should we His creatures:” Asa re- 
sult they have opened the doors of 
their convent to all applicants, 
whether white or colored, thus 
establishing the first interracial com- 
munity of Sisters in the South. 


On December 11 the first three 


postulants — two colored and one 
white — were admitted to the no- 
Vitiate and received the beautiful 
white habit of the Sisters of St. 
Dominic. His Excellency, Most 
Rev. Thomas J. Toolen, DD 
Bishop of Mobile, who is most 


zealously interested in the propaga- 
tion of the Faith among Alabama’s 
one million Negroes, celebrated the 
Mass and conducted the ceremonies 
of investiture. 

A most touching scene took place 
when, at one time during the cere- 
monies, the Bishop turned to the 
three novices kneeling before him 
and, offering each one two crowns, 
said: “Behold, my dear child, two 
crowns; one of thorns, the other 
precious. Choose that with which 
you wish to be crowned.” Each 
novice chose the crown of thorns 
which was then placed on her head 
as a symbol of her willingness to 
follow closely in the footsteps of 
Mean- 
while, the choir sang the significant 
hymn: Jesu Corona Virginum (“O 
Jesus, the Crown of Virgins”). 


Christ, her chosen Spouse. 


After this, the novices received 
their new names. Known in the 
world as the Misses Mary Zimmer- 
man, Lalia Jones and Lois Sullivan, 
they became known in religion as 


ST. AUGUS 


STINE’S MESSENGER 


ST. JUDE’S DOMINICAN MONASTERY 


Marbury, Ala. 
Sister Mary Gabriella, Sister Mary — professed Sisters, three novices, and 
of the Rosary, and Sister Mary three postulants. 
Saint Jude. further information about these 
Rev. Harold Purcell of the city Sisters may be obtained by writing to 


of St. Jude, Montgomery, Ala., the 
spiritual Father and sponsor of this 
community ot 
for the 
preached the sermon. 
other 
and friends. 

The Dominican Sisters of Per 
petual Adoration and Rosary 
cloistered nuns leading a contempla 
tive life of prayer, sacrifice and 
work. Theirs is the great privilege 
of having perpetual exposition ot 
the Blessed Sacrament in_ their 
chapel, and they kneel, two by two 
in turn, for an hour’s adoration of 
their Master, meanwhile saying the 
rosary in honor of His Blessed 
Mother Mary. Thus these chosen 
ones of God bring down the divine 
blessing on the busy world and ob- 
tain spiritual help especially for the 
missionaries actively engaged in 
spreading the Kingdom of Christ on 
earth. 


Sisters, 
and 

\lso present 
priests, Sisters 


plroneer Ing 


Was pr esent occasion 


were visiting 


are 


At present there are twelve mem- 
bers in this young community — six 


Mother Mary Dominic, O.P., 
Prioress, St. Jude’s Dominican Mon 
astery, Marbury, Ala. 


HIGH SCHOOLS SVD 


(Contimed trawl Pade 103 


enrolls 
Catholics. 


School, Jackson, Miss... which 
131 students, 44 of whom are 


The other SVD high schools are: Sa 


cred Heart, Greenville, Miss.; St. 
Marv's. Vicksburg, Miss.; Holy Rosa- 
ry, Lafayette, La.; St. Joseph's, Meri- 
dian, Miss.: St. Francis’, Yazoo City, 
Miss.: St. Nicholas’, St. Touts, Mo.; 
St. Peter's. Pine Bluff, Ark.; St. Bar- 
tholomew’s, Little Rock, -Ark.; St. 
Rose's, Bay Saint Louis, Miss.; and St. 
Augustine's “Prep Seminary, Bay 
Saint Louis, Miss. 


Lioly Rosary High School is a board- 
ing academy for girls, and St. lrancis’ 
High School specializes im vocational 
training. .\ll of the twelve high schools 
except two, offer complete four-vear 
courses. ‘The two exceptions ve: 
Nicholas’ and St. lrancis’ offer only 
three years of high school work at pres- 
ent. but both will add the fourth vear in 
September. 
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S.V.D. NEGRO MISSIONS Ih 


(S.V.D. = Societas Verbi Divini = S 
JANUARY, 1945, to Jz 


ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO: Priests 


St. Anselm’s, Chicago, II. Se cite ech: eRe es 
St. Elizabeth's, Chicago, III. do a 4 


ARCHDIOCESE OF NEW ORLEANS: 


Blessed Martin De Porres, Davant, La. ........ Peaahy 
St. Joseph’s, Bohemia, La. | ae: hie 
St. Sophie’s, Phoenix, La. ...._.. “Hf \ 


? 
- ARCHDIOCESE OF ST. LOUIS: 
St. Nicholas’, St. Louis, Mo. . 7 MRE + 


ARCHDIOCESE OF SAN FRANCISCO: 
St. Benedict the Moor, San Francisco, Caljf. . a al 


DIOCESE OF LAFAYETTE: 


Immaculate Heart of Mary, Lafayette, La. 
St. John Vianney’s, Mouton Switch, La. 


Our Lady of Perpetual Help, Sv. Martinville, La. | ey 
Our Lady of Perpetual Help, St. John, La. .........._.} 
St. Anthony’s, Cade, La. ..... ees tae 


Our Lady of the Rosary, Jeanerette, ‘Ea 
St. Peter's, Julien Hill, La. .. : 
St. Peter’s, Glencoe, La. : 
St. Benedict the Moor, Duson, La. ................ )s 
Blessed Martin de Porres, Scott, La. 
St. Jules’, Franklin, La. . 


Immaculate Conception, Verdunuille, La. 
Holy Rosary Institute, Lafayette, La. 


DIOCESE OF LITTLE ROCK: 
St. Augustine's, North Little Rock, Ark. sero ct ae 
St. Bartholomew’s, Little Rock, Ark. ._.. A Ae ] 
Be reten 6 Perio: Blah, WARK: fe oe ile cic eee nee 


DIOCESE OF NATCHEZ: 


Holy Ghost, Jackson, Miss. ............ 
New Mission, Jackson, Miss. ........ ......... l 
Sacred Heart, Greenville, Miss. Mas Ce ee ea ED 
St. Francis of Assisi, Yazoo City, Miss. l 
(Below) Missionary St. Joseph’s, Meridian, Miss. RS FA: Ve ee te ete 
St.. Mary's, ‘Vicksburg; Miss: «<5 osc cs we 2 
l 
l 
8 


SVD Brother 


New Mission, Clarksdale, Miss. 


DIOCESE OF TRENTON: 


Our Lady of the Divine Shepherd, Trenton, N. J. 
St. Peter Claver’s, Asbury Park, N. J. 


*" High school pupils included. 1 Conducting religious instruction classes. 2 Total includes 5 
Blessed Sacrament (Cornwells Heights, Pa.), 16 Sisters of the Holy Family (New Orlear 
Precious Blood (O'Fallon, Mo.), 5 Franciscan Sisters (Bordentown, N. J.), 4 Dominican ; 
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NS IN THE UNITED STATES 


Divint = Society of the Divine Word) 
v 
1945, to January, 1946 


BAPTISMS a = Lay 
Priests Catholics _ Infants Adults Pupils Sisters Teachers Mission. school 
3 4,018 109 124 689 14 2 
4 2,000 96 217 1,047* 25 ] 
| ee | 130 3 
ie 220 3 1 
4 80 \ 
? 
4+ 700 56 78 474* 8 5 
| 450 13 7 2} 
2,350 6 414 8 ] 
3 650 141 170 2 
| 2,067 | 396 2 4 
St yee: 490 142 3 
pe 560 | 
|! 300 | 
Be 190 | 27 4+ 70 2 
Me 70 50 
’ 493 86 2 
ty 700 44 
60 Zz 7 
200 6 
l 88 boarders 130* 8 
] 127 ] 160 4 
200 ] a, 202* 6 
2 LT? 6 1] 335* 6 Z 
2 321 6 25 548* 10 2 
] ° 
2 210 6 18 530* 9 3 
] 67 l 13 400* 12 
2 200 10 3 510* 9 
? * 
1 wee B 25 #00 8 2 Colored Priest 
= hd 620 15 4 232* vs ] 
18 88 63* ] (Below) Colored Sisters 
Aa, Ae 260 6 12 104 5 
oe 395 24 28 4! 
62 19,118 743 591 7,200 147? 33 


Total includes 59 Missionany Sisters, Servants of the Holy Ghost (Techny, IIl.), 41 Sisters of the 
y (New Orleans, La.), 12 Franciscan Sisters (Milwaukee, Wis.), 8 Sisters of the Most 
4 Dominican Sisters (Caldwell, N. J.), 2 Helpers of the Holy Souls (New York, N. Y.) 
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SVD Brother 
(Below) Missionary 


INTENTIONAL SECOND EXPOSURE 


»:V..D. NEGRO MISSIONS It 


Asbury Park. N. J. 


MQAUCtiHh 


PSaM. Societas Verbs Divini 
JANUARY. 1945. to J 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO: 

St Anselm's, Chicago, Il. 

St. Elizabeth's. Chicago. Ill. - 
ARCHDIOCESE OF NEW ORLEANS 

Blessed Martin De Porres. Davant. La. | 

St. Joseph's, Bohemia. La. 2 

St. Sophie's, Phcentx. La. \ 

pe 

ARCHDIOCESE OF ST. LOUIS: 

St. Nicholas’, St. Louts. Mo. + 
ARCHDIOCESE OF SAN FRANCISCO: 

St. Benedict the Moor, San Francisco. Calif. ] 
DIOCESE OF LAFAYETTE: 

Immaculate Heart of Mary. Latayette, La. hos 

St. John Vianney’s, Mouton Switch. La. r ¥ 

Our Lady of Perpetual Help. St. Martinville. La. | 

Our Lady of Perpetual Help. St. John. La. ae: 

St. Anthony's, Cade. La. \ 

Our Lady of the Rosary, Jeanerette. La. i! 

St. Peter's, Julien Hill, La. 

St. Peter's, Glencoe. La. Wg 

St. Benedict the Moor, Duson. La. le 

Blessed Martin de Porres, Scott, La. \ 

St. Jules’, Franklin, La. is 

[Immaculate Conception, Verdunuille. La. by. 

Holy Rosary Institute, Lafayette, La, 
DIOCESE OF LITTLE ROCK: 

St. Augustine's. North Little Rock. Ark. | 

St. Bartholomew's, Little Rock. Ark. 

St. Peter's. Pine Bluff, Ark. 2 
DIOCESE OF NATCHEZ: 

Holy Ghost, Jackson, Miss. 2 

New Mission, Jackson, Miss. 

Sacred Heart, Greenville. Miss. om) 

St. Francis of Assisi. Yazoo City. Miss. 

St. Joseph's, Meridian, Miss. 2 

St. Mary's. Vicksburg. Miss. 2 

New Mission, Clarksdale. Miss. 

St. Rose de Lima's, Bay Saint Louts. Mss. 

St. Augustine's Seminary. Bay Saint Louts. Miss. 18 

(S.V. D: Lav Brothers 14: Candidates 11 ) 
DIOCESE OF TRENTON: 

Our Lady of the Divine Shepherd, Trenton. N. , 2 

St. Peter Claver's. 2 


NS IN THE UNITED STATES 


Divin: Society of the Divine Word) 


1945. to January. 1946 


5 4.018 109 124 689 
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re 60 2 7 
) ¥ 200 6 
] 88 boarders 130 8 
] ]27 l 160 4 
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Samuel was a little fellow. But 
he had a big idea. He was the pride 
and joy of his mother’s heart. She 
had prayed especially to God to get 
him, and now that she had him, she 
showed how grateful she was by de- 
voting him to the service of the 
Lord all the days of his life. And 
that was Samuel’s one big idea — 
to be a worthy servant in the house 
of the Lord, his God. 

So day by day he went about his 
duties, faithfully performing every- 
thing just as Heli, the Priest, told 
him. One night as he was sleeping 
in the temple of the Lord, where 
the ark of the Lord was kept, he 
heard a voice calling his name. Get- 
ting out of bed, the little fellow ran 
nimbly to where Heli lay. “You 
called me, and here I am,” he said 
cheerfully. The old man sat up in 
bed and looked in the direction of 
the boy, for his eyes were grown 
dim, and he could not see. “I did 
not call; go back and sleep.” The 
lad did so. But again the voice 
broke through his dreams, calling 
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“SAMUEL, 
SAMUEL!” 


ArtruHur C. Winters, S.V. D. 
@ God may be calling you now! 


his name. Out of bed he darted 
again, and was soon at the bedside 
of the old man. “Here I am, be- 
cause you called me,” he announced 
simply. The old man, now slightly 
puzzled, answered, ““No, my son, I 
did not call you; return to your 
slumber.” So the obedient child 
went back to bed. But a third time 
the voice sounded in his sleep. And 
a third time, he was up and soon at 
the old Priest’s side. “You called 
me, and here I am,” he said readily. 
The old man pondered. A light 
was beginning to shine for him. He 
was beginning to catch on. He rea- 
lized that the Lord, his God, was 
calling the boy. “Listen, my son,” 
he replied, “go back and sleep and 
if He shall call you any more, you 
say: ‘Speak, Lord, your servant 
hears!’ ” And as the boy lay sleep- 
ing again, the Lord came and stood 
near, and called as He had called the 
other times: “Samuel, Samuel.” 
And Samuel responded wondering- 
ly: “Speak, Lord, your servant 
hears.” 

Now, many of you who will fol- 
low the Lord will not hear a voice 
with your bodily ears as Samuel 
did. But you will hear a strange 
insistent voice in your heart, a yoice 
that will tell you that the Master 
wants you to follow Him, that you 
are capable of following Him, that 
it is worth you while to labor with 
Him for souls, your own and others. 

You know, it’s a privilege to be 
called by Christ. It’s a privilege to 
aspire to be one of those close to 


Him, whether a Sister, Brother, or 
Priest. It means that you have a 
chance of giving more glory to the 
Lord than the people who are not 
specially chosen. It means that you 
have a chance of gaining a higher 
place in heaven than ordinary peo- 
ple, although some ordinary people 
have turned out to be extraordinary 
saints. And greatest of all, it means 
that you will be enabled to help 
cthers who are in need of spiritual 
assistance. 

But you might still want to know 
the answer to a very important ques- 
tion. Since God most probably will 
not call us as He called Samuel, how 
can we know that we have a voca- 
von? Well, an ordinary call by God 
consists in a certain inclination to 
the life of a Priest, or Brother, or 
Sister. Together with this inclina- 
tion, one must know that he or she 
has the qualities of body and soul 
that are necessary to make a success 
of the life. So a vocation can be a 
mere leaning of the mind and heart 
toward the goal, coupled with a will 
to embrace it. And as far as those 
necessary qualities of the body and 
mind are concerned, the main ones 
are good health and good character. 
Then, of course, one needs a love 
of discipline, and must possess a 
cheerful, docile disposition. For 
the priesthood, too, one must have a 
love of study, and the ability to ac- 
quire the necessary knowledge. 

But, no matter how much is said, 
the main thing in a vocation is the 
desire to do the will of God. Look 
how ready the little boy Samuel 
was when he could so gladly say: 
“Speak, Lord; your servant hears!” 
Remember how St. Paul, after he 
had been knocked from his horse, 
got up blind and shaken, and whis- 


ST. AUGUSTINE’S MESSENGER 


pered: “Lord, what wilt Thou have 
me do?” That’s the kind of man 
the Lord can use, one who is ready 
to do His will, one who is not out 
to gain glory for himself, but glory 
tor God. 

Remember how Christ was pass- 
ing along the seashore once and saw 
two fishermen? It seems that He 
didn’t stop to talk, but merely called 
as He went by: “Come, follow Me, 
and I will make you fishers of 
men.” They left everything right 
there, the boats, the nets, the pleas- 
ant seaside where they had spent 
many a happy hour, left even their 
own father and family, and fol- 
iowed Christ. They became His 
Apostles because they were willing 
to give up something for Him. 
They became His first disciples be- 
cause they saw something divine in 
Him, and recognized the privilege 
they enjoyed in being especially 
called to follow Him. 

God may be calling you now. 
Can you be as generous as they? Can 
you turn your back on all that you 
now enjoy in order to take a part 
in Him, Who possesses all things 
worthwhile? He has said: “My 
yoke is sweet, and My burden is 
light,” and it is, if born in the spirit 
with which He bore His cross for 
our sins. God may be calling you 
now! May you answer His call as 
the first Apostles did, with few 
words but much action. 

Remember, too, that in following 
your vocation, you will be joining a 
great company of noble people 
whom God Himself chose to do His 
work on earth. Many Priests, 
Brothers, and Sisters, have gone be- 
fore you to be God’s chosen ones. 


You have some of them before your 
(Continued on page 120) 
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Samuel was a little fellow. But 
he had a big idea. He was the pride 
and joy of his mother’s heart. She 
had prayed especially to God to get 
him, and now that she had him, she 
showed how grateful she was by de 
voting him to the service of the 
Lord all the days of his life. And 
that was Samuel’s one big idea — 
to be a worthy servant in the house 
of the Lord, his God. 

So day by day he went about his 
duties, faithfully performing every- 
thing just as Heli, the Priest, told 
him. QOne night as he was sleeping 
in the temple of the Lord, where 
the ark of the Lord was kept, he 
heard a voice calling his name. Get- 
ting out of bed, the little fellow ran 
nimbly to where Heli lay. “You 
called me, and here I am,” he said 
cheerfully. The old man sat up in 
bed and looked in the direction of 
the boy, for his eyes were grown 
dim, and he could not see. “I did 
not call; go back and sleep.” The 
lad did so. But again the voice 
broke through his dreams, calling 
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his name. Out of bed he darted 
again, and was soon at the bedside 
of the old man. “Here I am, be- 
cause you called me,” he announced 
simply. The old man, now slightly 
puzzled, answered, “No, my son, | 
did not call you; return to your 
slumber.” So the obedient child 
went back to bed. But a third time 
the voice sounded in his sleep. And 
. third time, he was up and soon at 
the old Priest’s side. “You called 
me, and here I am,” he said readily. 
The old man pondered. A light 
was beginning to shine for him. He 
was beginning to catch on. He rea- 
lized that the Lord, his God, was 
calling the boy. “Listen, my son,” 
he replied, “go back and sleep and 
if He shall call you any more, you 
say: ‘Speak, Lord, your servant 
hears!’ ”” And as the boy lay sleep- 
ing again, the Lord came and stood 
near, and called as He had called the 
other times: “Samuel, Samuel.” 
And Samuel responded wondering- 
ly: “Speak, Lord, your servant 
hears.” 

Now, many of you who will fol- 
low the Lord will not hear a voice 
with your bodily ears as Samuel 
did. But you will hear a strange 
insistent Voice in your heart, a voice 
that will tell you that the Master 
wants you to follow Him, that you 
are capable of following Him, that 
it is worth you while to labor with 
Him for souls, your own and others. 

You know, it’s a privilege to be 
called by Christ. It’s a privilege to 
aspire to be one of those close to 
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Him, whether a Sister, Brother, or 
Priest. It means that you have a 
chance of giving more glory to the 
Lord than the people who are not 
specially chosen. It means that you 
have a chance of gaining a higher 
place in heaven than ordinary peo- 
ple, although some ordinary people 
have turned out to be extraordinary 
saints. And greatest of all, 1t means 
that you will be enabled to help 
thers who are in need of spiritual 
assistance. 

But you might still want to know 
the answer to a very important ques- 
tion. Since God most probably will 
vot call us as He called Samuel, how 
can we know that we have a voca- 
non? Well, an ordinary call by God 
consists in a certain inclination to 
the life of a Priest, or Brother, or 
Sister. Together with this inclina- 
tion, one must know that he or she 
has the qualities of body and soul 
that are necessary to make a success 
of the life. So a vocation can be a 
mere leaning of the mind and heart 
toward the goal, coupled with a will 
to embrace it. And as far as those 
necessary qualities of the body and 
mind are concerned, the main ones 
are good health and good character. 
Then, of course, one needs a love 
of discipline, and must possess 2 
cheerful, docile disposition. — For 
the priesthood, too, one must have a 
love of study, and the ability to ac- 
quire the necessary knowledge. 

But, no matter how much is said, 
the main thing in a vocation is the 
desire to do the will of God. Look 
how ready the little boy Samuel 
was when he could so gladly say: 
“Speak, Lord; your servant hears!” 
Remember how St. Paul, after he 
had been knocked from his horse, 
got up blind and shaken, and whis- 


pered: “Lord, what wilt Thou have 
me do?” That’s the kind of man 
the Lord can use, one who is ready 
to do His will, one who is not out 
to gain glory for himself, but glory 
tor God. 

Remember how Christ was pass 
ing along the seashore once and saw 
two fishermen? It seems that He 
didn’t stop to talk, but merely called 
as He went by: “Come, follow Mle, 
and 1 will make vou fishers of 
men.” They left everything right 
there, the boats, the nets, the pleas 
ant seaside where they had spent 
many a happy hour, left even their 
own. father and family, and fol 
iowed Christ. They became His 
\postles because they were willing 
to give up something for Him. 
They became His first disciples be 
cause they saw something divine in 
Him, and recognized the privilege 
they enjoyed in_ being especially 
called to follow Him. 

God may be calling you now, 
Can you be as generous as they? Can 
you turn your back on all that you 
now enjoy in order to take a part 
in Him, Who possesses all things 
worthwhile? He has said: “My 
yoke is sweet, and My burden 1s 
light,” and it is, if born in the spirit 
with which He bore His cross for 


our sins. God may be callng you 
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noc! May you answer His call as 
the first Apostles did, with few 
words but much action. 

Remember, too, that in following 
your vocation, you will be joining 2 
ereat company of noble people 
whom God Himself chose to do His 
work on earth. Many Priests, 
srothers, and Sisters, have gone be 
fore you to be God’s chosen ones. 
You have some of them betore 
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SEMINARY 
NEWS 


Erection of the Stations 
of the Cross 


The erection of’ the Stations of 
the Cross is a ceremony which takes 
place very seldom, for usually it is 
called for only when a new church or 
chapel is built. We all know that that 
does not happen every day. Would that 
it did happen oftener though, just so the 
faithful could see how much the Church 
thinks of the Way of the Cross. She 
has surrounded this act, which any car- 
penter could perform without any ado 
at all, with a meaningful, symbolic 
ceremony. The celebrant, blessing the 
pictures, chants several prayers over 
them. The choir sings hymns prescribed 
by the Roman Ritual. Then a proces- 
sion is formed. After the procession 
the Station or the wooden crosses are 
kissed and put up by the celebrant. 

On the evening of March 2 at 7.30 
the community at St. Augustine's wit- 
nessed such a ceremony. No, we do 
not have a new chapel. Our chapel is 
ten years old. But in the process 
of renovation, it was evident that a new 
set of Stations of the Cross was in or- 
der, since the former set (formerly in 
the old chapel) was a misfit in the 
present chapel. Very Rev. Father Rec- 
tor formally blessed and erected the 
new Stations. 


The prominent feature about the 
chapel’s interior is the artistic wood- 
work, especially the carved statues. It 
was only fitting then, artistically speak- 
ing, that the Stations also be carved to 
match the other work. Each Station pre- 
sents a picture in which a carved figure 
of Christ in low relief on a plaque is 
the predominant figure. Where Christ is 
shown with others he is given the promi- 
nent position. 


Victorious Again 

Yes, indeed! We are always 
ready to take in a good game. Sunday 
afternoon, March 3, we were certainly 
thrilled. The long-awaited basketball 
game between the C.Y.O. team of Pass 
Christian, Miss., and St. Augustine’s 


112 


NEW MARBLE ALTAR IN OUR CHAPEL 
The statues are hand-carved wood 


minor seminarians finally got under 
way. The going was particularly tough 
in the first half for the seminarians. For 
their opponents, too, for that matter, 
only they were in the lead — thank our 
lucky stars, never much of a lead. It is 
hard to say what happened. To all ap- 
pearances, the seminarians underesti- 
mated the visiting team’s prowess. Well, 
they soon realized what was up. Every 
now and then a fully togged player 
would retire to the dressing room to re- 
turn in his shorts and jersey. The coach 
started rushing substitutes in at regular 
intervals, in this wav saving his men. 
Unfortunately for the C.Y.O.. team, 
they did not have as many substitutes. 
After the half good fortune smiled 
on the seminarians. They began clicking 
like professionals. Before you knew it 
they were winning. Their lead increased 
as the time raced on to the end of a 
perfect game. The final score read: St. 
Augustine’s-27 ; C.Y.O.-20. 


ST. AUGUSTINE’S MESSENGER 


Timely Merriment 
Carnival time is a season of 

mirth and merriment. The people dowr 
this way hold fast to the old custom 
of seeking an extra little bit of pleasure 
before Lent. It is a definitely Christian 
idea to put one’s heart and soul into his 
joys as one does into his work and 
prayers. Did you ever ask yourself who 
can have a really good time? Only a 
eood Christian. There is something 
especially nice about that last little law- 
ful pre-Lenten indulgence, if you are 
eoing to forego it during Lent in com- 
memoration of our Savior’s Passion. 

At St. Augustine’s this year we were 
allowed to share in this general spirit of 
pre-Lenten rejoicing which is so preva- 
lent in this part of the country a week 
or so before the penitential season. On 
Mardi Gras. March 5, the afternoon 
classes and study periods were suspend- 
ed. The members of the community then 
turned to their favorite pastimes and 
spent the afternoon quite well. 


Lent Begins 

True to custom, on the morning 
of Ash Wednesday the community at- 
tended the ceremony of the blessing of 


the ashes. After the blessing everyone 
was reminded of his heritage and earth- 
ly destiny when the celebrant placed 
ashes on his head saying: “Remember. 
man, that thou art dust, and unto dust 
thou shalt return!" The Church bade us 
begin the holy season of Lent with this 
weighty thought. 

After that the celebrant. Rev. Chris- 
tian Baker, S.V. D.. began the Solemn 
High Mass assisted by Rev. erwin 
Bauer. S.V.D., as deacon and Rey. 
William Adams, S.V.D., as subdeacon. 


Message of Death 

March 9 we received the dis- 
heartening news of the death of Mother 
Mary Blizabeth, superior general of the 
Holy Family Sisters of New Orleans. 
Mother Elizabeth always took a special 
interest in the Seminary, and as friends 
we truly mourn her passing. Rat 


Last Arrival 
The last aspirant for the Broth- 
erhood to arrive is another ex-G.I. of 


World War II. William Balthazar of 


Natchitoches, La., is the third veteran 
to join the Army of Christ at St. Aug- 
ustine’s Seminary as a Brother. 


PREPARING FOR THE BROTHERHOOD 
Father Lawrence Friedel, S.V.D., Novice Master, and Brother Theophane, S.V.D. (extreme 
right), with Candidates N. Pierce (Corpus Christi, Tex.), P. Hagen (Indianapolis, Ind.), I. 
Jolivette (Sunset, La.), E. Favre (New Orleans, La.), W. Balthazar (Natchitoches, La.), P. 
Stewart (Grand Coteau, La.), and (back row) C. Edelen (Springfield, Ky.), J. Griffin (Baton 
Rouge, La.), Brother-novice Alphonse (Augusta, Ga.), and Candidate S. Reed (Eunice, La.) 
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MAY’S SAINTS 


May 1 — SS. Philip 
and James 


This month we sa- 
lute two saints, both 
martyrs. They are liy- 
ing examples of the 
words of Christ fe- 
sus, who said that the 
disciples would suffer 
just as the Master 
had. Of St. Philip’s 
later life we do not 
know much. But tra- 
dition tells us much of 
the martyrdom of St. 
James. He endured a 
cruel death at the 
hands of the Scribes and Pharisees 
about the year 62. But he persevered 
up to his death in imitating his Divine 
Master, even praying for his enemies as 
Christ had done. Let us, too, make the 
resolution to confess Christ bravely be- 
fore men that He may acknowledge us 
before His Father in heaven. 


May 5 — St. Pius V, Pope 


This holy Pontiff was a reformer. As 
a Dominican superior, later as Bishop, 
Cardinal, and Pope, he labored zealous- 
ly and strenuously against the evils 
which afflicted the Church in his day. 
He fought against vice and bad morals. 
He ordered a translation of the catechism 
in foreign tongues. He established an 
Office to guard against heretical and im- 
moral books, He labored untiringly to 
oppose the spread of Protestantism and 
the inroads of the Turks. He sponsored 
the Christian forces which defeated the 
Turks in the great naval battle of Le- 
panto. And through all his hours of 
public business, he gave a personal ex- 
ample of holiness that was admirable, 
continuing throughout the religious 
practices of his earlier life. This should 
teach us that no matter how much we 
do for others, we still have to save our 
ewn souls. Work for others is good; 
working for others like St. Pius did is 
excellent ; but he did not forget his own 
soul, lest having preached to others. he 
himself should be cast away. 


114 


The month of May is dedicated to 
Mary, the Mother of Christ. Let us 
spend it in a way pleasing to her 


May 13 — St. John 
the Silent 


How often during 
our lives have we 
been told to shut up. 
People are inclined to 
tell us that when we 
talk too much or talk 
at the wrong time. 
That’s when we wish 
that we possessed the 
special virtue of this 
saint, which gave him 
his surname, “The Si- 
lent.” He spent long 
periods of his life in 
silent prayer and la- 
bor. He spoke only 
when necessary, keeping his mind occu- 
pied with God. A bishop at the age of 
twenty-eight, he fled from this post af- 
ter nine years and went into the desert 
to take up the life of a monk. Here he 
spent the remainder of his life, reaching 
the grand old age of 104. He became 
well known for his love of Christian si- 
lence — not a silence of stupidity or sul- 
lenness, but a cheerful silence of virtue 
and holiness. Just think, many of us 
have done more talking in our few years 
than St. John did in all his 104 years! 


May 26 — St. Philip Neri 


How would you like to have a heart 
that would beat so violently with love 
for God that it would shake the chair 
on which you sit? That was the case 
with this amiable saint, called the “Apos- 
tle of Rome.” He opened himself to 
God’s grace, and God filled him with 
spiritual consolations. St. Philip worked 
among the young men of Rome, pre- 
vailing upon them to give up their evil 
practices ‘and to do good. His custom- 
ary greeting was: “Well, brothers. 
when shall we begin to do good?” And 
he was always ready to lead the way. 
He also founded the Oratorians, a Soci- 
ety to which the great Cardinal New- 
man later belonged. Doing good to oth- 
ers, showing them how to keep free of 
sin, these are things we can learn from 
St. Philip Neri. Especially so, since 
what we do to others, we do to Christ. 


Nee ous - 


The Rabbi on Racial Tolerance 


“We should study ‘and try to under- 
stand the Negro better and learn to be 
more tolerant in our attitude toward 
him. ... We can no longer temporize. 
America, facing 13,000,000 Negroes in 
our land, has a great stake in this prob- 
lem. Since we have just fought a bat- 
tle for freedom, democracy must be 
created here at home, before it can be 
taught abroad. Racial prejudice dis- 
rupts a country and makes it weak in 
times of war.” 

Rabbi Louis Binstock 
Chicago, Ill, 


Leaders Wanted 


“The condition of the Negro in the 
United States should be a challenge to 
the conscience of every American. ° If 
we really believe in democracy we must 
see that it is enjoyed by all citizens and 
not merely by the majority whose skins 
happen to be white. To the Catholic it 
is a twofold challenge — as a citizen, 
and as a member of the Mystical Body 
of Christ. If we fail the Negro in 
justice or charity, we fail Christ as well. 

“If the full liberation of the Negro 
could be accomplished by force of arms, 
it would doubtless have been effected 
long ago. But the Civil War showed 
that force is not enough. The Negro 
will not take his rightful place in Amer- 
ican life until the wall of prejudice now 
facing him is broken down — and until 
he develops in his own ranks leaders 
capable of directing the energies of their 
people into the best channels... . The 
longer I worked among the Colored the 
more I became convinced that in the 
long run only the Negro can win full 
equality for his own people. It will 
come only when he can show to even the 


“‘Onole and Unquote is 


@ What Others Are Saying Of 
@ And About the Negro 


most prejudiced that the Negro is per- 
fectly capable of exercising the rights 
and assuming the responsibilities of full 
citizenship. 

“That is why I am convinced that our 
efforts to help the Negro should be con- 
centrated on the leadership level — in 
other words, to help him help himself. 
It would be much simpler, of course, if 
we could immediately enact legislation 
which would assure the Negro a square 
deal in public health, housing, education 
and employment opportunities. But 
while we work for those necessary ob- 
jectives, we must not forget that right 
at this moment there are emerging from 
crowded tenements of the big cities and 
the poor cabins of the rural areas thou- 
sands of young Negro youths whom 
God has especially gifted and who are 
the potential leaders of their own people 
in the next generation. What we do 
about them is of primary importance.” 

Rev. Joseph A. Stanton, O.M.I. 
Petersburg, Va. 


Solving the Negro Problem 


“We cannot have two sets in this city 
— one discriminated against and the 
other discriminating. The emancipation 
of the Negroes is meaningless, if we 
continue to hold them in almost literal 
slavery. Neither they, nor any other 
groups, should be given preferential 
treatment; but they should be given 
equal opportunity to use their talents 
for the betterment of the city, the State, 
the Nation.” 


Rev. John S. Reid, O.Carm. 
New York, N. Y. 
EE eT Bn ee ge 


For Teen-Agers — 
CATHOLIC YOUTH ($1.50 per year) 
128 East roth Street, St. Paul 1, Minnesota 


115 


BRIGHT SPOTS IN THE NEWS 


They May Rest in Peace 


[t took action on the part of the Gov- 
ernor himself to admit Negroes to the 
dormitories of the state teachers’ col- 
leges of Pennsylvania. When this dis- 
crimination was called to his notice, 
Governor Edward Martin of the afore- 
mentioned state directed Dr. Francis 
Haas, the superintendent of public in- 
struction, to call a meeting of the college 
presidents. At this gathering, the rights 
of Negro students under the law were 
fully explained. Now, the Negro stu- 
dents attending the colleges in question 
are not barred from living in the dormi- 
tories like the ordinary Americans that 
they are. 


Iowa Experiment in Bi-Racial 
Faculty 


The William Penn College of Oska- 
loosa, Iowa, has for the first time in its 
history a Negro Professor. Mrs. Mad- 
eleine Clarke Foreman, formerly a staff 
member of the Hampton Institute bi- 
ology department, was appointed as 
professor of biology this year. The 
college president expects great things 
from her, due to her excellent 
record in the past, her rich cultural 
background, her fine personality, and 
her wide experience. She is the trail 
blazer for those of her race who would 
aspire to the teaching profession. In this 
capacity we wish her the fullest success 
her efforts can merit. 


Negro Scholar to Japan 


Another rose for the race was won 
when Dr. Charles S. Johnson, national- 
ly known Negro educator and sociolo- 
gist, was appointed as one of 20 educa- 
tors on the American Committee, to 
help formulate the new program of 
education for the conquered country. 
Dr. Johnson is president of the South- 
ern Sociological Association, the first 
Negro to hold that position. 


Educational Atomic Bomb 


The problem of Negro education was 
brought forcibly to the attention of 
Mississippi legislators, as a red-hot po- 
litical potato tossed into their laps. From 
a “statewide mass meeting” at Jackson, 
came copies of a 1000-word document 
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that called for equal educational oppor- 
tunities for the Negroes of the afore- 
said state. 

The formulators of this resolution de- 
plored the injustices practiced on the 
Negro citizens, the denial of equal pro- 
tection under the law, the comparative 
little devoted to Negro education in 
proportion to their number. Their love 
for Mississippi caused them to bare the 
revealing facts that solid agricultural 
training for Negroes is practically nil 
in a state where the colored people do 80 
percent of the farm work; that higher 
institutions of learning for Negroes in 
Mississippi are sadly inadequate make- 
shifts; that there is not one Negro high 
school in the state with a standard high 
school course. Their love for democra- 
cy condemned the pay of Negro teach- 
ers in view of that given to white, the 
almost exclusive right of white children 
to ride to and from school in buses paid 
for by white and Negroes, the slavery 
that exists and will exist until every 
citizen is clothed with a free and un- 
trammeled ballot. 


It is hoped that the legislators of the 
state of Mississippi will take a sympa- 
thetic and effective attitude toward the 
complaints set forth in this document. 


New Negro Army Units 


The War Department announced its 
intention of using Negro manpower to 
a greater extent, both in its regular 
peacetime army, and in the event of a 
future war. The policy for the future, 
however, is to organize troop units no 
larger than an infantry regiment, or a 
comparable organization. The decision 
te follow this procedure came from ex- 
perience garnered in the past World 
War. Furthermore, it has the recom- 
mendation of a board of four generals. 


The 1-10 proportion is to be used to 
measure the creation of all types of Ne- 
gro units, both combat and service. This 
will not exclude the use of qualified in- 
dividuals in appropriate special and 
overhead units, An unspecified number 
of selected Negro officers with war ex- 
perience will be accepted in the country’s 
regular army on the same standing as 
other officers. 


ST. 
@¢ BOOKS @¢ 


A BIOGRAPHY OF ST. ANN’S PARISH by 
Frederick A. Houck; 118 pages; price $1; 
publisher: Rev. Frederick A. Houck, 1120 
Horace St., Toledo, Ohio. 

This little book is the history of the mater- 
ial and spiritual life of an average American 
parish, in an average American city. There 
is much in this book that would be of in- 
terest both to the layman and to the cleric. 
The author covers such a variety of subjects 
that his work is like a textbook, and almost 
as such should be recommended to the public. 
As he tells the story of his parish, he gives 
many ideas and practical hints about the di- 
rection of a well-regulated parish, and for 
these his book should find a place on the 
bookshelf of every pastor. 


BACK TO CHRIST or THE CHRISTIAN’S 
RULE-BOOK by Rev. Henry Brenner, OSB; 
55 pages; The Raven Press, S. Meinrad, 
Ind. 


This is just what the subtitle indicates, a 
Christian’s rule-book. It condenses the four 
Gospels, and reduces them to 429 rules which 
furnish on short notice the doctrine of Christ 
on any subject. Short pithy sentences em- 
bodying short snappy lessons, accompanied by 
exact scripture references, make up this book- 
let, printed in a convenient pocket-size. It 
could very well bear the title “A Minute 
Thesaurus of Christian Doctrine.” 


° 
NEGRO MISSION PROGRESS 


(Continued from page 105) 
Chief Shepherd, the Holy Father, 


stresses the necessity of training na- 
tive priests, Brothers and Sisters, 
and of including them in the plan of 
any well organized mission work. 
It is no wonder that in today’s Mis- 
sion Work everywhere the greatest 
and most crying need is for native 
priests. It is a well known fact that 
many of our Foreign Mission Fields 
were saved from utter destruction 
by native bishops, priests, Sisters, 
and Brothers. How much our pres- 
ent Holy Father, Pius XII, thinks 
of native priests, was shown recent- 
ly when he raised a native Chinese 
Bishop to the. dignity of a Cardinal, 


AUGUSTINE’S MESSENGER 


namely, the Most Reverend Thomas 
Tien, $.V.D., D.D., Vicar Apostolic 
of Tsingtao, China. One does not 
have to be branded a visionary or 
dreamer, if he predicts that in the 
not too distant future even a Negro 
Bishop of the African Missions 
might be given the Red Hat by the 
Holy Father. 

It is almost axiomatic in Mission 
Work that the growth of the Church 
in any Mission country is closely 
linked with the number of native 
priests. The same must be said of 
our Mission Work among the Ne- 
groes. Again we do emphatically 
say: WE NEED MORE NEGRO 
PRIESTS! 

We earnestly appeal to our good 
Catholic parents, priests, and Sisters 
to pray and cultivate vocations for 
the priesthood and religious life 
among the boys of their schools. 
There are Negro boys who show 
evident signs, such as piety, respect, 
and love of the Church, of a voca- 
tion to the priesthood and actually 
wish to be priests as much as boys of 
other races, as the records of St. 
Augustine’s Seminary amply indi- 
cate. Let us encourage and help such 
boys to realize their ambition to be- 
come priests. What an honor, joy 
and blessing to have a priest in the 
family or parish! What a compen- 
sation for priests and Sisters to have 
been instrumental in awakening 
and fostering a priestly vocation and 
finally leading such a boy to the 
altar for his First Holy Mass. 


Help such good prospective boys 
to apply now to Father Rector of 
St. Augustine’s Seminary, Bay Saint 


Louis, Miss., in order to enter in 
September. The necessary informa- 
tion will be gladly furnished. 
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CHILDREN’S CORNER 


My dear Boys and Girls: 


Didn’t you ever feel like you wanted 
to help somebody? That day in the ball 
game when the score was tied, the bases 
loaded and your side already had two 
men out — didn’t you want to hit a 
home run and win the game for your 
team? Or, take the day you saw that 
big fellow bullying the helpless little kid 
after school; didn’t you want to take 
the little kid’s part and help him teach 
the big bully a needed lesson? And you 
probably did, too. Remember the time 
when your classmate was getting such 
low marks in arithmetic, or spelling, or 
reading? Didn’t you want to help him 
or her, in an honest way, of course? 

Yes, my dear Boys and Girls, those 
were times when your playmates really 
needed your help and were glad to have 
it. But I can tell you about people who 
need help a lot worse than that. There 
are people in a game — nota ball game 
but the Game of LIFE — who are in 
danger of being put OUT, in danger of 
DYING on third, base unless some good 
pinch-hitter comes to their aid with the 
Sacraments of BAPTISM or PEN- 
ANCE and brings them home SAFE. 
There are some poor people in danger 
of being bullied by the devil unless a 
helper comes to lead them out of temp- 
tation and away from the occasions of 
sin through PRAYER, CONFES- 
SION, COMMUNION and GOOD 
EXAMPLE. There are some people 
making very low marks in life because 
they have no one to teach them about 
GOD and His LOVE. 
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Do YOU, my dear little Friends, feel 
like you want to help all those people? 
Well, you can help them. How? By 
becoming a Priest, a Brother, a Sister ! 
Not ALL of you, of course; but SOME 
of you! 

Maybe God is calling you to do His 
work as a PRIEST: to say the Holy 
Mass daily, to hold Christ in your 
hands, to baptize, to forgive sins, and to 
preach the Word of God. Maybe God 
is calling you to do His Work as a 
BROTHER: to follow the blessed life 
of St. Joseph, aiding the priest, the 
mission, the seminary by manual work 
and your knowledge of the' trades, and 
helping to save souls by your prayers. 
Maybe God is calling you to do His 
Work as a SISTER: to teach little 
children in school, to nurse the sick in 
the hospitals, to care for orphans and 
the aged, to stay near to Jesus in the 
cloistered convent. You can help souls 
to go to heaven in all these ways. 


THINK it over, my dear Boys and 
Girls — especially eighth-graders and 
high school students. PRAY it over be- 
fore the Blessed Sacrament. Receive 
HOLY COMMUNION often for that 
intention. ASK the advice of your 
confessor. TALK it over with your 
teacher, your pastor, your parents. 
Then, with God’s blessing on this im- 
portant step in your life, WRITE to the 
seminary or convent of your choice for 
information. My prayer is that the good 
God may choose many of you to carry 
on His Great Work. Its a PRIVI- 
LEGE, believe me! 


ST. AUGUSTINE’S MESSENGER 


MY MAIL BAG 


Dear Father Howard: I am being a good boy. 
I still want to be a priest, and I want you 
to pray for me. I am sorry that you were 
not here for our fair. I have a new teacher. 
Her name is Sister Mary of the Paraclete. 
She is very nice to me and all the other 
children. I am still an altar boy, and I like 
to serve Mass very much. And I will remem- 
ber you in my prayers. I have to close my 
letter now. Goodby for a while. Your friend, 

Carroll. Adams, age 13 

P. O. Box 64 

Reserve, La. 


I am happy to know that you still want to 
become a priest, Carroll. Continue serving 
Mass faithfully, receive Holy Communion 
often, pray hard and remain a good boy, and 
maybe one day not too far away you will be 
here at the Seminary preparing for a won- 
derful life. Of course, I will be praying for 
you, too. 


Dear Father Howard: By now I guess you 
have forgotten me, for I have not written 
since 1943. But I guess you will forgive me. 
Since I have not written for so long, I will 
have to tell you all about myself. 

I am a sophomore of Liberty Training High 
School. I am fourteen years of age. I at- 
tended Mother of Mercy School until the 
eighth grade. This is as far as it goes. 

I won a subscription for the MESSENGER 
through the “Mission-Graph Contest,” and 
since it has expired I am going to renew it 
now. I am enclosing $1 for my subscription. 

I am closing now, hoping to hear from 
you soon. Yours truly, 

Roland Wells, age 14 
P. O. Box 83 
Liberty, Texas 


It is always good to hear from old friends, 
Roland; so consider yourself forgiven. Thanks 
for renewing your subscription; I hope you 
continue to enjoy reading the MESSENGER. 
May God bless you and give you success in 
your high school work. Write again soon — 
at least before 1949! 


Dear Father Howard: This is my first time 
writing to you. I’ve been reading the “Chil- 
dren’s Corner” very closely and enjoy read- 
ing it very much. I am enclosing a short 
story which I composed. I hope that you 
will enjoy reading it. 

I am a Child of Mary at the Immaculate 
Heart of Mary Church. I was received into 
the society two years ago. I am very glad 
to be a child of Mary. Yours truly, 

Theresa Thibeaux, age 15 
204 Tenth Street 
Lafayette, La. 


I did enjoy reading your short story, Ther 
esa. In the next MESSENGER you will 
find out what the judges think of it. You are 
fortunate to belong to the Children of Mary 
Ask your dear Heavenly Mother to bless alt 
of her children here on earth. And include mc 
in that prayer, too. 


Dear Father Howard: I am a Catholic bov 
of St. Francis School. I am in the eightr 
grade. Our room is having a play for thr 
other children. It is based on the Spirituals. 
It shows how the sacrifices of the slaves 
helped our race improve. All the great men, 
like Booker T. Washington, George W. Car- 
ver, Blessed Martin de Porres, and nine oth- 
ers, are in the play. 
We will say a big prayer for you. Grate- 

fully yours, 

Jesse Collins, 8th grade 

203 West Madison 

Yazoo City, Miss. 


I hope your play was a success, Jesse. 
Blessed Martin, Dr. Carver, and Booker T. 
Washington are good examples for children 
to try to imitate. I hope you didn’t forget 
that “big prayer.” 


Dear Father Howard: This is my first time 
writing to you. I am in the 6th grade. I 
have enjoyed reading the MESSENGER for 
almost 3 years. I visited the Seminary once, 
and think it is a very beautiful place. 
My brother, August, is at the Seminary 

studying for the priesthood. He will gradu- 
ate this year. I am praying he will continue 
in his studies so that one day he will become 
a priest and bring many souls to Christ. 
Please pray for him. May God bless you. 
Yours truly, 

Margarette Thompson, age 10 

Box K 

Baldwin, La. 


Thanks for your letter, Margarette. It is 
very thoughtful of you to pray for your 
brother’s success. I also am praying for him, 
because we do need many more priests in the 
Colored Missions. 


Dear Father Howard: I am a Catholic girl. 
I went to St. Joseph’s Church in Mississippi. 
We moved to Cincinnati and I am going to 
St. Henry’s Church. I was going to a Cath- 
olic school, but mother said it cost too much 
I go to church every Sunday. I read the 
“Children’s Corner.” Tell the boys and girls 
to pray for me, and I will pray for them. 
Yours truly, 

Mary Jean Shannon, age 13 

1047 Wade Street 

Cincinnati 14, Ohio 
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Sure, Mary Jean, the boys and girls who 
read the “Children’s Corner” will pray for 
you. And I am going to pray especially that 
things may be arranged so that you can at- 
tend a Catholic school again in September. 
We in Mississippi are proud of the fact that 
you continue to go to Mass EVERY Sunday, 
in spite of the fact that you are hundreds of 
miles away from St. Joseph's where you were 
baptized. Keep it up, and write again some- 
time. 

Letters were received also from the follow- 
ing children of Sacred Heart School, Stann 
Creek, British Honduras, Central America: 
age 13, 165 Citron St.: 
Simeon Sumpson, age 11, 303 Sawai St.: 
Elsita Moss, 174 Commerce St.: Henrietta 
Molino, age 13, 146 Lemon St.: Clarence 
Castillo, age 11, 343 Overpond Road: Isidore 
Thomas, age 14, 488 Havana St.: Peter 
Bermudez, 226 Yampa St.; Nelson Sabal, 
207 Yampa St.: Mildred Ogaldez, 33 Front 
St.; Elvira Lopez, 204 Yampa St.: and 
Michael Guerere, age 12, 366 St. Vincent St. 

Thanks, my dear little Central American 
friends; I enjoyed your letters, and hope you 
will write again. 


Guillermo Lino, 


SHORT STORY CONTEST 


This month's winner is Martha Briggs, 
the third eighth-grader of Our Lady of Good 
Counsel School, Cleveland, Ohio, to win first 
place in the past three months. As prizes 
Martha will receive a large beautifully col- 
ored holy picture and a one-year free sub- 
scription for the MESSENGER. Here is her 
story: 

A Surprise Never Forgotten 
by 
Martha Briggs, age 14 
4439 West 56th Street 
Cleveland 9, Ohio 


Were you ever left at home alone, with 
the wind howling and branches from the 
trees blowing against your window? In 
case you haven’t, here is an experience I 
went through myself. 

It all happened on a cold, bitter night 
when I was fast asleep, and awakened by 
the bang of the front door. Hastily I jumped 
out of bed, put on my slippers and robe and 
started down the stairs. Near the bottom 
of the steps, I saw a shadow approach the 
deorway. The figure, not seeing me, moved 
rapidly across the floor and started up the 
stairs. I was too frightened to move. 

Then it came to me to get something in 
my hand in case he came back down the 
steps. Tiptoeing across the floor, I picked 
tp a vase and moved back to where I had 
been standing. 

Hearing footsteps coming down the stairs, 
1 lifted the vase high in the air and let it 
come down with a crash on the head of the 
victim. Quickly I started for the front door 
but heard someone calling my name. I turned 
around just as the light snapped on and saw 
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standing in the middle of the room my fa- 
ther! Not knowing what to say, I went up 
to him and asked him if the bump on his 
head hurt. With surprise he said: 

“Next time I come home I'll be sure to 
turn on the light.” 


The End 


The runners-up are: McLouis Robinet, 
Route 1, Box 65, Reserve, La.: Pauline Na- 
tale, age 12, 66 Nichols Ave., Watertown 72. 
Mass.; Frank Bermudez, age 15, 226 Yampa 
St. Stann Creek, Br. Honduras: Lois Ber- 
nard, age 12, R. 1, Box 65,. Reserve, La. 
These will be entered again in next month's 
contest. 

HONORABLE MENTION: “A 
Answered” by Robert Chiado, 1319 - 10th 
Ave., Beaver Falls, Pa.: “Cleaning Graves” 
by Maureen Murphy, xuge 10, R.R.. Summit, 
S. Dak.; “The Life of A Fish” by Eugene 
Hernandez, age 15, Stann Creek, Br. Hon- 
duras; “Christmas Thoughts” by Daniel 
Mejia, age 13, Stann Creé@k, Br. Honduras: 
“Mary Ann” by Pearl Jones, age 11, 512 E. 
Madison, New Iberia, La.: “The Lost Dog” 
by Theodoro Castillo, age 13, 343 Overpond 
Road, Stann Creek, Br. Honduras: “A Ter- 
rible Incident in My Life” by Seymour 
Reid, age 13, Stann Creek, Br. Honduras: 
“Gertrude” by Doelerex Rieks, 10517 Arthur 
Ave., Cleveland 6, Ohio: “The Hunter's 
Luck" by Raymond Gamboa, uge 14, 64 
Front St., Stunn Creek, Br. Honduras: “The 
Boy Who Was Starving” by Constance 
Pascascio, age 12, 385 Oak St., Stann Creek, 
Br. Honduras; “A Funny Incident” by 
James Guerero, age 14, 366 St. Vincent St, 
Stann Creek, 3r. Honduras: “The Lost 
Friend” by Elliot Paseascio, age 13, 385 Oak 
St., Stann Creek, Br. Honduras: “‘The Little 
Pig” by Felicita Lopez, age 15, Stann Creek. 
Br. Honduras: “From Bad to Good" by 
Janice Brooks, age 11, 1906 Benson St. 
Houston 10, Texas. 


Do not forget to write your NAME, AGE, 
GRADE, and ADDRESS before sending in 
your short story. 

* * 


Pray for more vocations among boys 
and girls. The Colored Missions need 
more Priests, Brothers and_ Sisters. 
And pray for me. 

FATHER HOWARD, S.V.D. 
Bay Saint Louis, Miss. 


Prayer Is 


“SAMUEL, SAMUEL!” 


(Continued from page 111) 


eyes every day. Resolve to look in- 
to your inclination to lead such a 
life as theirs. God may be call- 
ing you, and it would be ingratitude 
to ignore His voice. And when you 
are sure that you have heard His 
“Come, follow Me,” then go to 
Him with the cheerfulness of young 
Samuel, and just as cheerfully say: 
“You called me, and here I am!” 


BROTHERS OF MERCY 


Young men from the ages of 16 to 40 years, with an inclination for religious life, are 
hereby invited to apply to Brothers of Mercy of Buffalo, New York. This Congregation 
operates 30 institutions in 15 dioceses with 3 novitiates, approved by Rome. This Order 
specializes in the care of male patients in privates homes, hospitals and their own in- 
firmaries. Applications may be made to 


THE MASTER OF NOVICES 
Brothers of Mercy Novitiate 
49 Cottage Street 

Buffalo 1, N. Y. 


STUDENT BURSES 


A Burse, or Scholariship, of $5,000 will take care of tke education and training of one of 
our students for the priesthood. 
Sacred Heart ..5:5.5 0 64: ies ... $5,000.00 
(We gratefully acknowledge all contributions to this 
burse, and sincerely thank the generous donors.) 
St. Augustine 3,404.25 
St. Matthias 844.50 
St. Jude 629.50 
St. Elizabeth 501.00 
St. Joseph 400.00 
St. Martha 260.00 
Holy Ghost 213.87 
St. Madeline Sophie Barat 152.50 
Immaculate Heart of Mary 71.90 
Sorrowful Mother 69.50 


Won’t you help us complete one of the incomplete Burscs? Any amount large or 
small will be appreciated. Send donations to 
REV. FATHER RECTOR 
St. Augustine’s Seminary 
Bay Saint Louis, Miss. 


~ Members of our 


MISSION MASS LEAGUE 


@ Share in hundreds of Holy Masses said 
annually for the living and the deceased 
League members. They also share in the 
benefits of various indulgences as well as 


Taking an S.V. D. 
ANNO W 


IS AN EASY WAY TO HELP THE 
MISSION WORK OF THE CHURCH 
@ Give us a sum of money on which we 
will pay you an annual interest as long as 


you live. After death the principal will be 


in the good works of the Fathers, Brothers 
and Seminarians of the Society of the Divine 
Word. 


Annual Membership .. $1.00 
Perpetual Membership $10.00 


For further information write to: 
THE REVEREND DIRECTOR 
Mission Mass League 
St. Augustine’s Seminary 
Bay Saint Louis, Miss. 


used for the missionary purposes of the 
Society of the Divine Word, especially for 
the education of colored students for the 
priesthood. 
For information write to the 
REV. FATHER DIRECTOR 
ANNUITY PLAN 
Society of the Divine Word 
BAY SAINT LOUIS, MISS. 
Send for a free copy of our booklet: 
“HOW TO INVEST” 


Make Reservations NOW 
for the 


Silence, meditation and prayer in the religious atmosphere of the Sem- 
inary will bring you closer to God. Spend three happy days in Bay Saint 
Louis this summer amid the beautiful and peaceful surroundings of 
Saint Augustine’s Seminary. A spiritual treat you cannot afford to miss. 


DON’T FORGET THE DATE 


An offering of $5.00 per person covers all expenses, including meals 
and sleeping accommodations for the 3 days. 


The Retreat opens on Friday, July 19, at 7:30 P.M., and closes on 
Sunday, July 21, at 4:00 P.M. 


(Below) Last Year’s Retreatants 


This year take a vacation — not 
FROM God, but TO God! A Retreat 
is a spiritual vacalion, good for both 
hody and soul. 


For reservations and further infor- 
mation write to: 


REV. FATHER RECTOR 
St. Augustine's Seminary 
BAY SAINT LOUIS, MISS. 


